
 

 

P: In the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit 
C: Amen 
 

P: Brothers and sisters in Christ, let us gather with true hearts that 
confess our sins to God, that earnestly ask for forgiveness and that trust 
in our renewal through the work of our Savior Jesus the Christ. 
 

A: Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C: who made heaven and earth. [Psalm 124:8] 
 

A: I said I will confess my transgressions to the Lord. 
C: And you forgave the iniquity of my sin. [Psalm 32:5] 
 

A: Almighty God, merciful Father: 
C: I confess to you all my sins with which I have offended you 
and my neighbors.  I am sorry for them.  I devote myself to 
repentance and pray for your mercy.  In your boundless grace 
and compassion send me your Holy Spirit that I may be 
strengthened in my faith and made ready for a life obedient to 
your will and your way. 
 

P: God is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and full of steadfast love. 
[Exodus 34:6]  Therefore, in obedience to the command of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, I declare the entire forgiveness of all your sin in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
C: Amen. 
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The Stories Jesus Tells   
 

The Vineyard Owner & 

The Tenant Farmers 
 

“But I did what was practical . . .“ 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
 

C: And also with you 
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P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
 
 
 

P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the 
Lord. 
 
 
 

 

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of 
God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
 
 

 
P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and 
praise, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 

P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
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P: The Lord be with you 
C: And also with you 

 

P: Let us pray: 
 C: Heavenly Father, we give you thanks for the wisdom 

and the comfort Jesus shares in the stories he told so long 
ago. Send us the Holy Spirit now, that Jesus’ words will 
stir in our minds and rest on our hearts so that we will be 
inspired to put aside our plans and schemes and embrace 
and accept the radically gracious and compassionate 
plans and purposes you design for Your people.  In 
Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen. 

Isaiah 57 
 

Isaiah, a great prophet of God, spoke the Word of God to God’s people 
who had been in exile for their sin, but God was about to bring them 
home . . .  
 

ho are you worried about? And who are you so afraid of 
that you would act so deceitfully and not remember me or 

even think about me? It is because I have been silent for so long 
that you are not afraid of me. So, now, I will recount your so-
called “righteousness” and your so-called “good deeds,” but they 
will not help you.  Instead, when you cry out for help, let the idols 
you have turned to help you!  Ah, a mere breath blows them all 
away.  But the one who looks to me for help – they are the ones 
who will inherit the promised land and they will have access to 
my holy mountain.” 
 

Reader: The Word of the Lord!   C: Thanks be to God! 
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The Lord is my strength and my song; 
The Lord has become my salvation. 
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Glad songs of salvation are in the tents of the righteous: 
“The right hand of the Lord does valiantly, 
the right hand of the Lord exalts, 
the right hand of the Lord does valiantly!” 
 

I will not die, but I will live, 
and recount the deeds of the Lord. 
 

The Lord has disciplined me severely, 
but the Lord has not given me over to death. 
 

Open to me the gates of righteousness, 
that I may enter through them 
and give thanks to the Lord. 
 

I thank you that you have answered me 
and have become my salvation. 
 

The stone that the builders rejected 
has become the cornerstone. 
 

This is the Lord’s doing; 
it is marvelous in our eyes. 
 

This is the day that the Lord has made; 
let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 

Save us, we pray, O Lord! 
O Lord, we pray, give us success! 

 

id yourselves, therefore, of all malice, and all guile,  
  insincerity, envy, and all slander. Like newborn infants, long 

for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into 
salvation--if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.  
Coming to the Lord as a living stone - being rejected, on the one 
hand, yet, chosen and precious according to God - and as living 
stones, let yourselves be built as a spiritual house, into a holy 
priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through 
Jesus Christ. 
For it stands in scripture: 

"See, I am laying in Zion a stone, 
a cornerstone chosen and precious; 
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and whoever believes in this one  
will not be put to shame." [Isaiah 28:15] 

 

To you, then, who are believing, this “cornerstone” is priceless; 
but for those who are not believing, 
 "The stone that the builders rejected 
 has been made into the very head of the corner," [Ps 118:22] 
and 
 "A stone that makes them stumble, 
 and a rock that causes scandal." [Isaiah 8:14] 
 

They stumble because they disobey the word - as they were 
destined to do. But, you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a 
holy nation, a people for possession, in order that you may 
proclaim the mighty acts of the One who called you out of 
darkness into the marvelous light. 
 Once you were not a people, 
 but now you are God's people; 
 once you had not received mercy, 
 but now you have received mercy. [Hosea 1:9; 2:23] 
 

Reader: The Word of the Lord!   C: Thanks be to God! 

 
 
 
 

 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 20th chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord! 

 

One day, close to the time of his crucifixion, as Jesus was teaching the 
people in the temple and telling the good news, the chief priests and the 



scribes came with the elders asking him questions . . . Jesus told the 
people this parable:  
nce upon a time, there someone planted a vineyard,  
  rented it out to a group of farmers, and then went off to 
another country for a good while.  

 

   When the critical time of the harvest season came, the vineyard 
owner sent a servant to the farmers to collect the fruit of the 
vineyard. But those tenant farmers beat him and sent the servant 
away, empty-handed.  

 

Next, the guy sent another servant to collect his share 
of the produce.  The tenants also beat and insulted this 
servant, sending him away empty-handed.  

 

The guy sent still a third servant, but the tenants also 
wounded this one and threw him out.  

 

Then the Lord of the Vineyard said, 'What should I do?  
I will send my son, the Beloved.  They will probably  
respect him.'  

 

But when the farmers saw him, they dialogued among 
themselves, deciding, 'He is the inheritor. When we kill 
him, the inheritance will be ours.'  
So, they threw the son, the Beloved, out of the vineyard 
and killed him.  
 

What, then, will the owner of the vineyard do to them? He will 
come and evict these farmers and give the vineyard to others." 
 

When the Jewish Religious Leadership in the Temple heard this 
parable they responded, "That is nonsense!"  
But, Jesus looked directly at them and said, "What, then, does this 
text mean: 
 

 'The stone that has been rejected by the builders  
This very one has become the cornerstone'?[Ps 118:22] 

 

Everyone falling on that stone will be crushed together into 
pieces; and upon whom it may fall, it will winnow."  
 

   The Jewish Religious Leadership were seeking to lay hands on 
Jesus at that very hour, but they were afraid of the people, for the 
people realized that Jesus had told this parable against the 
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Religious Leadership.  The Religious Leadership watched him 
closely and sent spies who pretended to be righteous so that they 
could trap Jesus by his own words, and the Religious Leadership 
could then hand Jesus over to the rule and authority of the Roman 
Governor. 
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord!   C: Praise to you, O Christ! 
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I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 
earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 
descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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A: Let us Pray 

C: Living God, we praise you for the abundant blessings of this 
life.  In humble recognition of the love you always show to us, 
we bring these gifts and ourselves as our thanks.  Use them and 
us to bear the fruit of goodness and grace so that your glory will 
be known to all.  In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.   
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 It is indeed . . .  

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Donate to 
Grace here! 



 
 

C:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 
Kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. Forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the Kingdom 
and the Power and the Glory now and forever. Amen. 
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Today we welcome to Grace, Martha Elder, 

Executive Director and Co-founder of Second Chance 

Foods. Second Chance Foods is a non-profit and 

based in Brewster who partners with local farms, 

grocers and food distributors to rescue surplus fresh 

food and ensure it reaches those who need it most. 

Their mission is to end the cycle of food waste & 

hunger by recovering local nourishing food and 

connecting it to anyone experiencing food insecurity while ensuring dignity 

and reducing barriers to access. 

 

Sunday, October 5 
Name Tag Sunday 

Last day to donate used coats, hats, gloves & mittens 

for Winter Gear Drive 

8:30 & 11:00 a.m. Worship 

9:45 a.m. Sunday School/Confirmation/Post-Confirmation classes  

9:45 a.m. Oktoberfest Potluck Brunch in fellowship hall 

10:00 a.m. Choir rehearsal in the sanctuary 
 

 



Tuesday October 7 

6:30 a.m. Breakfast & Bible Study  

11:00 a.m. Bible Study w/ Pastor Chris – hybrid 

3:30 p.m. Bible Study 101 Lite w/ Pastor Chris 

4:30 p.m. Confirmation Class 

7:00 p.m. Bible Study w/ Pastor Chris - online 
 

Wednesday October 8 

9:00 a.m. Piecemakers Quilting Group 

1:00 p.m. Grace Book Club Meeting 
 

Thursday October 9 

7:30 p.m. Grace Digital Committee Meeting 
 

Sunday, October 12 
8:30 & 11:00 a.m. Worship 

9:45 a.m. No Sunday School/Confirmation classes due to holiday weekend  

10:00 a.m. Choir rehearsal in the sanctuary 

 

Don't miss out on Grace's 
annual Oktoberfest gathering taking 
place today at 9:45 a.m. in the 
fellowship hall.  Bring your favorite 
dish to share. Beverages will be 
provided. 
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You are invited on Friday, 
10/17 @ 7:00 p.m. to join with 
other women from Grace for 
an enriching evening filled 
with conversation, wisdom & 
of course, wine & snacks! A 
guest speaker will provide 
helpful insights on how to be 
our best selves. 


