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Prelude 
 

Confession & Absolution 
 

P: In the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit 
C: Amen 

 

P: Brothers and sisters in Christ, let us gather with true hearts 
that confess our sins to God, that earnestly ask for forgiveness 
and that trust in our renewal through the work of our Savior 
Jesus the Christ. 

 

A: Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C: who made heaven and earth. [Psalm 124:8] 

 

A: I said I will confess my transgressions to the Lord. 
C: And you forgave the iniquity of my sin. [Psalm 32:5] 

 

A: Almighty God, merciful Father: 
C: I confess to you all my sins with which I have 
offended you and my neighbors. I am sorry for them. I 
devote myself to repentance and pray for your mercy. In 
your boundless grace and compassion send me your 
Holy Spirit that I may be strengthened in my faith and 
made ready for a life obedient to your will and your way. 

 



P: God is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and full of 
steadfast love. [Exodus 34:6] Therefore, in obedience to the command 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, I declare the entire forgiveness of all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit.  
C: Amen. 
 

Entrance Hymn            Oh, Sing to the Lord                 822 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Greeting 



P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
 

C: And also with you 
 

Kyrie                                                                                                        ELW Setting 2 
 

P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
 

 
 
P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the 
Lord. 
 

 

 
 
P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of 
God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
 
 

 
 
P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and 
praise, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 

P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
 
 
 
 

 
H ymn of Praise                                                                              ELW Setting 2 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

 P: You are the treasured people of the Lord, 
C: A people holy to the Lord our God. 

 

A: We have seen what our God has done 
C: We declare God’s faithfulness from age to age for all 
time. 
 

A: We hear and keep God’s Word, 
C: And all that God has spoken we will do. 
 

P: Let us pray: 
C: God of the beauty, wonder and goodness of creation,  fill 
us with the Spirit, that the value we seek and the profit we 
pursue are grounded in the building up of Your Kingdom 
of grace, compassion, peace and justice.  Turn our hearts 
and our minds away from the temptations of the ease and 
convenience of neglect, exploitation and apathy, that we 
will zealously witness to your glory through our abundant 
works of faithfulness that mirror the abundantly good and 
faithful works of our Savior, Jesus, the Christ. Amen. 

  

Lesson                                                                                    Job 28 
 

   "But where will wisdom be found? And where is the place of 
understanding? Mortals do not know the way to it, and it is not 
found in the land of the living. The deep says, 'It is not in me, ‘and 
the sea says, 'It is not with me.' It cannot be gotten for gold, and 
silver cannot be weighed out as its price. It cannot be valued in the 
gold of Ophir, in precious onyx or sapphire. Gold and glass 
cannot equal it, nor can it be exchanged for jewels of fine gold. No 
mention shall be made of coral or of crystal;  the price of wisdom is 
above pearls. The chrysolite of Ethiopia cannot compare with it, 
nor can it be valued in pure gold.   

 

   "Where then does wisdom come from? And where is the place of 
understanding?” It is hidden from the eyes of all living and 
concealed from the birds of the air. Destruction and Death say, 



'We have heard a rumor of it with our ears.'  God understands the 
way to it, and God knows its place. For God looks to the ends of 
the earth and sees everything under the heavens. When God gave 
to the wind its weight, and apportioned out the waters by 
measure; when God made a decree for the rain, and a way for the 
thunderbolt; then God saw it and declared it; 
God established it and searched it out. And God said to 
humankind, 'Truly, the fear of Yahweh, that is wisdom; and to 
depart from evil is understanding.'" 
 

R: The word of the Lord!  C: Thanks be to God! 
 

Psalm                                    Psalm 119 
 

Deal with your servant according to your steadfast love, 

 and teach me your statutes. 
 

 I am your servant; give me understanding, 

 so that I may know your decrees. 
 

 It is time for the Lord to act, for your law has been broken. 
 

 Truly I love your commandments more than gold, more than 

 fine gold. 
 

 Truly I direct my steps by all your precepts; I hate every false 

 way. 
 

 Your decrees are wonderful; therefore my soul keeps them. 
 

 The unfolding of your words gives light; it imparts 

 understanding to the simple. 
 

 With open mouth I pant, because I long for your 

 commandments. 
 

 Turn to me and be gracious to me, as is your custom toward 

 those who love your name. 
 

 Keep my steps steady according to your promise, and never 

 let iniquity have dominion over me. 
 

 Redeem me from human oppression, that I may keep your 

 precepts. 
 

 Make your face shine upon your servant, and teach me your 

 statutes. 
 

 My eyes shed streams of tears because your law is not kept. 
 

 You are righteous, O Lord, and your judgments are right. 



 

 You have appointed your decrees in righteousness and in all 

 faithfulness. 

 My zeal consumes me because my foes forget your words. 
 

 Your promise is well tried, and your servant loves it. 
 

 I am small and despised, yet I do not forget your precepts. 
 

 Your righteousness is an everlasting righteousness, and your law 

 is the truth. 
 

Lesson                                                                       Revelation 21 
 

John spoke of his vision, saying: Then one of the seven angels who 
had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues came and said 
to me, "Come, I will show you the bride, the wife of the Lamb."  
And in the spirit he carried me away to a great, high mountain 
and showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of 
heaven from God. It has the glory of God and a radiance like a 
very rare jewel, like jasper, clear as crystal. It has a great, high wall 
with twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and on the gates 
are inscribed the names of the twelve tribes of the Israelites . . . 
And the wall of the city has twelve foundations, and on them are 
the twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. . . The wall is 
built of jasper, while the city is pure gold, clear as glass. The 
foundations of the wall of the city are adorned with every jewel; 
the first was jasper, the second sapphire, the third agate, the 
fourth emerald, the fifth onyx, the sixth carnelian, the seventh 
chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth chrysoprase, 
the eleventh jacinth, the twelfth amethyst. And the twelve gates 
are twelve pearls, each of the gates is a single pearl, and the street 
of the city is pure gold, transparent as glass. I saw no temple in the 
city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb.  
And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the 
glory of God is its light, and its lamp is the Lamb. The nations will 
walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory 
into it. Its gates will never be shut by day and there will be no 
night there. People will bring into it the glory and the honor of the 
nations. But nothing unclean will enter it, nor anyone who 
practices abomination or falsehood, but only those who are 
written in the Lamb's book of life. 
 

R: The word of the Lord!  C: Thanks be to God! 



Verse                                     ELW Setting 3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Gospel Acclamation 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 13th Chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord! 
 

Gospel                                                                          Matthew 13 
 

The Parable of the Precious Pearl 
 

   While in the house by the shore, Jesus told his disciples the second of 

four parables, saying . . .  

"Again, the kingdom of the heavens is like a person – a merchant  - 

seeking fine pearls.  But, discovering one valuable pearl, going off, she 

sells everything, as much as she has, and buys it.” 
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord!   C: Praise to you, O Christ! 

Sermon 
Hymn of the Day    God in heaven hath a treasure,        tune: 526 
 

1.God in heaven hath a treasure, 

Riches none may count or tell; 

Hath a deep eternal pleasure, 

Christ, the Son, He loveth well. 

God hath here on earth a treasure, 

None but He its price may know— 

Deep, unfathomable pleasure, 

Christ revealed in saints below.  

 

2. Christ, the Light that fills the heavens, 

Shining forth on earth beneath, 

Through His Spirit freely given, 

Light of life ’midst shades of death. 

Down from heav’n’s unclouded glory 



God Himself the treasure brought, 

Closing thus His love’s sweet story 

With His sweetest, deepest thought.  

 

3. God in tongues of fire descending, 

Chosen vessels thus to fill 

With the treasure never ending, 

Ever spent—unfailing still. 

Still unwasted, undiminished, 

Though the days of dearth wear on, 

Store eternally unfinished, 

Fresh, as if but now begun.  

 

4. Earthen vessels, marred, unsightly, 

But the treasure as of old, 

Fresh from glory, gleaming brightly, 

Heav’n’s undimmed, unchanging gold. 

God’s own hand the vessel filling 

From the glory far above, 

Longing hearts forever stilling 

With those riches of His love.  

 

5. Thus, through earthen vessels only, 

Shining forth in ceaseless grace, 

Reaching weary hearts and lonely, 

Beams the light in Jesus’ face. 

Vessels worthless, broken, bearing 

Through the hungry ages on, 

Riches giv’n with hand unsparing, 

God’s great gift, His precious Son.  

 

6. Thus though worn, and tried, and tempted, 

Glorious calling, saint, is thine; 

Let the Lord but find thee emptied, 

Living branch in Christ the Vine! 

Vessels of the world’s despising, 

Vessels weak, and poor, and base; 

Bearing wealth God’s heart is prizing, 

Glory from Christ’s blessed face.  

 

7. Oh, to be but emptier, lowlier, 

Mean, unnoticed, and unknown, 



And to God a vessel holier, 

Filled with Christ, and Christ alone! 

Naught of earth to cloud the glory, 

Naught of self the light to dim, 

Telling forth His wondrous story, 

Emptied—to be filled with Him. 

 

Apostles Creed  
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 
earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayers & Passing of the Peace 
 

Offering / Offertory                                                  182 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

A: Let us Pray 

C: God of grace and abundance, we joyfully offer these gifts of 
thanks for your blessings in our lives. We pray that you find 
what we bring in this moment to be an acceptable and adequate 
reflection of our gratitude, that you will continue to look on us 
as your faithful people, worthy of your favor and beneficence.  
And with humbleness in the face of our hubris, we beg your 
forgiveness for our lack of attention, respect and care for all you 
provide. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.   
 

Great Thanksgiving                           ELW Setting 3 

   
             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

P: It is indeed . . .  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Lord’s Prayer                 
C:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 
Kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. Forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the Kingdom 
and the Power and the Glory now and forever. Amen. 
 
 

Distribution Hymns                                 515, 522 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Post Communion Blessing & Prayer 
 

Benediction & Recessional         Beautiful Savior    838     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



Dismissal   A: Go in peace, serve the Lord!  C: Thanks be to God! 

 

 

Sunday, July 26  

8:30 a.m. Worship 

9:45 a.m. Outdoor worship 

11:00 a.m. Worship 
 

Monday, July 27th 

7:30 p.m. Church Council Meeting 

 

Wednesday, July 29th 

9:00 a.m. Peacemakers Quilting Club 
 

Sunday, August 2       

8:30 a.m. Worship 

9:45 a.m. Outdoor worship 

11:00 a.m. Worship 
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