
 Outdoor Worship                 August 23, 2026                             

Opening 
 

P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 

P:  Praise the Lord, the maker of heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is 
in them. 
 

C: Those who keep the Sabbath and call it a delight shall rejoice 
in God’s kingdom. 
 

P: All who hallow the seventh day shall be gladdened by God’s goodness.  
 

C: This day is the festival of the spirit, sanctified and blessed by 
God, the most precious of days, a symbol of the joy of creation. 
 

Gathering H ymn     
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 



Greeting 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
 

C: And also with you 
 

D ialog & Prayer of the Day 
 

P: For the beauty of the earth, Creator God, 
C: We give you thanks. 
 

P: For the rich abundance of the natural order, Lord, 
C: We give you thanks. 
 

P: For the many ways that you provide for all creation, Sustainer, 
C: We give you thanks. 
 

P: For the material things that enable our survival and provide for 
our comfort, gracious God, 
C: We give you thanks. 
 

P: As we strive first for the Kingdom of God and its righteousness, 
C: Teach us to pursue the work of justice. 
 

P: We live in a world that has the resources to satisfy everyone’s 
hunger, if only we will share our food. 
C: Teach us to love kindness. 
 

P: We long to live lives characterized by reckless generosity and 
hospitality. 
C: Teach us to walk humbly with you. 
 

P: We commit to sharing all that you have entrusted to us with all 
people, 
C: That in so doing, we might be transformed into more 
faithful followers of Jesus Christ.  

 

P: Let us pray: 

C:  Father in Heaven, you speak words of grace and life. Do 
not let our words lead others to despair or error, but filled 
with the Spirit, let us speak faithfully of Your power and 
purpose in all we say and do. We ask this through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, the Word of our Salvation, Amen. 

 

 



Lesson                                                            Ezekiel 18:1-4,25-32 

The word of the Lord came to me, Ezekiel, saying:   
 

  What do you mean by repeating this proverb concerning the 
land of Israel: "The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the 
children's teeth are set on edge?" As I live, says the Lord God, you 
will not use this proverb again in Israel. Know that all lives are 
mine; the life of the parent as well as the life of the child is mine. It 
is only the person who sins that truly dies. 
Yet you say, "The way of the Lord is unfair."  
Hear now, O house of Israel: Is it really my ways that are unfair?! 
No!  It is actually your ways that are unfair! When the righteous 
turn away from their righteousness and commit sin, they will die 
for it. But, when the wicked turn away from the wickedness they 
have committed and do what is lawful and right, they will save 
their lives - because they thought about what they were doing and 
turned away from all the transgressions that they had committed - 
they will certainly live - they will not die.   
Yet the house of Israel says, "The way of the Lord is unfair!"  
O house of Israel, are my ways unfair?!  Is it not your ways that are 
unfair??  Therefore, I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you 
according to your ways, says the Lord God. Repent and turn from 
all your transgressions - otherwise iniquity will be your ruin. Cast 
away from you all the transgressions that you have committed 
against me and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why 
will you die, O house of Israel? For I have no pleasure in the death 
of anyone, says the Lord God. Turn, then, and live. 
 

R: The word of the Lord!  C: Thanks be to God! 
 

Psalm                                    Psalm 25 
 

To you, O Lord, I lift úp my soul. 

 O my God, in ýou I trust; 
 

 do not let me be ṕut to shame; 

 do not let my enemies exult óver me. 
 

 Do not let those who wait for you be ṕut to shame; 

 let them be ashamed who are want́only treacherous. 
 

 Make me to know your ẃays, O Lord; 

 teach ḿe your paths.   



 Lead me in your t́ruth, and teach me, 

 for you are the God of my salvation; 

 for you I wait áll day long. 
 

Be mindful of your mercy, O Lord, and of your śteadfast 

love, 

 for they have been f́rom of old. 
 

 Do not remember the sins of my youth or my t́ransgressions; 

 according to your steadfast love remember me, 

 for your goodness' śake, O Lord! 
 

 Good and upright ís the Lord; 

 therefore the Lord instructs sinners ín the way. 
 

 
Gospel Acclamation 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 21st Chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord! 

 
Gospel                                                                         Matthew 21 

 

In the last few days before his death, Jesus was in the Temple being 
challenged by the Jewish religious leaders. Jesus responded by telling 
three parables. This was the first parable. Jesus said . . . 
 

"But what do you think about this story? A man has two sons and 
coming to the first son he says, 'Go off and work in the vineyard!'  
But replying, the first son says to his father, 'I don’t want to.'  
However, later, being repentant, he goes off into the vineyard. 
Then, coming to the second son, the Father says likewise, and, 
answering, that son says, ‘Yes, Lord,’ but he does not go off into 
the vineyard. 
Which of the two works the will of the father?"  
The Jewish religious leaders said, "The first."  
Jesus says to them, "Amen, I say to you, the tax collectors and the 
prostitutes go before you into the kingdom of God. For John (“The 
Baptizer”) comes to you in the Righteous Way and you do not 
believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believe him. 
But you, seeing this - you do not repent later to believe him. 

 

P: The Gospel of the Lord!   C: Praise to you, O Christ! 
 



Sermon &  H ymn of the Day  Oh God, My Faithful God     806 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Prayers & Passing of the Peace 

Words of Institution 
 

P: The Lord be with you. C: And also with you. 
 

P: Lift up your hearts. C: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give God thanks and praise.  
 

      It is indeed right and responsible that we should at all times and in 
all places offer thanks and praise to you almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. We recall and proclaim that in your 
great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who came as the Messiah, 
reaching out to heal the sick and suffering, preaching good news to the 
poor, and inviting all to your table through his sacrifice on the cross.  
    

  In that night in which he was handed over . . .  
 

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

Post Communion Blessing & Prayer 
P: Let us pray. 
C: We rejoice that you use the harvests of the field, the fruit 
of the vineyard and the fellowship of the table to fulfill 
your promise of an abiding presence in our lives. As we 
leave this sacred time, lead us out to faithful lives that 
manifest that presence through all that we say and do. In 
Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

Benediction 

  



Final H ymn Praise My Soul the God of Heaven           864   

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

D ismissal   A: Go in peace, serve the Lord!  C: Thanks be to God! 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Grace thanks Bryan Carson’s father’s company, “Perfect Pitch Gutters” 

for solving Grace’s gutter overflow and clogging issues so quickly and 

reasonably! If you need any work on your own gutters, here is their 

information: 
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