
 

P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen 
 

A: Come, gather in the presence of God with sincerity, offering 
ourselves as we are in this moment. {pause for reflection} Father, 
we confess that You remain faithful to us even in the midst of our 
own unfaithfulness. 
 

C: You are always reaching out to turn us back when we 
have turned away. You are constantly offering encouraging 
words of hope when we falter or become discouraged.  
You are brilliantly enlightening the dimness of our own 
understandings and expectations through Your wisdom. 
Forgive our sins and shortcomings. Do not forget or 
forsake us today or in the days ahead. In all humility, we 
come seeking the mercy, compassion and grace promised 
through Christ, Your gift of our salvation.  

 

P: The child who came into the world long ago in the simplicity of 
the manger and who will come again in great glory, is the sign for 
us that God is with us, now and always, forgiving our sins, 
liberating us from our limitations and turning us back to living 
ever more faithfully. With full trust in God’s power and intentions 
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to accomplish all that God has spoken, let us come now with 
renewed hearts, minds and souls to offer our gifts of prayer, praise 
and thanksgiving. 
C: Amen. 

   

Entrance Hymn     Once in Royal David’s City        269 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Greeting 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

      C: And also with you. 
 

P: God’s light breaks into the darkness; 

C: And hope and peace shine out. 
 

P: God’s Word breaks into the silence; 

C: And hope and peace speak out. 
 

P: God’s Son breaks into our lives; 

C: And hope and peace are known. 
 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Prayer of the Day 
 

P: The Lord be with you 

C: And also with you 
 

P: Let us pray: 

C: Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Often Your ways are 

not our ways and being faithful does not always mean doing 

what is socially approved, but socially marginal. Fill us with 

the Spirit so that we will have the same courage and 

confidence that Joseph had in responding to Your Word, that 

we will not count the cost of faithfulness, but gladly hear, 

know, and obey. For you live and reign with the Father and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

First Lesson                                                             Isaiah 7:10-16 
 

Again, the Lord spoke to King Ahaz, saying, “Ask a sign of the Lord 

your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.”  

But King Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the 

test.” 

Then Isaiah said: "Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to 

weary mortals that you weary my God also? Therefore, the Lord himself 

will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear 

a son and shall name him Emmanuel. He shall eat curds and honey by 

the time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. For before 

the child knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land 

before whose two kings you are in dread will be deserted. 
 

Reader: The Word of the Lord!   C: Thanks be to God 
 

 

Psalm                       The Great “O Antiphons” of the Advent Season 

These Antiphons are an Advent tradition throughout the Church. Each 
one begins with a name for Christ and reflects one of his attributes in 
scripture. 
 

P: O Rex Gentium: 
C: O King of the nations, and their desire, 

the cornerstone making both one: 
Come and save the human race, 
which you fashioned from clay 

 
 



Antiphon Hymn     257  vs. 1 & 7 
 

O come, O come, Immanuel, 
and ransom captive Israel 
that mourns in lonely exile here 
until the Son of God appear. 
 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Immanuel 
shall come to you, O Israel. 
 

O come, O King of Nations, come, 
O Cornerstone that binds in one; 
refresh the hearts that long for you; 
restore the broken, make us 
new. 
 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Immanuel 
shall come to you, O Israel. 

 

 

Second Lesson                                                        Romans 1:1-7 
 

  Paul, a slave of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the 

gospel of God, which God promised beforehand through the prophets in 

the holy scriptures, about the son who was descended from David 

according to the flesh and was declared to be “Son of God” with power 

according to the spirit of holiness, by resurrection from the dead, Jesus 

Christ our Lord, through whom we have received grace and apostleship 

to bring about the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles for the sake 

of his name, including yourselves who are called to belong to Jesus 

Christ. To all God's beloved . . . who are called to be holy: Grace to you 

and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Reader: The Word of the Lord!   C: Thanks be to God 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Gospel Acclamation  
P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 1st chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord! 
 

Gospel                                                               Matthew 1:18-25 
 

The genesis of Jesus Christ: 

   After his mother Mary had become engaged to Joseph, but before they 

"came together," she found to be pregnant from the Holy Spirit. But 

Joseph, her husband, being righteous and not willing to expose her to 

public disgrace, wanted to release her from the engagement secretly.  

But as he was considering doing this, behold, an angel of the Lord was 

fluoresced to him in a dream and said, "Joseph, son of David, do not be 

afraid. Take Mary as your wife, for the one conceived in her from the 

Spirit is holy. She will give birth to a son, and you are to call his name, 

‘Jesus,’ for he will save his people from their sins."  

But this all happened in order that what the Lord said speaking through 

the prophets may be fulfilled: 

Behold! the virgin will have in the womb and will birth a son, 

and they will call his name Emmanuel, [which being translated 

means, "God is with us."]  

And Joseph, having been awakened from the sleep, did as the angel of 

the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife and had no marital 

relations with her until she had birthed a son and he called his name 

Jesus. 
  

P: The Gospel of the Lord!  C: Praise to you, O Christ! 



Sermon 
 

Hymn of the Day  It Came Upon a Midnight Clear    282 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Nicene Creed      
 

   We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  
 

    We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 
with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and 
for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of 
the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in 
glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will 
have no end.  
 

    We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and 
the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We 
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 
come. Amen. 

 
Prayers of the Church and Passing of the Peace 
 

Offering / Offertory & Offertory Prayer       
 

1. We three kings of Orient are;  
bearing gifts we traverse afar,  
field and fountain, moor and 
mountain,  
following yonder star.  

 

Refrain:  
O star of wonder, star of light,  
star with royal beauty bright,  
westward leading, still 

proceeding, guide us to thy 
perfect light. 
 

5. Glorious now behold him 
arise;  
King and God and sacrifice:  
Alleluia, Alleluia,  
sounds through the earth and 
skies. [Refrain]

 

A: Let us pray:   



C: In the midst of this season of preparing to give and 
receive, we humbly offer these gifts to you, Father, in 
grateful acknowledgment of the myriad of blessings we 
have known in our past, know on this day, and are yet to 
know in the advent of the age to come. We pray that you 
find our offerings acceptable and pleasing for the sake of 
your great gift to us, the child in the manger, Jesus, in 
whose name we pray. Amen.   

 

Great Thanksgiving 
 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 

 

P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 

 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give him thanks and praise.  

 

P: We give you thanks, Heavenly Father, for the coming of Your 
Son, the incarnate; born into our humanity to be Emmanuel, God 
with us, the gift you give for our salvation. Come now, and hear our 
voices as we join the heavenly chorus in singing his praises: 

 

Come to Bethlehem and see  
him whose birth the angels sing;       
come, adore on bended knee  
Christ the Lord, the new-born King. 
Gloria in excelsis Deo 
Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
 

 P: Holy God, beginning and end, you embrace all time . . .  
 

The Lord’s Prayer  
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever. Amen. 

 
 



Communion Hymns    277, 279 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Post Communion Prayer 
 

Benediction 

Recessional         Prepare the Royal Highway            264 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Dismissal A: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord! 
  C: Thanks be to God! 
 

 

Altar flowers are dedicated by Lynne & Jim Carney in 
memory of Lauren Anne Carney. 
 
 



Sunday, December 17   

Advent III  

Holiday Fellowship after each service – bring 

your favorite Christmas Cookie to share 

8:30 a.m. Worship 

**10:00 a.m. Special Pageant Worship Service** 

No Confirmation Class 

11:30 a.m. ASP Youth Service Trip Informational Meeting 

3:00 p.m. Grace Christmas Caroling 
 

Monday, December 18 

4:30 p.m. ASP Youth Service Trip Informational Meeting 

7:00 p.m. Grace Council Christmas Gathering 
 

Tuesday, December 19 

6:30 a.m. Early Birds Bible Study & Breakfast 

7:30 a.m. Finance Committee Meeting 

11:00 a.m. Bible Study w/ Pastor Chris – hybrid 

7:00 p.m. Bible Study w/ Pastor Chris – online 
 

Wednesday, December 20 

9:00 a.m. Peacemakers Quilting Group Meeting – in person only 

6:00 p.m. Choir Rehearsal TBD 
 

Sunday, December 24  Advent IV & Christmas Eve  

**10:00 a.m. Advent IV Worship Service** 

No Sunday School or Confirmation Classes 

2:30 p.m.  Casual Family Christmas Eve Service 

7:30 p.m. Traditional Christmas Eve Service 

 

Monday, December 25  Christmas Day 

9:00 a.m. Christmas Day Worship Service 

 

 

Pick up your 2024 Offering Envelopes today! They are located outside 

the church office 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



Also meeting on Monday 12/18 @ 4:30 p.m. 
Questions? Please ask Pastor Chris 
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