
 

S: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 

S:  Praise the Lord, the maker of heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is 
in them. 
 

C: Those who keep the Sabbath and call it a delight shall rejoice 
in God’s kingdom. 
 

S: All who hallow the seventh day shall be gladdened by God’s goodness.  
 

C: This day is the festival of the spirit, sanctified and blessed by 
God, the most precious of days, a symbol of the joy of creation. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



S: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
 

C: And also with you. 
 

 

S: For the beauty of the earth, Creator God, 
C: We give you thanks. 
 

S: For the rich abundance of the natural order, Lord, 
C: We give you thanks. 
 

S: For the many ways that you provide for all creation, Sustainer, 
C: We give you thanks. 
 

S: For the material things that enable our survival and provide for 
our comfort, gracious God, 
C: We give you thanks. 
 

S: As we strive first for the Kingdom of God and its righteousness, 
C: Teach us to pursue the work of justice. 
 

S: We live in a world that has the resources to satisfy everyone’s 
hunger, if only we will share our food. 
C: Teach us to love kindness. 
 

S: We long to live lives characterized by reckless generosity and 
hospitality. 
C: Teach us to walk humbly with you. 
 

S: We commit to sharing all that you have entrusted to us with all 
people, 
C: That in so doing, we might be transformed into more 
faithful followers of Jesus Christ.  

 

S: Let us pray: 

C: God of glory and love, true and lasting peace comes from 
you alone. Send us as peacemakers and witnesses to your 
kingdom. Fill our hearts with joy in your promises of 
salvation; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 



(the beginning of a continual reading)
 

I, Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, write to you, 
the saints who are in Ephesus and who are faithful in Christ Jesus. 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ . . . Blessed is the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing that is 
in the heavenly places, just as the Father chose us in Christ before 
the foundation of the world, to be holy and blameless before the 
Father, loving the Father with a wholistic love . . . having destined 
us for our adoption through Jesus Christ to be the Father’s, 
according to the pleasure of his will - to the praise of  the glory of 
his grace that he bestowed on us in that wholistic loving – in the 
Father we have redemption through Christ’s blood, the 
forgiveness of our mis-steps, according to the riches of Christ’s 
grace that Christ lavished on us. With all wisdom and with a 
right-evaluative-point-of-view, Christ has made known to us the 
mystery of the Father’s will, according to the Father’s pleasure 
that the Father purposed in Christ, to the proper stewardship of 
the fullness of the critical time, reconciling all of us in Christ, those 
in the heavens and those on the earth, in him.  In Christ we have 
also been assigned our 'lot in life', having been destined according 
to his purpose, accomplishing everything according to his counsel 
and his will, into him, whose we are - into his praise and glory – 
our trusting in the Christ.  
   In Christ you also, when you, having heard the word of truth, 
the gospel of your salvation, having believed in him, were made 
sealed in the Spirit - the Promise - the Holy - which is the pledge 
of our inheritance – our possession – for his praise his glory. 
 
 Reader: The Word of the Lord!   C: Thanks be to God! 
 

 

I will listen to what the Lord Ǵod is saying, 
for he is speaking peace to his faithful people 
and to those who turn their h́earts to him. 
 

Truly, his salvation is very near to t́hose who fear him, 
that his glory may dwell ín our land.   



 

Mercy and truth have ḿet together; 
righteousness and peace have ḱissed each other. 
 

Truth shall spring up f́rom the earth, 
and righteousness shall look d́own from heaven. 
 

The Lord will indeed ǵrant prosperity, 
and our land will ýield its increase. 
 

Righteousness shall ǵo before him, 
and peace shall be a pathway f́or his feet.   

 
 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the 6th Chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord! 

King Herod Beheads John the Baptist 
 

   And King Herod heard of Jesus, for Jesus' name had become 
well known. 
And some people were saying, "John, the baptizer, has been raised 
out of death and because of this, a power is working in him."  
But others said, "It is Elijah."  
And others said, "It is a prophet, like one of the great prophets of 
long ago."  
But Herod, hearing these ideas, decided, "John, whom I beheaded, 
has been raised." 
For Herod himself had sent his police to arrest John and lock him 
up him in prison because John had been speaking badly of 
Herodias, his brother Philip's wife, whom Herod had married.  
For John had been telling Herod, "It is not lawful for you to be 
joined with your brother's wife."  
So, Herodias had a grudge against John and wanted to kill him, 
but she did not have the power to do so, for Herod feared John, 
knowing that John was a righteous and holy man, and so Herod 
protected him. When he listened to John he was greatly perplexed, 
but he liked to listen to him.  
 

    And the unfortunate day came when Herod, on his birthday, 



gave a banquet for his courtiers and officers and for the leaders of 
Galilee.  
Herod’s daughter Herodias came in and danced in a way that 
pleased Herod and the others reclining together. 
The king said to the girl, "Ask me for whatever you wish, and I 
will give it."  
And Herod solemnly swore to her, "Whatever you ask me, I will 
give you, even half of my kingdom."  
And she went out and asked her mother, "What should I ask for?"  
Her mother replied, "Ask for the head of John, the baptizer."  
The girl ran back quickly to Herod and said, "I wish for you to 
give me the head of John the Baptist on this plate at once."  
And the King, becoming deeply grieved on account of his oath 
and those who heard it, did not wish to turn her down, so he 
immediately sent a soldier of the guard, and commanded the 
guard to bring back John's head.  And the guard left and cut off 
John’s head in the prison and brought his head on a platter and 
gave it to the girl, and the girl gave it to her mother.  And when 
John’s disciples heard this, they came and took John’s corpse, and 
placed him in a tomb. 

 

P: The Gospel of the Lord!   C: Praise to you, O Christ! 
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I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 
earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

P: The Lord be with you. C: And also with you. 
 

P: Lift up your hearts. C: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give God thanks and praise.  



      It is indeed right and responsible that we should at all times and in 
all places offer thanks and praise to you almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. We recall and proclaim that in your 
great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who came as the Messiah, 
reaching out to heal the sick and suffering, preaching good news to the 
poor, and inviting all to your table through his sacrifice on the cross. 
  In that night in which he was handed over . . .  
 

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

P: Let us pray. 
C: We rejoice that you use the harvests of the field, the fruit 
of the vineyard and the fellowship of the table to fulfill 
your promise of an abiding presence in our lives. As we 
leave this sacred time lead us out to faithful lives that 
manifest that presence through all that we say and do. In 
Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
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A: Go in peace, serve the Lord!  C: Thanks be to God!

 
Courage, brothers and sisters in Christ!! God calls us to share in 
the teaching of our faith to the children and Grace has an 
opportunity for you to serve the Lord by lending your skill, love, 
time and creativity to teaching a Sunday School class once in a 
while! It is a great joy and very rewarding. Speak with Pastor 
about what is needed and what you can do to make a real 
difference here at Grace!   
 

Thomas Hoover and Emily DeLeo will be married at Grace 
on Saturday, July 20th, 2024. The couple and their families 
would like to invite the members of Grace to attend the 

ceremony, which will take place in the sanctuary at 2pm. 
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