
 15th Sunday  
after 

    Pentecost 
  

September 13, 2020 
 

 
 

Please continue to care for yourself and your neighbor  
by wearing your mask and maintaining safe social distancing  

during worship. 
  

Blessing of the Backpacks 
Confession 

P : In the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit 
C: Amen 
 

P: Brothers and sisters in Christ, let us gather with true hearts that 
confess our sins to God, that earnestly ask for forgiveness and that 
trust in our renewal through the work of our Savior Jesus the 
Christ. 
 

P: Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C: who made heaven and earth. [Psalm 124:8] 
 

P: I said I will confess my transgressions to the Lord. 
C: And you forgave the iniquity of my sin. [Psalm 32:5] 
 

A: Almighty God, merciful Father: 
C: I confess to you all my sins with which I have offended 
you and my neighbors.  I am sorry for them.  I devote 
myself to repentance and pray for your mercy.  In your 
boundless grace and compassion send me your Holy Spirit 
that I may be strengthened in my faith and made ready for a 
life obedient to your will and your way. 
 

P: God is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and full of steadfast 
love. [Exodus 34:6] Therefore, in obedience to the command of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, I declare the entire forgiveness of all your sin in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
C: Amen.  



Prelude 

Greeting  

 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 

 

Psalm of Praise  
 

P: O sing to the Lord a new song, 

 for he has done marvelous things. 

 

 C:  The Lord has made known his salvation; 

 has revealed God’s righteousness in the sight of the nations. 

 

 God remembers his steadfast love and faithfulness . . . 

 

 All the ends of the earth have seen 

 the salvation of our God. 

 

 Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth; 

 

 break forth into joyous song and sing praises. 

 

 Sing praises to the Lord with the harp, 

 with the harp and the sound of melody. 

 

 With trumpets and the sound of the horn 

 make a joyful noise before the King, the Lord. 

 

 Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; 

 the world and those who live in it. 

 
 Let the floods clap their hands; 

 let the hills sing together for joy 

 at the presence of the Lord,  

 

for he is coming to redeem the earth. 

 

 God will rule the world with righteousness, 

 and the peoples with equity. 



Prayer of the Day 
 

P: Let us pray: 

C: Father in Heaven, you speak words of grace and life.  Do not 

let our words lead others to despair or error, but filled with the 

Spirit, let us speak faithfully of Your power and purpose in all 

we say and do.  We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord, the 

Word of our Salvation, Amen. 

 

 

Entrance hymn            842 
 

O worship the King all-glorious above, 

O gratefully sing his power and his love: 

our shield and defender, the Ancient of Days, 

pavilioned in splendor and girded with praise. 

 

 O tell of his might and sing of his grace, 

whose robe is the light, whose canopy space. 

His chariots of wrath the deep thunderclouds form, 

and dark is his path on the wings of the storm. 

 

Your bountiful care, what tongue can recite? 

It breathes in the air, it shines in the light; 

it streams from the hills, it descends to the plain, 

and sweetly distills in the dew and the rain. 

 

Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail, 

in you do we trust, nor find you to fail. 

Your mercies, how tender, how firm to the end, 

our Maker, Defender, Redeemer, and Friend! 

 

O measureless Might, unchangeable Love, 

whom angels delight to worship above! 

Your ransomed creation, with glory ablaze, 

in true adoration shall sing to your praise! 

 

 

 
 
 



Lesson                                              Ezekiel 18:1-4,25-32 
 

The word of the Lord came to me and said:   
 

  What do you mean by repeating this proverb concerning the land of 

Israel: "The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children's teeth are 

set on edge?"  As I live, says the Lord God, you will not use this proverb 

again in Israel.  Know that all lives are mine; the life of the parent as well 

as the life of the child is mine: it is only the person who sins that shall 

die. 
 

  Yet you say, "The way of the Lord is unfair."  Hear now, O house of 

Israel: Is really my ways that are unfair?! No!  It is actually your ways 

that are unfair!  When the righteous turn away from their righteousness 

and commit sin they will die for it.  But, when the wicked turn away 

from the wickedness they have committed and do what is lawful and 

right they will save their life.  Because they thought about what they 

were doing and turned away from all the transgressions that they had 

committed, they will certainly live; they will not die.   
 

   Yet the house of Israel says, "The way of the Lord is unfair." O house 

of Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 

Therefore, I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to 

your ways, says the Lord God.   
 

   Repent and turn from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be 

your ruin.  Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have 

committed against me, and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit!  

Why will you die, O house of Israel?  For I have no pleasure in the death 

of anyone, says the Lord God. Turn, then, and live. 

 

 
Psalm             Psalm 25 
 
 

To you, O Lord, I lift úp my soul. 

 O my God, in ýou I trust; 
 

 do not let me be ṕut to shame; 

 do not let my enemies exult óver me. 
 

 Do not let those who wait for you be ṕut to shame; 

 let them be ashamed who are want́only treacherous. 
 

 Make me to know your ẃays, O Lord; 

 teach ḿe your paths.   



 

 Lead me in your t́ruth, and teach me, 

 for you are the God of my salvation; 

 for you I wait áll day long. 
 

Be mindful of your mercy, O Lord, and of your śteadfast 

love, 

 for they have been f́rom of old. 
 

 Do not remember the sins of my youth or my t́ransgressions; 

 according to your steadfast love remember me, 

 for your goodness' śake, O Lord! 
 

 Good and upright ís the Lord; 

 therefore he instructs sinners ín the way. 

 

Gospel Acclamation 
P: Listen now for the Gospel; 
All: Alleluia! 
 

It is God's word that changes us; 
Alleluia! 
 

Come, Holy Spirit,  
melt and break our hearts of stone 
until we give our lives to God and God alone. 
 

Come, Holy Spirit,  
root in us God's living word, 
that we may show the faithfulness of Christ our Lord. 
Come, Holy Spirit,  
bind the broken, find the lost, 
confirm in us the fire and love of Pentecost. 
 

Listen now for the Gospel; 
Alleluia! 
 

It is God's word that changes us; 
Alleluia! 

Zimbabwean liturgical acclamation 

 
P:  The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 21st Chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord! 

 

 



Gospel                                                           Matthew 21 
 

Parable of the Vineyard Owner who asks His Sons to Work 
 

In the last few days before his death, Jesus was in the Temple being 

challenged by the Jewish religious leaders.  Jesus responded by telling 

three parables.  This was the first parable.  Jesus said . . . 
 

"But what do you think about this?  

A man had two sons.   

He went to his first child and said: 'Go work in the vineyard today!'  

But the first son said to his father, 'I don’t want to.'  

However, later, having had his mind turned back to what his Father had 

said, he went out to the vineyard. 

The Father also went to the second son and told him to go out into the 

vineyard.  

And this son said, ‘I will, Lord,’ but then never went into the vineyard.  

So, what do you think? Which of these two sons did the will of their 

father?"  

The Jewish religious leaders said, "The first son."  

Then Jesus said to them, "I tell you truthfully that the tax collectors and 

the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you because 

John (the Baptist) came to you in a Righteous Way and you did not 

believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him.  But 

even after seeing this, you did not turn your mind back to your Father 

later and believe him. 

 

P: The Gospel of the Lord! 

C: Praise to you, O Christ! 

 
Sermon 

Hymn of the Day                           806 
 

1. O God, my faithful God, 
True fountain ever flowing, 
Without whom nothing is, 
All perfect gifts bestowing: 
Give me a healthy frame, 
And may I have within 
A conscience free from blame, 
A soul unstained by sin. 
 

2. Grant me the strength to do 
With ready heart and willing 
Whatever You command, 
My calling here fulfilling; 
That I do what I should 
While trusting You to bless 
The outcome for my good, 
For You must give success. 
 



3. Keep me from saying words 
That later need recalling; 
Guard me lest idle speech 
May from my lips be falling; 
But when within my place 
I must and ought to speak, 
Then to my words give grace 
Lest I offend the weak. 
 
4. Lord, let me win my foes 
With kindly words and actions, 
And let me find good friends 
For counsel and correction. 
Help me, as You have taught, 
To love both great and small 
And by Your Spirit's might 
To live in peace with all. 
 

5. Let me depart this life 
Confiding in my Savior; 
By grace receive my soul 
That it may live forever; 
And let my body have 
A quiet resting place 
Within a Christian grave; 
And let it sleep in peace. 
 
6. And on that final day 
When all the dead are waking, 
Stretch out Your mighty hand, 
My deathly slumber breaking. 
Then let me hear Your voice, 
Redeem this earthly frame, 
And bid me to rejoice 
With those who love Your 
name. 

 
Apostles’ Creed  page 105 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth.  
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,  

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the virgin Mary,  

suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, died, and was buried;  

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again;  

he ascended into heaven,  

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy catholic church,  

the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 



Offering  is  Presented 
 

Offertory Prayer 
 P:  Let us Pray   

 C:  In thanks for all the blessing of life, for work and rest, for 

food and shelter, for love and laughter, for beauty and harmony, 

we return these offerings to You, O God.  We pray that our 

thanks is pleasing in Your sight, that what we offer is used again 

for sustenance and growth.   In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen. 
 

The Prayers         
 

The Lord’s Prayer           
 

Benediction 
 

Dismissal 

 
 
Grace’s Congregation Council has affirmed that Grace will be 
following the new NYForward Phase requirements, maintaining 
the closure of the building other than for Sunday Worship and 
cancelling and postponing all Grace Events at least until the Mid-
Hudson Region reaches Phase 4.  Grace will continue to abide by 
the requirements for Mask-wearing and Social Distancing 
imposed by NY State.  
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