
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Fourth Sunday after Epiphany  
 

February 1, 2026 

Grace Lutheran Church  
 

 
 
 
 
 
Prelude 
Entrance Hymn                                    645 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
G reeting 

 

P: In the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. C: Amen.  

 



A: Arise, shine, for our Light has come! 

C: And the glory of the Lord has come upon us. 
 
 

A: Jesus Christ is the light of the world. 

C: The light no darkness can overcome. 
 
 

A: He comes to us 

C: We who are not wise. 
 
 

A: He comes to us 

C: We who are not powerful 
 
 

A: Arise, shine, for our Light has come! 

C: And the glory of the Lord has come upon us. 
 

Hymn of Praise                      318 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Prayer of the D ay 
 

P: The Lord be with you 

C: And also with you 
 

P: Let us pray: 

C: Gracious Father, we give you thanks that your Son was a 

faithful example of the unexpected righteousness he teaches us to 

follow.  As we struggle with the challenges of hearing and living 

your Word, give us the Spirit, that we will love as He loved, give 

as He gave, welcome as He welcomed, and pray as He prayed.  

For He is our Lord and Master and in His name we pray.  Amen. 

 
First Lesson                                                      Isaiah 58:1-9 
 

   God says to his prophet - Shout out! Do not hold back!  Lift up your 

voice like a trumpet!  Announce to my people their rebellion, to the 

ancestors of the great and faithful patriarch Jacob, their sins – these 

people who day after day “seek” me and who “delight” to know my ways 

– Hah! - as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness and did not 

actually forsake the ordinance of their God - these people who ask me for 

“righteous” judgments - these people who “delight” to draw near to God, 

but, then whine, "Why do we fast, but you do not see us,  God?  And 

why when we humble ourselves, God does not notice?"  Hah! -  these 

people serve their own interest on their “fast day,” and these people do 

not treat their workers fairly.  Hah! - these people fast only to quarrel and 

to fight and to beat on each other with their wicked fists.  Such “fasting” 

as these people do today will not make their voices heard on high.  

Because – well, you tell me - is this the kind of fast that I choose?  Is the 

fasting I ask of you a day to “humble yourself” by bowing down your 

head like a cattail in the wetland? And, do I want you lying around in 

sackcloth and ashes?  Will you really call this a “fast?”  Will you really 

call this “a day acceptable to the Lord?!?” 
 

   Now, tell me, isn’t the fast that I choose the one where the bonds of 

injustice are loosed?  Isn’t the fast I choose the one where the ropes that 

bind that yoke on your shoulders is undone? The one where every yoke 

is actually broken. The one where the oppressed go free? The one where 

you share your bread with the hungry, and bring the homeless poor into 

your house, clothe the naked, and where you keep one another in mind 

rather than having no concern for each other?!?   
 

   When you decide to really fast then: your “Light” will break forth like 

the dawn; your “Healing” will come quickly; your “Vindicator” will lead 



you and the glory of the Lord will also be your rear guard.  When you 

decide to really fast you will call on the Lord and the Lord will actually 

answer you; you will cry for help, and the Lord will actually say, “Here I 

am!” 
 

   If you remove this “yoke” that you have placed on yourselves by the 

judgmental pointing of the finger at each other and by the slandering of 

each other and  ̧instead,  you offer your food to those who are hungry, 

and, instead,  you care for one another, then your “Light” will rise in the 

darkness and transform the depressing gloom into the warmth and 

brightness of  noontime. Then, the Lord will guide you continually and 

give you what you need to make it through the difficult times, and 

strengthen your core, and you will be peaceful and able to provide for 

yourself and others. You will be like a devastated city whose ancient 

ruins are rebuilt. You will restore the crumbling foundations laid by 

builders many generations ago. You will be called “the repairer of the 

breach” which had formerly let the enemy in to devastate. You will be 

“the restorer of neighborhoods” for life to be lived again.   
 

R: The Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God! 

Psalm                                                                                                  112 
Tune: O God Our Help in Ages Past ELW632 

 

1. Happy is he that fears the Lord, 

And follows his commands; 

Who lends the poor without 

reward, 

Or gives with lib'ral hands. 

 

2. No evil tidings shall surprise 

His well-established mind; 

His soul to God his refuge flies, 

And leaves his fears behind. 

 

3. In times of general distress 

Some beams of light shall shine, 

To show the world his 

righteousness, 

And give him peace divine. 

 

4. His works of piety and love 

Remain before the Lord; 

Honor on earth and joys above 

Shall be his sure reward.

Second Lesson                                                   1 Corinthians 2:1-16 
 

  Paul writes to the church in Corinth saying: When I came to you, 

brothers and sisters, I did not come proclaiming the mystery of God to 

you in lofty words or wisdom.  For, I decided to only tell you about Jesus 

Christ and his crucifixion.  And, so, I came to you in weakness and in 

fear and in trembling.  And my teaching and my preaching were not full 

of persuasive wisdom but full of the Spirit and Power so that your faith 

would not be in my wisdom but only in God's power.   
 



   But, make no mistake about it, I do speak wisdom when I am among 

the faithful who are ready for something more! Yet, the wisdom I speak 

is not the wisdom of today.  And it’s not the wisdom of today’s leaders.  

For, they are being undermined even now!  The wisdom I speak is God's 

wisdom.  And this wisdom is really a mystery made to be kept secretly 

hidden, for, it is a wisdom that God laid out before the ages for our glory. 

None of today’s leaders get this - which is also God’s plan because if 

they had gotten it while Jesus was with them, they would not have 

crucified the “Lord of Glory.”  Somewhere in scripture it might even tell 

us: "Things the eye did not see, and the ear did not hear, and the human 

heart did not come up with  –  things God now has at hand for the ones 

who love him completely"--  these things God has revealed through The 

Spirit, for The Spirit searches everything, even the depths of God.  For, 

we human beings only know what is truly human because of the human 

spirit that is within us.  So also, no one comprehends what is truly God's 

except The Spirit of God.   

   But consider this. We did not receive “the spirit of the world” in our 

baptism. Instead, we received The Spirit that is from God and therefore, 

we may now understand the gifts bestowed on us by God.  And we may 

now speak of these things in words that are not taught by human wisdom, 

but taught by The Spirit, interpreting spiritual things to those who are 

“spiritual” because we all have The Spirit.  But, on the other hand, the 

"natural" person who has not received The Spirit cannot know the gifts 

of God's Spirit.  Instead, the gifts of God’s Spirit appear foolish to them 

and they are unable to understand them because they are “spiritually” 

discerned.  Only those who have The Spirit can discern these things and 

affirm that these gifts are not subject to anyone else's judgment.  
 

"For who has known the mind of the Lord so as to instruct the 

Lord?" 
 

R: The Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God! 

Verse 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 5th Chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord! 

G ospel                                                                        Matthew 5:14-20 
 

Jesus went on preaching his Sermon on the Mount, saying, "You are the 

salt of the earth but, if salt has been made irrelevant, how will its 

saltiness be restored? It has no strength any longer and it is thrown out 

and trampled underfoot. 
 

"You are the light of the world.  A city built on a hill has no power to 

hide itself.  And no one after lighting a lamp hides it under a bucket. It 

goes on the table so it can give light to everyone in the house.  In the 

same way, let your “light” shine before others, so that they may see your 

good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.   
 

“It is wrong to think that I have come to abolish the Law or the prophets 

- because I have come to fulfill them. Amen, I say to you, until heaven 

and earth pass away, not one letter, not one stroke of a letter will pass 

away from the Law until all is accomplished.  Therefore, whoever breaks 

one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the 

same will be called “least” in the Kingdom of Heaven.  But, whoever 

does them and teaches them will be called “great” in the Kingdom of 

Heaven.  For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds the 

righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees – the most “religious” people 

you know - you will never enter the Kingdom of the Heavens. 
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord!  C: Praise to you, O Christ! 
 

Sermon 
Hymn of the Day                        



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A postles C reed   
 

  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
 

  I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 



descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended 

into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 

come to judge the living and the dead.  
 

  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 

body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayers of the C hurch 
Passing of the Peace  
Offering  & Offertory       691 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Offertory Prayer  

 

 A: Let us pray: 

C: Accept, O Lord, these gifts that we bring in gratitude this 

day; offerings from the abundant blessings we have received.  

May they be pleasing in your sight, that you will continue to 

look kindly on us and our needs, and that they may serve the 

need of manifesting your Kingdom in this age. We ask this in 

Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 

 
G reat Thanksgiving  



   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

The Lord’s Prayer       
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever. Amen 



   

Distribution Hymns        492, 477, 474  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Post Communion Blessing & Prayer          

Benediction 
Recessional                                              580 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
D ismissal  
 A: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord! 
 C: Thanks be to God! 
 
Flowers are placed on the altar by Gene & Janette Yetter in honor 
of Mark Yetter and Michelle Ramirez’s wedding. 
 



Sunday, February 1 
8:30 & 11:00 a.m. Worship 
9:45 a.m. Sunday School & 
Confirmation & Post-Conf. Classes  
10:00 a.m. Choir Rehearsal 
 

Tuesday February 3 
6:30 a.m. Breakfast & Bible Study in Fellowship Hall  
11:00am Bible Study with Pastor Chris  
3:00 p.m. Bible Study 101 Lite w/ Pastor Chris 
4:30 p.m. Confirmation Class 
7:00 pm Bible Study with Pastor Chris - online 
 

Wednesday February 4 
9:00 a.m. Piecemakers Quilting Group 
 

Saturday February 7 
8:30 a.m. Grace Audit 
 

Sunday February 8     
8:30 & 11:00 a.m. Worship 
9:45 a.m. Sunday School, Confirmation & Post-Conf. Classes  
10:00 a.m. Choir Rehearsal 
11:00 a.m. Grace Youth Bowling Event 

 
Can you help Grace meet our goal?!  
Help get Grace into the endzone this 
weekend by dropping off a box or 
two or twenty!  The cereal will re-
stock the shelves of the Community 
Food Pantry at St. Mary’s Mohegan 
Lake and bring nutrition and joy to 

many kids in our area whose bowls might otherwise go empty.   
 

Can’t get a box of cereal?  Visit our website at 
www.GraceYorktown.org to make a secure online donation and 
Grace will purchase the boxes for you. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.graceyorktown.org/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
   
   
   

Ash Wednesday 
Blood Drive 

Feb. 18th 
1:00-7:00 p.m. 

 
Visit 

www.NYBC.org to 
make an 

appointment or 
walk-in! 

http://www.nybc.org/


    
How do I know what is happening at Grace? 
4 Easy Ways to be in the know . . . 
 

Scan through the email that comes to you 
every Wed & Fri at Noon. 
 
Connect to Grace’s Facebook & Instagram 
Page  
 
Go to GraceYorktown.org 
 
Read the announcements in the 
Bulletin/Postings at the end of online 
worship 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Please make your tax-deductible donation to support 
Grace Lutheran and our many faithful ministries using 
this QR code! 

 
Grace Lutheran Church 

Christopher Chantelau, Pastor • Becki Advocate, Music Director 

Kristen Halderman, Parish Administrator • Samantha Calamera, Sexton 

Doug Jenkins, Dig. Ministry • Rev. Dr. Timothy Kennedy, Pastor Emeritus  
3830 Gomer St. • Yorktown Heights, NY • 10598 • 914.245.5737 • www.GraceYorktown.org 


