
 6th Sunday  
after 

    Pentecost 
  

July 12, 2020 
 
 
 

Please continue to care for yourself and your neighbor  
by wearing your mask and maintaining safe social distancing  

during worship. 
  

Confession 
P : In the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit 
C: Amen 
 

P: Brothers and sisters in Christ, let us gather with true hearts that 
confess our sins to God, that earnestly ask for forgiveness and that 
trust in our renewal through the work of our Savior Jesus the 
Christ. 
 

P: Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C: who made heaven and earth. [Psalm 124:8] 
 

P: I said I will confess my transgressions to the Lord. 
C: And you forgave the iniquity of my sin. [Psalm 32:5] 
 

A: Almighty God, merciful Father: 
C: I confess to you all my sins with which I have offended 
you and my neighbors.  I am sorry for them.  I devote 
myself to repentance and pray for your mercy.  In your 
boundless grace and compassion send me your Holy Spirit 
that I may be strengthened in my faith and made ready for a 
life obedient to your will and your way. 
 

P: God is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and full of steadfast 
love. [Exodus 34:6] Therefore, in obedience to the command of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, I declare the entire forgiveness of all your sin in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
C: Amen.  

 



Prelude 

Greeting  

 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 

 

Psalm of Praise  
 

P: O sing to the Lord a new song, 

 for he has done marvelous things. 

 

 C:  The Lord has made known his salvation; 

 has revealed God’s righteousness in the sight of the nations. 

 

 God remembers his steadfast love and faithfulness . . . 

 

 All the ends of the earth have seen 

 the salvation of our God. 

 

 Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth; 

 

 break forth into joyous song and sing praises. 

 

 Sing praises to the Lord with the harp, 

 with the harp and the sound of melody. 

 

 With trumpets and the sound of the horn 

 make a joyful noise before the King, the Lord. 

 

 Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; 

 the world and those who live in it. 

 
 Let the floods clap their hands; 

 let the hills sing together for joy 

 at the presence of the Lord,  

 

for he is coming to redeem the earth. 

 

 God will rule the world with righteousness, 

 and the peoples with equity. 



Prayer of the Day 
 

P: Let us pray: 

C: With eager ears, willing hearts and open minds we listen for 

Your word, Lord God.  Through the inspiration of Spirit, let it 

take root, blossom and bear the fruits of wisdom, understanding 

and action.  For the sake of Jesus and a world hungry for your 

Kingdom, do not leave us barren and wilting.  Amen. 

 

Entrance hymn            234 
 

1 Almighty God, your word is cast 

like seed into the ground; 

now let the dew of heav'n descend, 

and righteous fruits abound. 

 

2 Let not the sly, satanic foe 

this holy seed remove, 

but give it root in ev'ry heart 

to bring forth fruits of love. 

 

3 Let not the world's deceitful cares 

the rising plant destroy, 

but let it yield a hundredfold 

the fruits of peace and joy. 

 

4 So when the precious seed is sown, 

Life giving grace bestow, 

that all whose souls the truth receive, 

its saving pow'r may know. 

 

 

Lesson                                  Zechariah 8:11-17 

 

  But now I will not deal with the remnant of this people as in the former 

days, says the Lord of hosts. 12 For there shall be a sowing of peace; the 

vine shall yield its fruit, the ground shall give its produce, and the skies 

shall give their dew; and I will cause the remnant of this people to 

possess all these things. 13 Just as you have been a cursing among the 

nations, O house of Judah and house of Israel, so I will save you and you 

shall be a blessing. Do not be afraid, but let your hands be strong. 

14 For thus says the Lord of hosts: Just as I purposed to bring disaster 

upon you, when your ancestors provoked me to wrath, and I did not 



relent, says the Lord of hosts, 15 so again I have purposed in these days 

to do good to Jerusalem and to the house of Judah; do not be afraid. 16 

These are the things that you shall do: Speak the truth to one another, 

render in your gates judgments that are true and make for peace, 17 do 

not devise evil in your hearts against one another, and love no false oath; 

for all these are things that I hate, says the Lord. 
 

Psalm      Psalm 107 
 
 

 P: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

 for his steadfast love endures forever. 

 

 C: Let the redeemed of the Lord say so, 

 those he redeemed from trouble 

 and gathered in from the lands, 

 from the east and from the west, 

 from the north and from the south. 

 

 Some wandered in desert wastes, 

 finding no way to an inhabited town; 

 hungry and thirsty, 

 their soul fainted within them. 

 

 Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble, 

 and he delivered them from their distress; 

 he led them by a straight way, 

 until they reached an inhabited town. 

 Let them thank the Lord for his steadfast love, 

 for his wonderful works to humankind. 

 

 For he satisfies the thirsty, 

 and the hungry he fills with good things. 

 

 Let them extol him in the congregation of the people, 

 and praise him in the assembly of the elders. 

 

 He turns rivers into a desert, 

 springs of water into thirsty ground, 

 

 He turns a desert into pools of water, 

 a parched land into springs of water. 

 



 And there he lets the hungry live, 

 and they establish a town to live in; 

 they sow fields, and plant vineyards, 

 and get a fruitful yield. 

 

 By his blessing they multiply greatly, 

 and he does not let their cattle decrease. 

 

 When they are diminished and brought low 

 through oppression, trouble, and sorrow, 

 he pours contempt on princes 

 and makes them wander in trackless wastes; 

 but he raises up the needy out of distress, 

 and makes their families like flocks. 

 

 The upright see it and are glad; 

 and all wickedness stops its mouth. 

 

Let those who are wise give heed to these things, 

 and consider the steadfast love of the Lord. 
 

 
Gospel Acclamation 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 13th Chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord! 

 
Gospel                                       Matthew 131-9, 18-23 
 

 
 

 

The Parable of the Sower and the Seeds 
  

 While Jesus was still on the boat and the crowd was gathered on the 

beach he told them a parable . . .  
 

   "Listen, there was a farmer who went out to plant seed.  As he was 

planting some seeds fell on the path and the birds came and devoured 

them. Other seeds fell on rocky ground where they did not have much 

soil.  These seeds grew quickly but because the soil was so shallow and 

their root were not very deep they burned off just as quickly when the 

sun beat down on them.  Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns 

grew up and choked them out. Other seeds fell on good soil and yielded 

grain, some an astounding 100 times what was expected, some an 

incredible 60 times what was expected and some an amazing 30 times 



what was expected.  You who have ears – listen!”  

 

Later the disciples asked Jesus to explain this parable. So Jesus said: 

"Ok, listen up and I will tell you about the parable of the farmer!  Evil 

comes and snatches away the seed of the Word of the Kingdom that is 

planted in the hearts of those who hear it but do not understand it - this is 

what was planted on the path.  As for what was planted on rocky ground 

-  these are the people who hear the Word and are instantly full of joy 

and excitement, but because they are actually are not well rooted in 

themselves (and because it is not the moment of God’s fulfillment of His 

Kingdom) when they are challenged about their faith or harassed about it 

they turn away from the Word and their faith. As for what was planted 

among thorns -  these are the people who hear the word, but because they 

are anxious or because they are focused on their wealth the Word gets 

choked out and does nothing.  As for what was planted in good soil -  

these are the people who hear the Word and understand it.  They are the 

people who get the work of God done – some of them yielding an 

astounding 100 times what was expected, some an incredible 60 times 

what was expected and some an amazing 30 times what was expected. 

 

P: The Gospel of the Lord! 

C: Praise to you, O Christ! 

 
Sermon 
 

Hymn of the Day                           [tune: 542] 
 

Christ taught us of a farmer who went out sowing seeds. 
A few had trouble growing among the rocks and weeds. 
But others grew till harvest in soil that was so good. 
O God, you sow the gospel: The seed is your own word. 
 
You sowed your word of love here so many years ago. 
Your message found a welcome; your word began to 
grow. 
By grace, this church was built here by saints who followed you. 
The seed took root and flourished: we hear and follow, 
too. 
 
We thank you for each laborer who lives in loving ways, 



For those who seek to serve you without expecting 
praise. 
For hearts and songs uplifted, for work and sacrifice. 
The seed you planted grows here: we grow in Jesus 
Christ. 
 
In times of joy we praise you, in struggling times we search, 
And always we are learning to be your faithful church. 
Your Spirit gives us vision, and hearts and lives made new. 
Your harvest is for sharing: sent out, we work for you. 

 

A Creed  page 105 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth.  
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,  

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the virgin Mary,  

suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, died, and was buried;  

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again;  

he ascended into heaven,  

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy catholic church,  

the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Offering  is  Presented 
 

Offertory Prayer 
 P:  Let us Pray   

 C:  In thanks for all the blessing of life, for work and rest, for 

food and shelter, for love and laughter, for beauty and harmony, 

we return these offerings to You, O God.  We pray that our 

thanks is pleasing in Your sight, that what we offer is used again 

for sustenance and growth.   In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen. 



 

The Prayers         
 

The L Prayer           
 

Benediction 
 

Dismissal 

 
Grace’s Congregation Council has affirmed that Grace will be 
following the new NYForward Phase requirements, maintaining 
the closure of the building other than for Sunday Worship and 
cancelling and postponing all Grace Events at least until the Mid-
Hudson Region reaches Phase 4.  Grace will continue to abide by 
the requirements for Mask-wearing and Social Distancing 
imposed by NY State.  
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