
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ReOpening  
Celebration 

July 11, 2021 



Opening Proclamation 
(Please stand and face the entrance) 

 

P: Brothers and sisters in Christ, for almost 70 weeks we have 

been God’s people in the wilderness of the Covid experience.   

C: Scattered like Israel long ago, who sat by the rivers of 

Babylon longing to come back together on their holy ground 

again. 
 

P: We have observed a fast from singing God’s praises. 

C: A discipline of love and care for ourselves and each other. 
 

P: We have observed a fast from physical closeness. 

C: A discipline of love and care for ourselves and each other.  
 

P: We have observed a fast from gathering around the Lord’s 

Table. 

C: A discipline of love and care for ourselves and each other. 
 

P: And God has blessed us in our fasting.  Our love and care for 

ourselves and each other has meant we can now stand together, 

to break our fast. 

C:  To raise our voices in songs of praise.  To stand next to 

each other as One People in Christ.  To answer Jesus’ 

invitation to come to his table and receive his gifts of grace; 

the renewing of life in bread and wine.   
 

P: Before our fast is broken and our celebration begins, let us 

take a moment of silence to honor and call to God’s 

remembrance those who were struck down in the Covid 

wilderness, those who are still suffering from the effects of their 

illness, those who are mourning, those who have exhausted 

themselves in caring for the sick and the dying, and the many 

throughout the world who are still very much in the midst of the 

wilderness . . . May the Lord abide with the dead, restore the 

sick and strengthen those who serve and bring hope to those still 

in the midst of the struggle.   

C: Amen. 
 

P: I now declare our fasting to be at its end in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Lift your voices in 

song and come to the Feast! 

C: Amen, amen and amen! 

 



Entrance hymn   Lift High the Cross    660 
 

Greeting  

 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
 

A: This is the day that Lord has made. 

C: Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 

A: O Come let us worship and bow down; 

C: Let us kneel before the Lord our maker. 
 

A: Blessed be the name of the Lord from this time forth 

forevermore. 

C: From the raising of the sun to its setting the name of the 

Lord is to be praised. 
 

A: It is good to give thanks to the Lord, to sing praises to the 

Most High. 

C: To declare the Lord’s love in the morning and his 

faithfulness at the close of the day. 
 

A: Blessed is the One who redeems and saves us. 

C: Blessed is our God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

Hymn of Praise       How Great Thou Art                     856  

 

Prayer of the Day 
 

P: The Lord be with you 

C: And also with you 
       

       P: Let us pray: 

C: Father in heaven, with unfaltering faithfulness Your Son, 
Jesus, stayed true to the way of the cross and brought 
redemption to the world.  Send us the Spirit, that our 
disciplined faithfulness will keep us always in your way of 
compassion, grace and hospitality, that our world will 
continue to be transformed by all we do and say. We ask this 
in His holy name.  Amen. 

 



First Lesson                                             Habakkuk 2 
 

The Righteous Have Life By Faith 
 

 

 will stand at my watchpost, 

  and station myself on the rampart; 

I will keep watch to see what the Lord will say to me, 

 and what the Lord will answer concerning my complaint. 
  

Then the Lord answered me and said: 

 Write the vision; 

 make it plain on tablets, so that a runner may read it. 

 For there is still a vision for the appointed time; 

 it speaks of the end and does not lie. 

 If it seems to tarry, wait for it; 

 it will surely come, it will not delay. 

 Look at the proud! 

 Their spirit is not right in them, 

 but the righteous live by their faith. 
 

Reader: The Word of the Lord!   C: Thanks be to God           

 
Psalm   The King of Love My Shepherd Is         502 
 

 
 

Second Lesson                                      2 Timothy 4 

 

n the presence of God and of Christ Jesus (who is to judge the living  

 and the dead) and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I 

solemnly urge you: to proclaim the Word; to stand firm whether the time 

is favorable or unfavorable; to expose error; to speak a word of power 

against evil; to encourage good things; and to do all of this with the 

utmost patience and the goal of teaching.  For there will be a time when 

people will not stand up with healthy teaching, but, according to their 

own passions, they will pile up for themselves teachers who tickle their 

ears, and they will turn their ears away from the truth and will be made to 

wander away toward myths.  But you!  You: always be calm and 

collected; endure suffering; do the work of someone bringing the Good 

News; see your calling through to its end! 
 

Reader: The Word of the Lord!   C: Thanks be to God 
 

Verse            Thy Strong Word                511 

I 

I 



 

Gospel Acclamation 
 

P: Listen now for the Gospel; 
All: Alleluia! 
 

It is God's word that changes us; 
Alleluia! 
 

Come, Holy Spirit,  
melt and break our hearts of stone 
until we give our lives to God and God alone. 
 

Come, Holy Spirit,  
root in us God's living word, 
that we may show the faithfulness of Christ our Lord. 
 

Come, Holy Spirit,  
bind the broken, find the lost, 
confirm in us the fire and love of Pentecost. 
 

Listen now for the Gospel; 
Alleluia! 
 

It is God's word that changes us; 
Alleluia! 
 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 17th Chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord! 
 

Gospel                                                                        Luke 17 
 

nd it came about that while on the way to Jerusalem, Jesus was  

 walking on the border between the regions of Samaria and Galilee.  

As Jesus entering one of the border villages, he was met by ten men who 

had leprosy.  For health reasons, they remained socially distanced from 

Jesus.  

But, they called out, saying, "Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!"  

And when Jesus say them, he said to them, "As you leave here, go show 

yourselves to the priests."  

And it came about that, in their going away, they were made clean.  

And one of them, having seen that he had been restored, turned back, 

praising God with a loud voice. And now, he fell on his face at Jesus’ 

feet, thanking him.  This leper was a Samaritan.  

A 



And responding to this Jesus said, "Were not ten lepers made clean? But 

the other nine, where are they?  Was none of them found to return and 

give glory to God except this one not of our race?"  

And Jesus said to the Samaritan leper, "As you get up, go! Your faith 

saves you." 
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord! 

C: Praise to you, O Christ! 
 

Gospel  Response        Beautiful Savior               838 
 

Sermon 
 

Hymn of the Day        A Mighty Fortress         504 
 

A Creed                        page 105                                    
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 

Passing of the Peace 
 

Offering  & Offertory   845  vs. 1 & 5 
 

Offertory Prayer 
 A:  Let us Pray   

 C:  In thanks for all the blessing of life, for work and rest, for 

food and shelter, for love and laughter, for beauty and harmony, 

we return these offerings to You, O God.  We pray that our 

thanks is pleasing in Your sight, that what we offer is used again 

for sustenance and growth.   In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen. 
 

Great Thanksgiving                     page 144    

    The L Prayer           page 145 

    Distribution Hymns  

Let Us Break Bread Together  471 

O Living Bread from Heaven  542 

All Who Gather Gladly    461 

I Am the Bread of Life   485  vs 1 & 4 

As The Grains of Wheat  465 
 

Post Communion Canticle               547 



 

Prayer & Benediction 
 

Recessional        Lift Every Voice and Sing           841                                          
 

Postlude (please be seated) 
 

Dismissal 
 

 
 
 
 

Grace Lutheran Church 

Christopher Chantelau, Pastor • Becki Advocate, Dir. of Music 
Kristen Halderman, Parish Administrator • Vinnie Tipa, Sexton 

Rev. Dr. Timothy Kennedy, Pastor Emeritus  
3830 Gomer St. • Yorktown Heights, NY • 10598 • 914.245.5737 • grace-lutheran-church.com 

 


