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P: In the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

A: Arise, shine, for our Light has come! 

C: And the glory of the Lord has come upon us. 
 
 

A: Jesus Christ is the light of the world. 

C: The light no darkness can overcome. 
 
 

A: He comes to us; 

C: We who are not wise. 
 
 

A: He comes to us; 

C: We who are not powerful 
 
 

A: Arise, shine, for our Light has come! 

C: And the glory of the Lord has come upon us. 
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P: The Lord be with you 

C: And also with you 
 

P: Let us pray: 

C: Father in heaven, as you proclaimed Jesus to be your beloved 

Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit at His baptism.  

In the same way, you have also claimed and anointed us.  So, 

inspire and guide us to be faithful children, reflecting in this 

age our embrace of our promised inheritance of eternal life 

in the next that is guaranteed by the Water and the Word.  

We ask this through Him, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

                                                        Isaiah 42:1-9 
 

ere is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul 

delights; I have put my spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice 

to the nations. He will not cry or lift up his voice or make it heard in the 

street;  a bruised reed he will not break, and a dimly burning wick he 

will not quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice. He will not grow 

faint or be crushed until he has established justice in the earth; and the 

coastlands wait for his teaching. Thus says God, the Lord, who created 

the heavens and stretched them out, who spread out the earth and what 

comes from it, who gives breath to the people upon it and spirit to those 

who walk in it: I am the Lord, I have called you in righteousness, I have 

taken you by the hand and kept you; I have given you as a covenant to 

the people, a light to the nations, to open the eyes that are blind, to bring 

out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in 

darkness. I am the Lord, that is my name; my glory I give to no other, 

nor my praise to idols. See, the former things have come to pass, and 

new things I now declare; before they spring forth, I tell you of them. 
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Ascribe to the Lord, O heav́enly beings,  

 ascribe to the Lord gloŕy and strength. 
 

 Ascribe to the Lord the glory óf his name; 

 worship the Lord in h́oly splendor. R 
 

 The voice of the Lord is over the waters; 

 the God of ǵlory thunders, 

 the Lord, over ḿighty waters. 
 

 The voice of the Ĺord is powerful; 

 the voice of the Lord is f́ull of majesty. 
 

 The voice of the Lord b́reaks the cedars; 

 the Lord breaks the ced́ars of Lebanon. 
 

He makes Lebanon skip ĺike a calf, 

 and Sirion like a ýoung wild ox. R 
 

The voice of the Lord flashes forth f́lames of fire. 

 The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness; 

 the Lord shakes the wilderńess of Kadesh. 
 

The voice of the Lord causes the oaks to whirl, 

 and strips the foŕest bare; 

 and in his temple áll say, "Glory!"  
 

 The Lord sits enthroned ov́er the flood; 

 the Lord sits enthroned as ḱing forever. 
 

 May the Lord give strength t́o his people! 

 May the Lord bless his peoṕle with peace! R 

                                                                   Acts 19 

 

hile Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior 

regions and came to Ephesus, where he found some disciples.  

He said to them, "Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you became 

believers?"  

They replied, "No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit."  
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Then he said, "Into what, then, were you baptized?"  

They answered, "Into John's baptism."  

Paul said, "John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the 

people to believe in the one who was to come after him, that is, in Jesus."  

On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.  When 

Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and 

they spoke in tongues and prophesied-- altogether there were about 

twelve of them. 
 

                L: The Word of the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the Third Chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 



                                                                               Luke 3
 

n the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius  

 Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee . . . the 

empowering word of God came to John, son of Zechariah, in the 

wilderness.  And John went out into the region around the Jordan river, 

proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the liberation from sins - as it is 

written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah: 

"The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

'Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. 

Every valley will be filled, and every mountain and hill will be 

humbled, 

and the crooked will be made straight, 

and the rough ways made smooth;  

and all flesh will see the salvation of God.'" 
 

He then said to the crowds coming out to be baptized by him, "You 

‘Spawn of vipers!’  Who warned you to escape from the coming 

punishment?  Since you now know what is happening, bear fruits 

axiomatic of a radical reorientation back toward God.  Do not begin to 

say in yourselves, ‘We have as a Father, Abraham,' for I tell you, God is 

empowered from these stones to raise up children of Abraham.   Even 

now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree, therefore, that does 

not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire." 

And the crowds asked him, "What then should we do?"  

In reply he said to them, "Whoever has two coats must share with anyone 

who has none and whoever has food must do likewise!"  

Even tax collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him, "Teacher, 

what should we do?"  

He said to them, "Collect no more than the amount prescribed for you!"  

Soldiers also asked him, "And we, what should we do?"  

He said to them, "Do not extort money from anyone by threats or false 

accusation and be satisfied with your wages!" 

But the people were filled with expectation, and all were dialoging in 

their hearts about John, whether he might be the Christ. 

John responded to their uncertainty by saying, "I baptize you with water; 

but one who is more powerful than I is coming.  I am not worthy to untie 

the thong of his sandals.  He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 

fire.  His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and 

to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with 

unquenchable fire." 

With all of this, then, and even more, John was exhorting and 

evangelizing the people.  But, Herod, the King of the Jews, who had 
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been reproved by John because of Herodias, his brother's wife (whom he 

had taken as a wife, as well), and because of all the evil things that Herod 

had done, added to them all by shutting up John in prison. 

Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been 

baptized and was praying, the heaven was opened, and the Holy Spirit 

descended upon him in bodily form like a dove.   

And a voice sounded from heaven, "You, you are my Son, the Beloved; 

in you there is delight." 

[tune: ELW 511] 

1. Christ, your footprints through the desert 

Led to Jordan’s flowing stream. 

There you heard the herald crying 

Israel’s old, prophetic dream: 

“He is coming!  He is coming! 

He will cleanse the earth with flame! 

Sinners, plunge beneath the waters! 

Wash away your guilt and shame!” 

2. Christ, you heard the stirring summons 

As by Jordan’s bank you stood; 

Bathed, though sinless, with your people 

In the river’s cleansing flood. 

High above, the heavens opened; 

Came the Spirit as a dove; 

Spoke a Voice beyond all hearing: 

“See my Son, the One I love!” 

 

3. Son of God, the road from Jordon 

Led at last to Calv’ry’s hill. 

There upon the cross forsaken, 

You fulfilled the Father’s will. 

Lamb of God, we see you dying, 

Sinless, yet for sinners slain. 

But where death rose up to triumph, 

You began your glorious reign! 

4. God, in baptism you have made us 

One with Christ, our risen Lord; 

Freed us, claimed us, cleansed, 

forgiven 

Through the water and the Word. 

Help us hear your urgent summons, 

Calling us to serve you now. 

Send us forth, your sons and daughters, 

With the cross upon our brow.

 

 P:  The Lord be with you 

 C:  And also with you 
 

 P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 

 C:  It is right to give God thanks and praise 
                [Tune ELW 696] 
1.Crashing waters at creation, ordered by the Spirit’s breath, 

First to witness day’s beginning from the brightness of night’s death. 
 

2. Parting water stood and trembled as the captives pass on through, 

Washing off the chains of bondage—channel to a life made new. 
 

3. Cleansing water once at Jordan closed around the one foretold, 

Opened to reveal the glory ever new and ever old. 
 



4. Living water, never ending, quench the thirst and flood the soul. 

Well-spring, source of life eternal, drench our dryness, make us whole. 

P:  We give you thanks, O Lord, for your Spirit moved over the chaos of the 

waters at the beginning of all things and with your voice you spoke land and life 

from its deeps.  Later, you returned the waters to purify the land and all life 

from evil, giving Noah and the passengers on his Ark the promise of never using 

water to bring death again.  This promise was then fulfilled for your people 

Israel when, facing death at the hands of Pharoah, you opened the Reed Sea for 

their escape to new life in the Promised Land.  Then in waters of the Jordan, you 

brought eternal life to all through the empowerment of Jesus as the Savior who 

calls us into the water, to drown the old self bound in death and emerge signed 

and sealed forever as your child in whom you will always delight.  In joyful 

remembrance of our own baptisms, we give You thanks for this moment of your 

promise intersecting our lives and ask that you renew the stirring of the Spirit 

within us that we will live ever more faithfully as your chosen people.     
 

P: You will sprinkle me, O Lord, with hyssop  

C: and I will be cleansed. 

P: You will wash me,  

C: and I will be washed more purer than snow. Pity me, O God, 

according to Thy great mercy. 
 

P:  I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess 

the faith of the church, the faith in which we baptize. Do you renounce 

all the forces of evil, the devil, and all his empty promises? 

C:  We do with the help of God. 

P:  Do you believe in God the Father? 

C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

       creator of heaven and earth. 

P:  Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

C:  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was 

conceived of the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin 

Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 

buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He 

ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

P:  Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

C:  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 

body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
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A: Let us pray: 

C: Accept, O Lord, these gifts that we bring in gratitude this day; 

offerings from the abundant blessings we have received.  May they 

be pleasing in your sight, that you will continue to look kindly on us 

and our needs, and that they may serve the need of manifesting your 

Kingdom in this age. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever. Amen 
 

                                  423, 396  
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