
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Prelude  Shall We Gather by the River 

 
Entrance Hymn       Oh, Love, How Deep        322 (vs. 1, 5-7) 

 

O, love, how deep, how broad, how high, 

beyond all thought and fantasy, 

that God, the Son of God, should take 

our mortal form for mortals’ sake! 

 

For us by wickedness betrayed, 

for us, in crown of thorns arrayed, 

he bore the shameful cross and death; 

for us he gave his dying breath. 
 

For us he rose from death again; 

for us he went on high to reign; 

for us he sent his Spirit here 

to guide, to strengthen, and to cheer. 
 

All glory to our Lord and God 

for love so deep, so high, so broad: 

the Trinity whom we adore 

forever and forevermore. 

 

 
 



Easter Greeting 
 

P: In the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 

A:  Christ is risen! 
C: Christ is risen indeed! 
 

P: The grace of our victorious and risen Lord, the love of our God 
who raised him and the communion of the Holy Spirit which they 
give to us be with you all. 
 

C: And also with you.  
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

P: Let us pray: 
C: God of earth and heaven, we celebrate the ascension of 

Your Son to Your right hand of power. Looking with 

anticipation for His return in glory, we hope in His coming 

reign of peace, abundance and wholeness. Empower us to 

manifest this future through our works in the present, 

transforming the world in His name for Your glory.  In Jesus’ 

name we pray. Amen. 
 

First Lesson                                     Acts 1 
The Ascension of Jesus 

 

he first narrative that I wrote for you, Theophilus, covered 
everything that Jesus did and taught from the beginning until 

that day when, after he gave instructions through the Holy Spirit 
to his chosen disciples, he was taken up. With a lot of hard 
evidence Jesus had proven that he was alive after his suffering, 
appearing to the disciples over the course of 40 days and speaking 
about the Kingdom of God. Getting the disciples together, Jesus 
commanded them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait for the 
promise of the Father, "which you heard from me. For John, on the 
one hand, once baptized with water, but you, on the other hand, 
will be baptized in the Holy Spirit not many days from now." 
Then, when they had come together, the disciples asked Jesus, 
"Lord, is this the time when you are in the process of restoring the 
kingdom to Israel?" 
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Jesus replied, "It is not for you to know the historical or even the 
God-determined moment that the Father sets by his own 
authority. Still, you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has 
come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all 
Judea and Samaria, and to the very end of the earth."  
After he said this, the disciples watched him being lifted up and 
the cloud carrying him away from their sight.  
And as they were intently focused on heaven, Jesus took himself 
across, and behold, two men in white clothes were standing by the 
disciples. 
These two men said, "Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking 
into heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into 
heaven will come in the same way as you saw him going into 
heaven." 
 

R: The Word of the Lord!  C: Thanks be to God! 
 

Psalm                                                           68 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Let God rise up, let God’s eneḿies be scattered; 

 let those who hate God f́lee before God. 
 

 As smoke is driven away, so drive t́hem away; 

 as wax melts before the fire,  

let the wicked perish b́efore God.   
 

 But let the right́eous be joyful; 

 let them exult before God; let them be jubiĺant with joy. 
 

 Sing to God, sing praises t́o the Lord’s name; 

 lift up a song to the Lord who rides upon the clouds -- 

 this one’s name is the Lord--be exult́ant before the Lord.   
 

 Father of orphans and prot́ector of widows 

 is God in God’s holy h́abitation. 
 

You ascended the high mount, leading captives in your train 

 and receiving ǵifts from people, 



 even from those who rebel against  

the Lord God's ab́iding there. 
 

Blessed be the Lord, who daily b́ears us up; 

 God is óur salvation.  

 

Second Lesson               Ephesians 1 
 

 , Paul, have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love  
 for all the saints, and for this reason I continually give thanks 

for you as I remember you in my prayers. I pray that the God of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of 
wisdom and revelation – all in his knowledge - enlightening the 
eyes of your heart and enlightenment in knowing what is the hope 
to which he has called you - what is the wealth of the glory of his 
inheritance among the saints, and how unsurpassable is his great 
power in us, those who believe in the dominating energy of the 
strength of God which energized in Christ, raising Christ from 
death and seating Christ at the Father’s right hand in the heavenly 
places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, 
and above every name being named, not only in this age but also 
in the coming age. And the Father subjugated all things under 
Christ’s feet and made Christ head over all the church, which is 
Christ’s body, the fullness of Christ which fills all things 
completely.  
 

L: The Word of the Lord! C: Thanks be to God! 

Verse   
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Gospel Acclamation 

 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 24th chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord! 
 

Gospel                                     Luke 24 
 

hen Jesus completely opened their minds to understand the 
scriptures, and he said to them, "This is what is written - the 

one who was anointed by God as the Christ suffered and then 
rose from death on the third day, and repentance for the liberation 
from sin was proclaimed in his name into all nations, beginning 
from Jerusalem. You all are Witnesses for this Christ. And behold, 
I send the promise of my Father to you. But, sit here in the city 
until you may be clothed with power from on high." 
  Then Jesus led the disciples out as far as the town of Bethany, 
and lifting up his hands he blessed them. While he was blessing 
them, he withdrew from them. And they, worshipping him, 
returned to Jerusalem with great joy and were continually in the 
temple blessing God. 
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord!  C: Praise to you, O Christ 
 

Sermon 
 

Hymn of the Day     [tune: Von Himmel Hoch  ELW 268] 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, 
arises now to paradise. 
Disciples whom He washed and fed 
rejoice as heavenward He flies. 
 

 

With Moses and Elijah dwell; 
Love joins Just Law with Mercy’s Grace. 
The King who knew the death of hell 
Alive in glory takes His place. 
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Ascended Lord your presence here 
The Mystery your Word makes clear, 
Our debt for sin by faith you paid. 
Around the table you have laid; 
 
 

O Savior now at God’s right hand, 
Come key the gate to holy ground. 
Jerusalem, our promised land! 
Cry out our hearts at trumpet sound. 

 

In joy and hope we raise to you 
Uplifted voices, hearts and eyes. 
All honor, glory, praise is due 
O Holy God who fills the skies. 
 
 
 

 

Nicene Creed      

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 
with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and 
for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of 
the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in 
glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will 
have no end.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and 
the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We 
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 
come. Amen. 
 

The Prayers Church & Passing of the Peace 
 

Choir Anthem  Communion Meditation 

 



Offertory    Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven 864 
 

 Praise, my soul, the God of heaven; 
 joyfully your tribute bring. 
 Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, 
 evermore God's praises sing. 
 Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 Praises everlasting ring! 

 

 Angels sing in adoration, 
 in God's presence, face to face. 
 Sun and moon and all creation, 
 all who dwell in time and space. 
 Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 Praise with us the God of grace! 

Offertory Prayer 
A: Let us Pray 

C: Living God, we praise you for the abundant blessings of this 
life. In humble recognition of the love you always show to us, 
we bring these gifts and ourselves as our thanks. Use them and 
us to bear the fruit of goodness and grace so that your glory will 
be known to all. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.   
 
 

Great Thanksgiving           

   
             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

P: It is indeed . . .  
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The Lord’s Prayer                 
C:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 
Kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. Forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the Kingdom 
and the Power and the Glory now and forever. Amen. 
 

Distribution Hymns             393, 390, 380 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Benediction & Recessional    392 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dismissal A: Go in peace, serve the Lord!  C: Thanks be to God! 
          
       
 

Sunday,  May 17  
Ascension 
8:30 & 11:00 a.m. Worship 
9:45 a.m. Sunday School   
9:45 a.m. Confirmation Class & Post-
Confirmation Student Group Meeting  

 

Tuesday, May 19 
6:30 a.m. Early Birds Bible Study & Breakfast 
7:30 a.m. Finance Committee Meeting 
11:00 a.m. Bible Study w/ Pastor Chris – hybrid 
3:00 p.m. Bible Study 101 Lite – w/ Pastor Chris 
4:30 p.m. Confirmation class 
7:00 p.m. Bible Study w/ Pastor Chris - online 
 

Wednesday, May 20 
9:00 a.m. Peacemakers Quilting Group Meeting  
 

Sunday,  May 24   
Pentecost 
Last Day to RSVP for May Dining Out 
8:30 & 11:00 a.m. Worship 
9:45 a.m. No Sunday School   
9:45 a.m. No Confirmation Class  
9:45 a.m. No Post-Confirmation Student Group Meeting   

          


