
 

 

P: In the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit 
C: Amen 

 

P: Brothers and sisters in Christ, let us gather with true hearts 
that confess our sins to God, that earnestly ask for forgiveness 
and that trust in our renewal through the work of our Savior 
Jesus the Christ. 

 

A: Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C: who made heaven and earth. [Psalm 124:8] 

 

A: I said I will confess my transgressions to the Lord. 
C: And you forgave the iniquity of my sin. [Psalm 32:5] 

 

A: Almighty God, merciful Father: 
C: I confess to you all my sins with which I have 
offended you and my neighbors.  I am sorry for them.  I 
devote myself to repentance and pray for your mercy.  In 
your boundless grace and compassion send me your 
Holy Spirit that I may be strengthened in my faith and 
made ready for a life obedient to your will and your way. 

 

P: God is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and full of 
steadfast love. [Exodus 34:6]  Therefore, in obedience to the 
command of our Lord Jesus Christ, I declare the entire 
forgiveness of all your sin in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
C: Amen. 

Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty              533

 

 

“Therefore, behold, your house is being left to you. “ 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
 

C: And also with you 
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P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
 
 
 

P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the 
Lord. 
 
 
 

 

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of 
God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
 
 

 
P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and 
praise, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 

P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
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P: Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father:  We worship you, 
we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.  
 
 
 
 



 
P: Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you 
take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. You are seated at the 
right hand of the Father; receive our prayer.  
 
 
 
 
 
P: For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are 
the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the 
Father. Amen 
 
 
 
 
 

P: The Lord be with you 
C: And also with you 

 

P: Let us pray: 
 C:  Father of wisdom and understand, you lay out for us a 

path for life that leads us away from despair, anxiety, 
fear, want and emptiness.  Fill us with the Holy Spirit so 
that we will have the faith necessary to trust and embrace 
your plans rather than finding confidence in relying on 
our own.  By the grace of Jesus, do not leave us to suffer 
too long or too deeply from the logical consequences of 
the choices we make, but always open to us the way to 
return to you and, ultimately, experience the 
consequence of following faithfully.  We ask this in the 
name of our Savior, Jesus, the Christ.  Amen. 

 

hen the great Prophet Samuel became old, he made his sons 
judges over God’s people, Israel. . . Yet, his sons did not 

follow in their father’s faithful ways, but turned aside after unjust 
gain; they took bribes and corrupted justice.  So, all the elders of 
Israel gathered together and came to the Prophet Samuel and said 

W 



to him, "You are old and your sons do not follow in your ways. So 
appoint a king for us who will govern us just like in other 
nations."  
But Samuel did not think appoint a king over Israel was a good 
idea.  He prayed to the Lord  and the Lord said to Samuel,  "Listen 
to what the people ask of you, for it is not you who they reject in 
their request, but they are rejecting me as the one who is king over 
them – as they have always done since the day I brought them up 
out of Egypt to this day, forsaking me and serving other gods. So, 
go ahead and listen to their voices.  Only, you will also solemnly 
warn them, and make clear to them the consequences of having a 
king reign over them. " 
So, Samuel spoke the words of the Lord to those who had come 
asking him to appoint a king over Israel.   
Samuel said, "This is what your king will do to you.  He will draft 
your sons as his chariot drivers and  his horsemen, and his 
infantry who will run before his chariots and he will appoint for 
himself commanders of thousands and commanders of fifties, and 
he will require some of you to plow his ground and to reap his 
harvest, and he will force you into making his implements of war 
and the equipment of his chariots. He will take your daughters to 
his palace to be his perfumers and his cooks and his bakers.  He 
will come and demand the best of your fields and vineyards and 
olive orchards to serve them in his palace.  He will tax you one-
tenth of your grain and of your vineyards and give it to his 
officers and his courtiers.  He will take your male and female 
slaves, and the best of your cattle and donkeys, and put them to 
his own work. He will tax you one-tenth of your flocks.  For all 
practical purposes, you will end up being his slaves.  And when 
the day comes that you realize what you have done to yourselves 
and you cry out to the Lord because of the abuses of your king – 
your king whom you have chosen for yourselves – the Lord will 
not answer you in that day." 
But, the people refused to listen to the voice of Samuel.   
Instead, they said, "No! We are determined to have a king over us 
so that we can be just like other nations, and so that our king may 
govern us and go out before us and fight our battles."  
When Samuel had heard all the words of the people, he repeated 
them in the ears of the Lord.  



The Lord said to Samuel, "Listen to their voice and set a king over 
them." 
 

Reader: The Word of the Lord!   C: Thanks be to God! 
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They confronted me in the day of my calamity; 
 but the Lord was my support. 
 

 He brought me out into a broad place; 
 he delivered me, because he delighted in me. 
 

 The Lord rewarded me according to my righteousness; 
 according to the cleanness of my hands he recompensed me. 
 

 For I have kept the ways of the Lord, 
 and have not wickedly departed from my God. 
 

 For all his ordinances were before me, 
 and his statutes I did not put away from me. 
 

 I was blameless before him, 
 and I kept myself from guilt. 
 

 Therefore the Lord has recompensed me according to my righteousness, 
 according to the cleanness of my hands in his sight. 
 

 With the loyal you show yourself loyal; 
 with the blameless you show yourself blameless; 
 

 with the pure you show yourself pure; 
 and with the crooked you show yourself perverse. 
 

 For you deliver a humble people, 
 but the haughty eyes you bring down. 
 

 It is you who light my lamp; 
 the Lord, my God, lights up my darkness. 
 

 This God--his way is perfect; 
 the promise of the Lord proves true; 
 he is a shield for all who take refuge in him. 
 

 For who is God except the Lord? 
 And who is a rock besides our God?-- 
 

 the God who girded me with strength, 
 and made my way safe. 

 



 

ince you have been “raised” in Christ, turn your attention 
toward higher ideals that come from where Christ is, sitting at 

the right of God.  Take a point of view that comes from there, 
above, and not from here, below. . . You need to put to death, 
then, those things that are “of the earth, ” like; abusive and 
disrespectful conduct regarding sex and sexuality, doing what is 
not faithful and takes you away from being godly, anxiety about 
life and living, wishing harm on those you don’t like or disagree 
with, the thinking that your life would be so much better if only 
you had what others have.  These things are how the “wrath of 
God” is expressed.  And, once upon a time, even you lived like 
that.  But now, you need to keep your mouth from being the 
source of: cruel expressions born from inner unrest, expressions of 
hot rage and unbridled anger, words spoken with the intention of 
causing harm, anything about God which is just not true, 
dishonorable words and expressions, and outright lies.  Having 
shed your old self and all those things you used to do, and 
clothing yourself, now, in Christ, instead – Christ who expressed a 
full knowledge and understanding of the Father who created him 
and in whom the distinctions of class and ethnicity and social 
status or occupation, and even denominational differences no 
longer set one person higher than another or closer to God than 
another, but all are one in Christ – so, clothing yourself in Christ  - 
you who are indeed God’s chosen people who are holy and loved 
– so, clothe yourself with the tender mercies of compassion, pity, 
kindness, a humble evaluative point of view, gentleness, patience 
in all things with everyone, and being gracious even with those 
who you might rightly owe you something out of what is thought 
to be just and fair – for, as the Lord has been gracious with you in 
this way, so you must, likewise, be gracious with others.  And to 
all these things, add earnest love, which is what completes our 
fellowship.  And let the peace of Christ be the arbitrator in your 
hearts - to whom you were called in one body.  And be thankful! 
 
 

Reader: The Word of the Lord!   C: Thanks be to God! 
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P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 13th chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord! 

 

 

hen Jesus went through one town and village after another, 
teaching as he made his way to Jerusalem. . .  

 

  Along the way, some Pharisees came along and said to Jesus, 
"Turn and go somewhere else far away from here, for King Herod 
of Israel has been wanting to kill you." 
But Jesus said to them, "You go tell that conniving, unfaithful, 
loser of a King that I say, 'Look, I cast out demons and heal people 
today and tomorrow, and on the third day my ministry will be 
complete.  Yet, it is necessary for me today, tomorrow, and the 
next day to go continue on, because it is not possible for a prophet 
to be destroyed outside of Jerusalem.  Jerusalem, Jerusalem, she is 
killing the prophets and is stoning those being sent to her!  How 
often have I wanted to gather your children together as a hen 
gathers her brood under her wings, and, yet, you did not want be 
gathered like this.  Therefore, behold, your house is being left to 
you.  And, I say to you, you may not see me until you will be 
saying, 'Blessed is the one coming in the name of the Lord.' 
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord!   C: Praise to you, O Christ! 

T 
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I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 
earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 
descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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A: Let us Pray 

C: Living God, we praise you for the abundant blessings of this 
life.  In humble recognition of the love you always show to us, 
we bring these gifts and ourselves as our thanks.  Use them and 
us to bear the fruit of goodness and grace so that your glory will 
be known to all.  In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.   
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P: It is indeed . . .  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



C:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 

Kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 

this day our daily bread. Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 

those who trespass against us and lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil. For Thine is the Kingdom and the Power and 

the Glory now and forever. Amen. 
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Grace could use some HELP! . . . 
 
 

There is need at Grace for help with the upcoming Fellowship Events.  
You know how that works, so reach out to Georgette Muller at 
gmuller5@gmail.com   
 

There is a need at Grace for help as Assisting Ministers, Lectors and 
Communion Assistants.  Those who already have answered the call to 
serve in one of these ways can tell you that it may be a bit nerve-racking 
at first, but there is great joy and satisfaction in being an important part 
of worship leadership.  Think you have what it takes?  Contact Deacon 
Carol Straub at DCBstraub@verizon.net.  
 

Fellowship Events are Back!  Grace always strives to be the place where 
you experience the gift of the friendship of fellow Christians through fun 
events.  You are invited to be part of the Fellowship Brunches after each 
worship service on September 18 or bring a dish to the Reformation 
Potluck at noon on October 30, or look for the return of Grace’s famous 
Annual Christmas Dinner in early December!   And the Dining Out Club 
is back, too, so look to be part of those monthly outings. 
 

 

TODAY 
Holy Cow Sunday 

      Support St. Mary’s Food Pantry by enjoying Ice Cream after every  
      Worship Service. 
      Interesting and Regular Flavors from The Blue Pig! 
 

Sunday September 4 
Labor Day Sunday 

A special selection of hymns, readings and prayers to reflect 
gratefully and thoughtfully on our labors.  

8:30 a.m. Worship 
11:00 a.m. Worship 
 

mailto:gmuller5@gmail.com
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Sunday September 11 
9/11 Memorial Day & Blessing of the Backpacks & God’s Work Our 
Hand’s Sunday  

Remembering those who died and those who continue to mourn 
and suffer from their part in the 9/11 experience, worship begins 
with a memorial prayer and hymn.  As schools begin again, it is 
good to have a tangible sign of God’s blessing for students to 
carry around with all day, so bring your backpack to be blessed!  
Grace’s many hands will get to work assembling the much-
needed Lutheran World Relief Personal Care kits after both 
worship services – come lend your hands. 

 

8:30 a.m. Worship 
9:45 a.m. LWR Care Kit Assembly Event!  
11:00 a.m. Worship 

 
Tuesday September 13 
Bible Study Tuesdays @ Grace are Back! 

Pastor Chris will lead three different opportunities to engage 
God’s Word together – none of the formats or content is the 
same, so come to all three!  
 

6:30 a.m. In-person Breakfast & Bible in Fellowship Hall 
11:00 a.m. Hybrid Study in Pastor’s Office : online or in-person 
7:00 p.m. Online Study  

 
 

Sunday September 18 
Fellowship Brunch Sunday! 

Enjoy wonderful company, delicious food and good Lutheran 
Coffee together after each worship service.  
 

8:30 a.m. Worship 
9:45 a.m. LWR Care Kit Assembly Event!  
11:00 a.m. Worship 


