
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Prelude & Confession & Affirmation of Forgiveness 
 

P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and the Holy Spirit.  

Most holy and merciful God, 

C: we confess to you and to one another, 

and before the whole company of heaven, 

that we have sinned by our fault, 

by our own fault, 

by our own most grievous fault, 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
 

A: We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength.   

C: We diminish our respect and awe of You by not putting our 

relationship with you on the top of our priority list.  We relegate You 

to being our god of convenience and comfort rather than the Creator 

of the Cosmos, and, in this way, we limit the power you have in our 

lives.  Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

A: We let other voices speak to us of fulfillment, hope and peace.  

C: We have been tempted to turn away from the truth you offer us. 

We have doubted your presence, your power and your promise.  

Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

A: We have shut our ears to your call to love and serve others with the 

same compassionate love and service Christ offers us.   



C: We have not been diligent in staying keenly aware of how we can 

be a source of comfort, hope and sustenance to those who suffer, or 

are in despair, or deprived of what they need to live. We have not 

shown hospitality to the sojourner.  Instead, we find security in 

protecting and preserving our abundant blessings for ourselves.  

Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

A: We misuse and abuse the role you have given us in and over creation.   

C: We exploit and squander the earth’s resources without 

inconveniencing ourselves with consideration for the sustainability of 

life in the future.  We assume the power of gods, but fail to seek the 

wisdom of God in the use of our power, focusing too much on our 

satisfaction in this moment rather than comprehending the full scope 

of our actions.  We privilege our lives over the lives of other 

creatures without respect for the depth of the interconnectedness of 

all life. Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

A: We do not always own our own problems, nor do we take enough 

responsibility for working to solve them.   

C: We scapegoat, we make excuses, we get distracted.  We do not 

bring them to you and open ourselves to the Spirit’s guidance 

through unexpected voices and resources.  We become discontented 

because we resign to empty contentment. We default to following the 

norm rather than clinging to the distinction of being a Child of God.  

Hear us, O God, for your mercy is great. 
 

P: Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our 

Lord Jesus, the Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of 

the Holy Spirit keep us into eternal life.  

 

C: Amen. 
 

Entrance Hymn  Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness   843 
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Prayer of the Day 
 

P: The Lord be with you 

C: And also with you 
 

P: Let us pray: Heavenly Father, 

C:  your wisdom is not our wisdom, your ways are not our ways, 

and so you call us to listen to your word and follow your 

ways.  Send us the Spirit, that we will seek to align our minds 

with your mind and our wills with your will.  Give us eyes to 

see what others see, but not as others see it.  Open us to a 

view of life focused through the lens of the sacrifice of the 

cross; a living  from the evaluative point of view of 

unbounded compassion, grace and love.  We pray this in the 

name of the one whose vision of all people was informed by 

his unwavering hope of the liberation promised by the 

coming of God’s Kingdom, Jesus the Christ.  Amen. 

 

First Lesson                                                  Philippians 2 
 

If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, 

any fellowship in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy . . . have the 

same evaluative point of view, the same love, be of one mind by sharing 

a singular evaluative point of view.  Do not be motivated by selfish 

ambition or conceit, but, after a humble reflection on who you are, see 

that there is no reason you cannot lift up others in your eyes.  Do not 

become so self-absorbed that you are not considering others! This is the  

evaluative point of view that was in Christ -  so it should be your 

evaluative point of view, too.  Our Christ was God, but he did not count 

being God of real value for his mission and goal, so he stepped away 

from the benefits of being God and undertook the life of a servant leader, 



like you and I, humbling himself as a human being and being obedient to 

the Father’s will, going so far as to die a death on a cross.  But, because 

Christ did all of this, God raised him up and gave him a name that is 

above all other names.  Now, at the name of Jesus everything will bow 

down; everything heavenly, earthly and hellish. And every tongue will 

confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, giving glory to God the Father. 
 

L: The Word of the Lord!  C: Thanks be to God! 
 

Psalm                                                                                    32 
 
 

  
 

 

 

Happy are those whose transgression ís forgiven, 

 whose śin is covered.  
 

 Happy are those to whom the Lord imputes ńo iniquity, 

 and in whose spirit there is ńo deceit. 
 

 While I kept silence, my body wast́ed away 

 through my groaning áll day long. 
 

 For day and night your hand was heav́y upon me; 

 my strength was dried up as by the h́eat of summer.  R 
 

 Then I acknowledged my sin to you, 

 and I did not hide ḿy iniquity; 

 I said, "I will confess my transgressions to the Lord,"  

 and you forgave the guilt óf my sin. 
 

 Therefore let all who are faithful offer ṕrayer to you; 

 at a time of distress,  

the rush of mighty waters shall ńot reach them.  R 
 

 You are a hiding ṕlace for me; 

 you preserve me from trouble; 

 you surround me with glad cries óf deliverance. 
 

 I will instruct you and teach you the way ýou should go; 

 I will counsel you with my éye upon you. 
 

 Do not be like a horse or a mule, without understanding, 

 whose temper must be curbed with b́it and bridle, 

 else it will ńot stay near you. 



 

 Many are the torments óf the wicked, 

 but steadfast love surrounds those who trust ín the Lord. 
 

 Be glad in the Lord and rej́oice, O righteous, 

 and shout for joy, all you upr ́ight in heart.  R 

 

Second                                                              Colossians 3 
 

 aul writes . . . If, therefore, you are raised in Christ, seek what is 

above, where Christ is - sitting in the right hand of God – the higher 

evaluative point of view, not the one from earth.  For, you die, and 

your “life” is being held privately with Christ - in God! When Christ - 

who is your life - may be revealed, then you also will be revealed with 

him in glory!  Put to death, therefore, the parts of you that are “earthly”: 

the illicit sexuality, the uncleanness, the anxiety, the longings that are 

evil, and the greediness that is idolatry!  Through these comes the wrath 

of God. You walked-about in these ways previously, when you were 

living as “earthly people,” but now you must have put these all away: the 

vengefulness, the heated anger, the evil, the lies about God (that is, 

blasphemy), the shameful word that comes from your mouth.  Do not be 

deceitful with one another – stripping off the old self with those old 

practices and clothing yourselves anew - being renewed into the 

knowledge fitting of the identity which is created for you. . . . Clothe 

yourself, therefore, as God's “Chosen Ones,” holy and wholistically 

loved, with the tender mercies of compassion, pity, and kindness - having 

a humble evaluative point of view of yourself, and being gentle and long-

suffering - bearing with one another and being gracious even if you may 

have a reason to accuse another of doing something wrong to you - just 

as the Lord has been gracious to you, so you must be gracious to one 

another.  Then, to all these things, add wholistic love - which is a bond of 

completeness.  And let the peace of Christ be how you make judgments 

in your hearts – Christ, to which you were called in one body.  And be 

thankful!   Let the word of Christ dwell in you abundantly - teaching 

with Wisdom, and admonishing one another with psalms, hymns and 

spiritual songs - with grace - singing in your hearts to God.  And 

whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord 

Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.  
 

L: The Word of the Lord!  C: Thanks be to God! 

 

Children’s Sermon 
 

P 



Verse 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Gospel Acclamation 
 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 16th Chapter. 

C:  Glory to you, O Lord! 

Gospel                                           Matthew 16 
But coming into the district of Caesarea Philippi, Jesus questioned his 

disciples, saying, "Who do people say that the Son of Man is?"  

And they said, "They say on the one hand, John the Baptist, but others, 

Elijah, and on the other hand, Jeremiah, or one of the prophets."  

Jesus said to them, "But who do you say that I am?" 

Simon Peter answered, "You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God."  

And Jesus answered him, "Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah. . .” 

Then Jesus sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he is the 

Messiah.  From then, Jesus began showing his disciples that it is God 

plan that he go down into Jerusalem and suffer much from the elders and 

chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. 

And Peter pulling Jesus toward himself and beginning to rebuke him, 

says, "Mercy on you, Lord! No, never will this happen to you." 

But turning, Jesus says to Peter, "Step back behind me, Satan! You are a 

scandal to me, for, your evaluative point of view is not that of God, but 

that of humanity." 
 

P:  The Gospel of our Lord!  C:  Praise to you, O Christ! 
 

Sermon 
 

Hymn of the Day   O God, My Faithful God 806
 

 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Apostles Creed      
 

P:  I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and 

confess the faith of the church, the faith in which we baptize. 

Do you renounce all the forces of evil, the devil, and all his 

empty promises? 
 

C:  We do with the help of God. 
 

P:  Do you believe in God the Father? 

C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

       creator of heaven and earth. 
 

P:  Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

 



C:  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived of the power of the Holy Spirit 

     and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, 

     and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

P:  Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

C:  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting.  Amen 

 

The Prayers of the Church & Passing of the Peace 
 

Offertory      For the Fruit of All Creation    679 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Offertory Prayer 
 

A: Let us pray: 

C: Accept, O Lord, these gifts that we bring in gratitude this 

day; offerings from the abundant blessings we have received.  

May they be pleasing in your sight, that you will continue to 

look kindly on us and our needs, and that they may serve the 

need of manifesting your Kingdom in this age. We ask this in 

Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 
 

Great Thanksgiving   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

P: It is right  . . .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P: Holy God, we give you thanks and praise, for even in the midst of 

our turning away from you, you call to us . . . 

 
The Lord’s Prayer      
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                     

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Distribution Hymns    804, 800 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Post Communion Blessing & Prayer 
Benediction 
Recessional        Let us Ever Walk With Jesus  802 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Dismissal 
 

 

Sunday, March 15 
Fourth Sunday of Lent  
Deadline to RSVP for March Dining 
Out @ Somers Prime Pub 
8:30 & 11:00 a.m. Worship 
9:45 a.m. Sunday School & 

Confirmation Classes  
10:00 a.m. Choir Rehearsal  
 

Tuesday, March 17 
6:30 a.m. Bible Study & Breakfast 
11:00 a.m. Bible Study w/ Pastor Chris – hybrid 
3:00 p.m. Bible Study Lite – 101 w/ Pastor Chris 
4:30 p.m. Confirmation Class 
7:00 p.m. Bible Study w/ Pastor Chris – online 
 

Wednesday, March 18 
9:00 a.m. Piecemakers Quilting Group 
6:00 p.m. Bring-your-own dinner to the narthex 
7:00 p.m. Mid-week Lenten prayer service 
7:30 p.m. Property Committee Meeting 
 

Thursday March 19 
6:00 p.m. Grace Dining Out @ Somers Prime Pub 
 

Sunday, March 22   
Fifth Sunday of Lent  
8:30 & 11:00 a.m. Worship 
9:45 a.m. Sunday School & Confirmation Classes  
10:00 a.m. Choir Rehearsal 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Have a child interested in receiving their First Communion? Contact 

the church office today to register! 914-245-5737 or 

OfficeGraceYorktown@gmail.com 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Please make your tax-deductible donation to support 
Grace Lutheran and our many faithful ministries using 
this QR code! 
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