
 

 

P: In the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit 
C: Amen 
 

P: Brothers and sisters in Christ, let us gather with true hearts that 
confess our sins to God, that earnestly ask for forgiveness and that trust 
in our renewal through the work of our Savior Jesus the Christ. 
 

A: Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C: who made heaven and earth. [Psalm 124:8] 
 

A: I said I will confess my transgressions to the Lord. 
C: And you forgave the iniquity of my sin. [Psalm 32:5] 
 

A: Almighty God, merciful Father: 
C: I confess to you all my sins with which I have offended you 
and my neighbors.  I am sorry for them.  I devote myself to 
repentance and pray for your mercy.  In your boundless grace 
and compassion send me your Holy Spirit that I may be 
strengthened in my faith and made ready for a life obedient to 
your will and your way. 
 

P: God is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and full of steadfast love. 
[Exodus 34:6]  Therefore, in obedience to the command of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, I declare the entire forgiveness of all your sin in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
C: Amen. 

What is this Place               524

The Stories Jesus Tells   
 

Managing to have 

the right friends. 
 

“Make friends who will  
welcome you into the eternal places. “ 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
 

C: And also with you 
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P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
 
 
 

P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the 
Lord. 
 
 
 

 

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of 
God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
 
 

 
P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and 
praise, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 

P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
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P: The Lord be with you 
C: And also with you 

 

P: Let us pray: 
 C: Heavenly Father, Your Son taught us to properly value 

our money and resources. Send us the Spirit, that we will 
not cling to what ultimately is of little value. Inspire us 
to confidently take up the faithful perspective which 
uses these gifts to serve you and make friends with those 
you call us to claim as our neighbors. Fill us with the true 
hope that this is the way to the eternal places you 
prepare and promise. In the name of the one who 
redefined the meaning and purpose of a successful life 
as the Way of the Cross, we pray. Amen. 

 

Amos, a great prophet of God, spoke the Word of God to God’s people 
who had become unfaithful in their stiving to succeed in business, saying 
. . .  
 

ear this, you that trample on the needy, and bring to ruin the  
  poor of the land, saying, "When will the new moon be over 

so that we may sell grain; and when will the sabbath end, so that 
we may offer wheat for sale!? We will skimp on what we put in 
the packaging and charge more for it! We will “fix” the scales so 
that less weighs more. We will overcharge those who cannot 
afford to be overcharged - buying the poor for silver and the 
needy for a pair of sandals, and selling even the defective 
products at full price! 
The Lord has sworn by the faithfulness of our ancestor, Jacob, 
saying: ‘Surely, I will never forget any of their deeds!’” 
 

Reader: The Word of the Lord!   C: Thanks be to God! 
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Praise the Lord! 
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 Praise, O serv́ants of the Lord; 
 praise the name óf the Lord. 
 

 Blessed be the name óf the Lord 
 from this time on and forévermore. 
 

 From the rising of the sun t́o its setting 
 the name of the Lord is t́o be praised. 
 

 The Lord is high ab́ove all nations, 
 and the Lord’s glory ab́ove the heavens.   
 

 Who is like the Lord our God, 
 who is seat́ed on high, 
 who looks far down 
 on the heavens ánd the earth? 
 

 The Lord raises the poor from the dust, 
 and lifts the needy f́rom the ash heap, 
 to make them sit with princes, 
 with the princes óf the Lord’s people. 
 

Praise the Lord! 
 Praise, O serv́ants of the Lord; 
 praise the name óf the Lord. 

 

here is great profit in practicing godliness with contentment; 
indeed, we brought nothing into the world, so neither are we 

empowered to carry anything out of it – but, having food and 
clothing, we can be content. But, anyone striving for financial 
profit falls into temptations and traps and many foolish and 
harmful desires which are plunging them into corruption and 
ruin. For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil and those 
desiring it have been led astray from the faith and pierced 
themselves with many sorrows. But as for you, people of God, 
shun all this! Pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, 
endurance, and gentleness. Fight the good fight of the faith! Take 
hold of the eternal life to which you were called and for which 
you made - an effective proclaimer of righteousness in the 
presence of many witnesses. . . As for those who in the present age 
are rich, command them not to be arrogant, and not to hope in 
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those uncertain riches, but to hope in God, who richly provides us 
everything for our enjoyment. Do good! Be rich in beautiful 
works! Be generous and ready to share, storing up for yourselves 
a good foundation for the future so that you may take hold of that 
which is really life. 
 

Reader: The Word of the Lord!   C: Thanks be to God! 

 
 
 
 

 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 16th chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord! 

 

One day Jesus told the Disciples this parable . . .   
nce upon a time there was a rich man who had a Finance 
 Manager to manage his business. However, the rich man  
  heard rumors alleging that this Finance Manager was 
mismanaging the finances. 

So, the rich man called up the Finance Manager and asked her, 
'What is this that I am hearing about you? Hand over the account 
of your management, for you seem to not have the ability to 
manage effectively any longer.  
The Finance Manager then asked herself, ‘What am I going to do?  
I am too weak to dig ditches and I am too embarrassed to become 
a beggar.’ 
Then she said to herself. ‘I know what I may do so that if I may be 
terminated, I will still have friends who will welcome me as who I 
am.’ 
    The Finance Manager called one of the Rich Man’s suppliers 
and asked her, ‘How much do you owe my Boss?’   
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The supplier said, ‘100 jugs of olive oil.’   
Then the Finance Manager said, ‘Take your contracts, sit down 
and quickly write ‘50’.” 

   Then the Finance Manager called another supplier and asked, 
‘How much do you owe my Boss?’ 
The supplier said, ‘100 containers of wheat.’  
Then the Business Manager said, “Take your contracts and write 
‘80’.” 

   When the Rich Man heard how insightfully his Finance Manager 
had acted, he praised her, because the people of this age are more 
insightful about dealing with their own generation than are the 
“Children of Light” – those who are children of God.  And so, I 
tell you, you who are God’s Children, go ahead and make the 
right kind of friends for yourselves by the way you use the 
unrighteous resources of this world, so that when those resources 
are later eclipsed and make worthless, you will have made the 
kind of friends who will welcome you into God’s Kingdom.  
The Pharisees, who were fond of money, heard all this, and they 
sneered at him. 
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord!   C: Praise to you, O Christ! 

             Lord of Light                        tune:  688 

1. Lord of light, your name outshining all the stars and suns of space, 

use our talents in your kingdom as the servants of your grace. 

Use us to fulfill your purpose in the gift of Christ your Son. 

Lord of light, as in highest heaven, so on earth Thy will be done. 
 

2. By the toil of faithful workers in some far outlying field, 

by the courage, where the radiance of the cross is still revealed, 

by the victories of meekness, through reproach and suff’ring won. 

Lord of light, as in highest heaven, so on earth Thy will be done. 
 

3. Grant that knowledge, still increasing, at your feet may lowly kneel. 

With your grace our triumphs hallow, with your charity our zeal. 

Lift the nations from the shadows to the gladness of the sun - 

Lord of light, as in highest heaven, so on earth Thy will be done. 
 

4. By the prayers of faithful watchers, never silent day or night, 

by the cross of Jesus, bringing peace to all, and healing light, 



by the love that passes knowledge, making all your children one, 

Lord of light, as in highest heaven, so on earth Thy will be done. 

 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 
earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 
descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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A: Let us Pray 

C: Living God, we praise you for the abundant blessings of this 
life.  In humble recognition of the love you always show to us, 
we bring these gifts and ourselves as our thanks.  Use them and 
us to bear the fruit of goodness and grace so that your glory will 
be known to all.  In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.   
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P: It is indeed . . .  

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

C:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 

Kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 

this day our daily bread. Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 

those who trespass against us and lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil. For Thine is the Kingdom and the Power and 

the Glory now and forever. Amen. 
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Altar flowers are placed in honor of Pastor Chris’ birthday and are 
also placed by Gene Yetter in loving memory of Millie Yetter on 
her birthday. 
 
We welcome into the Christian faith through the Sacrament of 
Baptism, Mia Klara Piscopiello, Daughter of Sabrina and Marco 
Piscopiello. The water used for today’s Baptism was blessed in 
Sassinoro, Italy and brought here by Mia’s Great-Grandfather, 
Luciano Velardo. 
 
Blessing of the Quilts – A special thanks to the members of the 
Peacemakers Quilting Group for their dedication to the making of 
these quilts: Nasrin Khan, Linda Tipa, Marlene Sabanosh, Cheryl 
Kellogg & Carol Swanson.  The Group is very thankful for the 
donations of fabric, gently used bed sheets; you might recognize 
them as they are displayed here today. Thanks to the families who 
have donated supplies needed to make a quilt – sewing machines, 



thread and needles. Others that have used Thrivent Action Team 
money donations have helped to purchase the batting that 
provides the “puff” and warmth in a quilt – the most expensive 
component to a quilt. Your monetary gifts to Lutheran World 
Relief also helps support LWR with the costs to pay for the 
packing, shipping and distribution of these quilts around the 
world.  These quilts will travel to families that are very poor or 
living in refugee camps or have suffered great loss due to natural 
disasters or war. Each quilt offers comfort and caring to each 
family that receives a quilt. Join us on a Wednesday morning to 
help us help others; no special skills needed. Our Peacemakers 
Group thanks you all.

Sunday, September 14
Last Day to order memorial garden 
bricks 
Blessing of the Quilts 
8:30 a.m. Worship 
9:45 a.m. Sunday School & 
Confirmation classes  

9:45 a.m. Post Confirmation Student Group Meeting 
11:00 a.m. Worship 
 

Tuesday, September 16 
6:30 a.m. Early Bird Bible Study & Breakfast 
7:30 a.m. Finance Committee Meeting 
11:00 a.m. Bible Study w/Pastor Chris – hybrid 
3:30 p.m. Bible Study Lite 101 w/Pastor Chris 
4:30 p.m. Confirmation Class 
7:00 p.m. Bible Study w/Pastor Chris – online only 
 

Wednesday, September 17 
9:00 a.m. Piecemakers Quilting Group 
 

Sunday, September 21 
8:30 a.m. Worship 
9:45 a.m. Sunday School & Confirmation classes  
9:45 a.m. Post Confirmation Student Group Meeting 
11:00 a.m. Worship 


