
 

P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 

P:  Praise the Lord, the maker of heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is 
in them. 
 

C: Those who keep the Sabbath and call it a delight shall rejoice 
in God’s kingdom. 
 

P: All who hallow the seventh day shall be gladdened by God’s goodness.  
 

C: This day is the festival of the spirit, sanctified and blessed by 
God, the most precious of days, a symbol of the joy of creation. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
 

C: And also with you. 
 

 

P: For the beauty of the earth, Creator God, 
C: We give you thanks. 
 

P: For the rich abundance of the natural order, Lord, 
C: We give you thanks. 
 

P: For the many ways that you provide for all creation, Sustainer, 
C: We give you thanks. 
 

P: For the material things that enable our survival and provide for 
our comfort, gracious God, 
C: We give you thanks. 
 

P: As we strive first for the Kingdom of God and its righteousness, 
C: Teach us to pursue the work of justice. 
 

P: We live in a world that has the resources to satisfy everyone’s 
hunger, if only we will share our food. 
C: Teach us to love kindness. 
 

P: We long to live lives characterized by reckless generosity and 
hospitality. 
C: Teach us to walk humbly with you. 
 

P: We commit to sharing all that you have entrusted to us with all 
people, 
C: That in so doing, we might be transformed into more 
faithful followers of Jesus Christ.  

 

P: Let us pray: 

Almighty and everlasting God, come nurture our hearts, our 
minds and our souls with the wisdom of your word, the 
grace of your table and the encouragement of our 
fellowship.  Refresh and sustain us for this life and for our 
hope in the eternal life promised through your Son, Jesus, in 
whose name we pray. Amen. 



 
 
 

Abraham Questions the Promise from God of an Heir 
 
 

fter these things the word of Yahweh came to Abram in a  
 vision, "Do not be afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your 

reward shall be very great."  
But Abram said, "My Lord, Yahweh, what is going on here, for I 
continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of 
Damascus?" 
And Abram said, "Take note, to me you have not given seed.  
Take note, a distant relative will have to be my promised heir."  
But the word of Yahweh came to him, "This man shall not be your 
heir; no one but your very own issue shall be your heir."  
Yahweh brought Abram outside and said, "Look toward heaven 
and count the stars, if you are able to count them."  
Then Yahweh said to Abram, "So shall your descendants be."  
And Abram believed Yahweh; and Yahweh reckoned it to Abram 
as righteousness.  
 

Reader: The Word of the Lord!   C: Thanks be to God! 
 

                            33 

I give you thanks, O Lord, with ḿy whole heart; 
before the gods I śing your praise; 
 

I bow down toward your holy temple  
and give thanks t́o your name 
for your steadfast love ánd your faithfulness; 
 

for you have exaĺted your name  
and your word ábove everything. 
 

On the day I called, you ánswered me, 
you increased my śtrength of soul. 
 

All the kings of the earth shall praise ýou, O Lord, 
for they have heard the words óf your mouth. 
 

They shall sing of the ways óf the Lord, 
for great is the glory óf the Lord.   R 
 

For though the Lord is high, the Lord reǵards the lowly; 
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but the haughty the Lord perceives from f́ar away. 
 

Though I walk in the ḿidst of trouble, 
you preserve me against the wrath óf my enemies; 
 

you stretch óut your hand, 
and your right h́and delivers me. 
 

The Lord will fulfill his purpose for me; 
your steadfast love, O Lord, end́ures forever. 
Do not forsake the work óf your hands.  R 

 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 12th chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord! 

 

              
 

esus then said to his disciples, "Therefore, I tell you, do not be 
anxious about your life, what you may eat - or about your body, 

what you may wear.  For life is more than food, and the body 
more than clothing.  Consider the ravens: they neither sow nor 
reap, they have neither storehouse nor barn, and yet God feeds 
them. How much more are you worth than the birds!  And can 
any of you by worrying add a single hour to your span of life?  If 
then you are not being empowered to do so small a thing, why do 
you worry about the rest? Consider the lilies, how they grow: they 
neither toil nor spin, yet, I tell you, even King Solomon in all his 
glory was not clothed like one of these. But, if God so clothes the 
grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is being 
thrown into the oven, how much more will he clothe you -- you of 
little faith!  And you, do not seek what you may eat and what you 
may to drink, and do not be made wobbly, for it is the nations of 
the world that strive after all these things - and your Father knows 
that you need them. Instead, seek your Father’s kingdom, and 
these things will be given to you as well.  Have no fear, little flock, 
because it pleases your Father to give you the kingdom.  Trade 
away what is sustaining you and give charity. Make yourselves 
coin purses that are not becoming useless - an enduring 
storehouse in the heavens where no thief comes near and no moth 
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ruins. For where your storehouse is, there your heart will be. 
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord!   C: Praise to you, O Christ! 

 

    All Glory be to God on High  410  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 
earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

P: The Lord be with you. C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give God thanks and praise.  

      It is indeed right and responsible that we should at all times and in 
all places offer thanks and praise to you almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. We recall and proclaim that in your 
great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who came as the Messiah, 
reaching out to heal the sick and suffering, preaching good news to the 
poor, and inviting all to your table through his sacrifice on the cross. 
  In that night in which he was handed over . . .  
 

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

P: Let us pray. 
C: We rejoice that you use the harvests of the field, the fruit of 
the vineyard and the fellowship of the table to fulfill your 
promise of an abiding presence in our lives. As we leave this 



sacred time lead us out to faithful lives that manifest that 
presence through all that we say and do. In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen. 

 
   



A: Go in peace, serve the Lord!  C: Thanks be to God!  
 
 
 

Grace could use some HELP! . . . 
 

Grace wants to be a place where you have the opportunity to use your 
hands, your heart, your skills and your gifts to make faithful things 
happen. Let’s face it, Covid really changed the way we do things at work, 
at school, at home, and, yes, even at church and help is needed in some 
areas of Grace’s ministry:  
 

 The #1 need at Grace right now is help with Sunday School.  Sure, it 
is really hard to think about making a commitment to being part of 
something every Sunday – who does that anymore?  So, don’t.  But with 
more people there is more flexibility and more variety!  Don’t think about 
what you can’t do, consider what you can and let Pastor Chris know.   
 
There is need at Grace for help with the upcoming Fellowship Events.  
You know how that works, so reach out to Georgette Muller at 
gmuller5@gmail.com. 

   
There is a need at Grace for help as Assisting Ministers, Lectors and 
Communion Assistants.  Those who already have answered the call to 
serve in one of these ways can tell you that it may be a bit nerve-racking 
at first, but there is great joy and satisfaction in being an important part 
of worship leadership.  Think you have what it takes?  Contact Deacon 
Carol Straub at DCBstraub@verizon.net.  
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