
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Epiphany of Our Lord 
January 7, 2024 

 
 

 

  



Prelude & Entrance Hymn                      303 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Greeting 
 

P: In the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

A: Arise, shine, for our Light has come! 

C: And the glory of the Lord has come upon us. 
 
 

A: Jesus Christ is the light of the world. 

C: The light no darkness can overcome. 
 
 

A: He comes to us; 

C: We who are not wise. 
 
 

A: He comes to us; 

C: We who are not powerful 
 
 

A: Arise, shine, for our Light has come! 

C: And the glory of the Lord has come upon us. 
 

Hymn of Praise             671 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

P: The Lord be with you.  C: And also with you 
 

P: Let us pray: 

C: God of all wisdom and knowledge, guardian of mysteries and 

wonders, the very stars and planets of the heavens proclaimed 

the birth of  Your Son our Savior. May the signs of our Lord’s 

manifestation in our time be as evident as it was so long ago, that 

on this day, we will rejoice in Christ’s presence with exceeding 

gladness and bring to all the gift of his presence in our presence.  

In his name we pray, Amen. 
 

First Lesson                                                               Isaiah 60:1-6 
 

The Blessing of the Lord will be Known 
 

rise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has  

 risen upon you. For, darkness will cover the earth, and thick 

darkness the peoples; but the Lord will arise upon you, and the Lord’s 

glory will appear over you. Nations will come to your light, and kings to 

the brightness of your dawn. Lift up your eyes and look around! They all 

gather together, they come to you; your sons will come from far away, 

and your daughters will be carried on their nurses' arms. Then you will 

see and be radiant; your heart will thrill and rejoice, because the 

abundance of the sea will be brought to you, the wealth of the nations 

will come to you. A multitude of camels will cover you, the young 

camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba will come. They will 

bring gold and frankincense and will proclaim the praise of the Lord. 
 

R: The Word of the Lord  C: Thanks be to God 

A 



Psalm                                                                                      Psalm 72 
 

Give the king your just́ice, O God, 

and your righteousness to á king's son. 
 

May he judge your people with ŕighteousness, 

and your ṕoor with justice. 
 

May the mountains yield prosperity f́or the people, 

and the hills alśo in righteousness. 
 

May he defend the cause of the poor óf the people, 

give deliverance to the needy, and crush t́he oppressor.   
 

May he live while the śun endures, 

and as long as the moon, throughout all ǵenerations. 
 

May he be like rain that falls on t́he mown grass, 

like showers that wat́er the earth. 
 

In his days may right́eousness flourish 

and peace abound, until the moon ís no more. 
 

May the kings of Tarshish and of the isles rend́er him tribute, 

may the kings of Sheba and Seb́a bring gifts. 
 

May all kings fall d́own before him, 

all nations ǵive him service. 
 

For he delivers the needy ẃhen they call, 

the poor and those who h́ave no helper. 
 

He has pity on the weak ánd the needy, 

and saves the lives óf the needy. 
 

From oppression and violence he red́eems their life; 

and precious is their blood ín his sight.   

 
Second Lesson                                                Ephesians 3:1-20 

 

The Mystery of God has been revealed in Christ 
 

t is for the sake of you Gentiles that I, Paul, am a captive of Christ  

  Jesus. For you must certainly have already heard of the commission 

of God's grace that was given to me for your sake! And you must 

certainly have already heard how the mystery of Christ was made known 

to me by revelation – which I wrote about briefly before, and if you read 

I 



it again you will perceive the understanding I have of the mystery of 

Christ.  
 

  This mystery was not made known to humankind in past generations.  

But now it has been revealed to Christ’s holy apostles and prophets by 

the Spirit! And the mystery is this - the Gentiles have become fellow 

heirs, members of the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ 

Jesus through the gospel. Of this gospel I have become a servant 

according to the gift of God's grace that was given me by the working of 

his power. Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was 

given to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of 

Christ, and to make everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden 

for ages in God who created all things; so that through the Church the 

wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be made known to the rulers 

and authorities in the heavenly places. This was in accordance with the 

eternal purpose that God has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, in 

whom we have access to God in boldness and confidence through his 

faith. I pray therefore that you may not lose heart over my sufferings for 

you; they are your glory. 
 

   For this reason, I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every 

family in heaven and on earth takes its name. I pray that, according to the 

riches of his glory, he may grant that you may be strengthened in your 

inner being with power through his Spirit, and that Christ may dwell in 

your hearts through faith, as you are being rooted and grounded in love. I 

pray that you may have the power to comprehend, with all the saints, 

what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the 

love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with 

all the fullness of God. 
 

   Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish 

abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine, to him be glory in 

the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

R: The Word of the Lord.   C: Thanks be to God 
 

Verse     302  (vs. 1, 4 & 5) 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

Gospel Acclamation 
P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 2nd Chapter 

C: Glory to you, O Lord 
 

Gospel                                                                        Matthew 2:1-12 
 

The Visit of the Magi 
 

n the day of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, 

behold, Sorcerers, Magicians, Fortune-tellers and Astrologers from 

the East came to Jerusalem, asking, "Where is the child who has been 

born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising and have 

come to offer him respect and honor.” 

When King Herod heard this, he was very anxious and so was everyone 

in Jerusalem. So, Herod called together all the chief priests and scribes of 

the people and inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born.  

They told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the 

prophet: 

 'And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

 are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

 for from you will come a ruler 

who is to shepherd my people Israel.'" [Micah 5:2] 
 

   Then Herod secretly called for the Sorcerers, Magicians, Fortune-
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tellers and Astrologers and learned from them the exact time when the 

star had begun to shine. 

Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently for 

the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may 

also go and offer him respect and honor." 

After listening to the king, they set out, and there, ahead of them, went 

the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place 

where the child was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced with 

exceedingly great joy! On entering the house over which the star stopped 

they saw the child with Mary his mother and they knelt down and offered 

him respect and honor. Then, opening their treasure chests, they 

presented him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been 

warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they withdrew for their own 

country by another road. 

But after they had withdrawn, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared 

through a dream to Joseph saying, "When you get up, take the child and 

his mother and flee into Egypt and remain there until I tell you otherwise. 

Herod is about to search for the child to destroy him."  

And when Joseph got up, he took the child and his mother by night, and 

withdrew into Egypt, and remained there until King Herod died, in order 

that what the Lord said through the prophet might be fulfilled;  
 

"Out of Egypt I have called my son." [Hosea 11:1] 
 

Meanwhile, King Herod, having seen that he was tricked by the magi, 

was greatly enraged, and he sent his soldiers and killed all the children in 

and around Bethlehem who were two years old or under, according to the 

exact time that he had ascertained from the magi that the star had 

appeared. Then was fulfilled what had been spoken through the prophet 

Jeremiah: 
 

 "A voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation, 

 Rachel weeping for her children; 

 she refused to be consoled, because they are no more." 
 

When Herod died, see, an angel of the Lord appeared through a dream to 

Joseph in Egypt saying, "When you get up, take the child and his mother, 

and go to the land of Israel, for those who were seeking the child's life 

have died."  And when Joseph got up, he took the child and his mother 

and entered into the land of Israel. But, having heard that Archelaus was 

ruling over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. 

Having been warned again through a dream, Joseph withdrew into the 

district of Galilee. There he made his home in a town called Nazareth, so 

that what had been spoken through the prophets might be fulfilled, "He 

will be called a Nazorean." 

 P: The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ.    



 

Sermon 
Hymn of the Day 



Nicene Creed    
 

   We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  
 

   We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 
with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and 
for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of 
the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in 
glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will 
have no end.  
 

   We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and 
the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We 
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 
come. Amen. 

 
The Prayers of the Church 
 
Passing of the Peace 
 
Offering       
 

1. We three kings of Orient are;  
bearing gifts we traverse afar,  
field and fountain, moor and 
mountain,  
following yonder star.  
 

Refrain:  
O star of wonder, star of light,  
star with royal beauty bright,  

westward leading, still 
proceeding,  
guide us to thy perfect light. 
 

5. Glorious now behold him arise;  
King and God and sacrifice:  
Alleluia, Alleluia,  
sounds through the earth and 
skies. [Refrain]



 A: Let us pray:   
C: Gracious God, joining those people long ago who brought 

their gifts to your infant Son, we now bring our gifts of praise, 

adoration and thanks. Receive them as a response to the 

abundant blessings you provide us every day. We pray that 

You are pleased with our offerings and that you will use them 

to accomplish Your holy will. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 
Great Thanksgiving   

 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 

 

P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 

 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give him thanks and praise.  

 

P: We give you thanks, Heavenly Father, for the coming of Your 
Son, the incarnate; born into our humanity to be Emmanuel, God 
with us, the gift you give for our salvation. Come now, and hear our 
voices as we join the heavenly chorus in singing his praises: 

 

Come to Bethlehem and see  
him whose birth the angels sing;       
come, adore on bended knee  
Christ the Lord, the new-born King. 
Gloria in excelsis Deo 
Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
 

 P: Holy God, beginning and end, you embrace all time . . .  

 
The Lord’s Prayer      

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 

us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 

 
 



Distribution Hymns       301, 282, 310  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Post Communion Blessing & Prayer         
 

Benediction 
Recessional                     815  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dismissal 

 A: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord! 
 C: Thanks be to God! 
 



Sunday, January 7     Epiphany 

8:30 a.m. Worship Service 

9:45 a.m. Sunday School 

9:45 a.m. Confirmation Class 

11:00 a.m. Worship 
 

Monday, January 8 

9:30 a.m. Widowed Support Group 

1:00 p.m. Grace Book Club 

4:30 p.m. Confirmation Class 
 

Tuesday, January 9 

6:30 a.m. Early Birds Bible Study & Breakfast 

11:00 a.m. Bible Study w/ Pastor Chris – hybrid 

7:00 p.m. Bible Study w/ Pastor Chris – online 
 

Wednesday, January 10 

9:00 a.m. Peacemakers Quilting Group Meeting – in person only 
 

Thursday, December 11 

7:30 p.m. Digital Committee Meeting 
 

Sunday, January 14   

8:30 a.m. Worship 

No Sunday School or Confirmation Classes 

11:00 a.m. Worship 

12:00 p.m. Worship & Music Committee Meeting 
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