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Prelude                      

C onfession and Forgiveness 
 

 

P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen 
 

A: Come, gather in the presence of God with sincerity, offering 

yourself as you are in this moment. {pause for reflection} Father, 

we confess that You remain faithful to us even in the midst of our 

own unfaithfulness. 
 

C: You are always reaching out to turn us back when we have 

turned away. You are constantly offering encouraging words 

of hope when we falter or become discouraged.  You are 

brilliantly enlightening the dimness of our own understandings 

and expectations through Your wisdom. Forgive our sins and 

shortcomings. Do not forget or forsake us today or in the days 

ahead. In all humility, we come seeking the mercy, compassion 

and grace promised through Christ, Your gift of our salvation.  
 

P: The child who came into the world long ago in the simplicity of 

the manger and who will come again in great glory, is the sign for 

us that God is with us, now and always, forgiving our sins, 

liberating us from our limitations and turning us back to living 

ever more faithfully. With full trust in God’s power and intentions 

to accomplish all the words that God has spoken, let us come now 

with renewed hearts, minds and souls to offer our gifts of prayer, 

praise and thanksgiving. 

C: Amen. 
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Greeting 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

      C: And also with you. 
 

A: God’s light breaks into the darkness; 

C: And hope and peace shine out. 
 

A: God’s Word breaks into the silence; 

C: And hope and peace speak out. 
 

A: God’s Son breaks into our lives; 

C: And hope and peace are known. 
 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

P: The Lord be with you 

C: And also with you 
 



P: Let us pray: 

C: Dear God – We thank you for this special season of 

Christmas.  We thank you for the gift of baby Jesus.  We ask 

that you bless us as we do our play about his birth.  Let our 

hearts be filled with love, joy, hope and peace!  In Jesus’ name 

we pray. Amen. 
 

Christmas Pageant 

 

O Come All Ye Faithful 

 

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant!  

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem: 

Come and behold him, born the king of angels: 

O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,  

O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 
 

The Angel Gabriel 
 

1. The angel Gabriel from heaven came, 

his wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame; 

"All hail," said he to meek and lowly Mary, 

"most highly favored maiden." Gloria! 
 

2. "I come from heav'n to tell the Lord's decree: 

a blessed virgin mother you shall be. 

Your Son shall be Immanuel, by seers foretold, 

most highly favored maiden." Gloria! 
 

3. Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head; 

"To me be as it pleases God," she said. 

"My soul shall laud and magnify his holy name." 

Most highly favored maiden, Gloria! 
 

Once in Royal David’s City 
 

1. Once in royal David’s city 

stood a lowly cattle shed, 

where a mother laid her baby 

in a manger for His bed: 

Mary was that mother mild, 

Jesus Christ her little Child. 
 

2. He came down to earth from heaven 

who is God and Lord of all, 

and His shelter was a stable, 

and His cradle was a stall: 

with the poor, and meek, and lowly, 

lived on earth our Savior holy. 
 

3. And our eyes at last shall see Him, 

through His own redeeming love; 

for that Child so dear and gentle 

is our Lord in heav'n above, 

and He leads His children on  

to the place where He is gone. 



 

 

O Little Town of Bethlehem 
 

 

1. O little town of Bethlehem, 

how still we see thee lie! 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 

the silent stars go by; 

yet in thy dark streets shineth 

the everlasting light. 

The hopes and fears of all the years 

are met in thee tonight. 
 

2. For Christ is born of Mary, 

and, gathered all above 

while mortals sleep, the angels keep 

their watch of wond'ring love. 

O morning stars, together 

proclaim the holy birth, 

and praises sing to God the king, 

and peace to all on earth! 

3. How silently, how silently 

the wondrous gift is giv'n! 

So God imparts to human hearts 

the blessings of his heav'n. 

No ear may hear his coming; 

but, in this world of sin, 

where meek souls will receive him, still 

the dear Christ enters in. 
 

4. O holy Child of Bethlehem, 

descend to us, we pray; 

cast out our sin, and enter in, 

be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels 

the great glad tidings tell; 

oh, come to us, abide with us, 

our Lord Emmanuel!
 

Angels We Have Heard on High 
 

1. Angels we have heard on high,  

Sweetly singing o'er the plains  

And the mountains in reply,  

Echoing their joyous strains  

Gloria, in excelsis Deo,  

Gloria, in excelsis Deo 
 

2. Shepherds why this jubilee?  

Why your joyous strains prolong?  

What the gladsome tidings be?  

Which inspire your heavenly song.  

Gloria, in excelsis Deo,  

Gloria, in excelsis Deo 
 

3. Come to Bethlehem and see,  

Him whose birth the angels sing,  

Come, adore on bended knee,  

Christ the Lord, the newborn King.  

Gloria, in excelsis Deo,  

Gloria, in excelsis Deo 

The First Noel 
 

The First Noel, the Angels did say,  

Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay  

In fields where they lay keeping their sheep,  

On a cold winter's night that was so deep.  

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel! 

Born is the King of Israel! 
 

 

 



 

We Three Kings Of Orient Are  

 

1. We three kings of Orient are;  

bearing gifts we traverse afar,  

field and fountain, moor and mountain,  

following yonder star.  
 

O, star of wonder, star of light,  

star with royal beauty bright,  

westward leading, still proceeding,  

guide us to thy perfect light. 
 

2. Born a King on Bethlehem's plain, 

gold I bring to crown him again, 

King forever, ceasing never, 

over us all to reign.  
 

3. Frankincense to offer have I; 

incense owns a Deity nigh; 

prayer and praising, voices raising, 

worshiping God on high.  
 

4. Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume 

breathes a life of gathering gloom; 

sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying, 

sealed in the stone-cold tomb. 
 

5. Glorious now behold him arise;  

King and God and sacrifice:  

Alleluia, Alleluia,  

sounds through the earth and skies. 
 

Silent Night 
 

Silent night, holy night! 

All is calm, all is bright 

Round yon virgin mother and child. 

Holy infant, so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace.  

Sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

Silent night, Holy night! 

Shepherd’s quake at the sight; 

Glories stream from heav’n afar, 

Heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia! 

Christ, the Savior is born!  

Christ, the Savior is born!  
 

Silent night, holy night! 

Son of God, love’s pure light 

Radiant beams from thy holy face, 

With the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.  

Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 
 



Away In A Manger 

Away in a manger, no crib for His bed 

The little Lord Jesus, lay down His sweet head  

The stars in the sky, look down where He lay  

The little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay 
 

The cattle are lowing, the poor Baby wakes  

But little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes 

I love Thee, Lord Jesus, nook down from the sky  

And stay by my side, 'til morning is nigh. 
 

Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask Thee to stay  

Close by me forever, and love me, I pray  

Bless all the dear children, in Thy tender care 

And take us to Heaven, to live with Thee there. 

Nicene Creed      
 

   We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  
 

    We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 
with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and 
for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of 
the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in 
glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will 
have no end.  
 

    We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and 
the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We 
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 
come. Amen. 
 

Prayers of the Church and Passing of the Peace 
 

Offering  
 Please make your donation to support Grace’s ministry!   



Offertory & Offertory Prayer 
 

1. What Child is this, who, laid to rest, 
On Mary's lap is sleeping? 
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, 
While shepherds watch are keeping? 
 

This, this is Christ, the King, 
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing: 
Haste, haste to bring Him laud, 
The Babe, the Son of Mary! 

 

3. So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh, 
Come, peasant, king to own Him. 
The King of Kings salvation brings; 
Let loving hearts enthrone Him 

 

A: Let us pray:  
C: In the midst of this season of preparing to give and receive, 
we humbly offer these gifts to you, Father, in grateful 
acknowledgment of the myriad of blessings we have known in 
our past, know on this day, and are yet to know in the advent of 
the age to come. We pray that you find our offerings acceptable 
and pleasing for the sake of your great gift to us, the child in the 
manger, Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen.   
 

Great Thanksgiving 
 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 

 

P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 

 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give him thanks and praise.  

 

P: We give you thanks, Heavenly Father, for the coming of Your 
Son, the incarnate; born into our humanity to be Emmanuel, God 
with us, the gift you give for our salvation.  Come now, and hear our 
voices as we join the heavenly chorus in singing his praises: 

 

Come to Bethlehem and see  
him whose birth the angels sing;       
come, adore on bended knee  



Christ the Lord, the new-born King. 
Gloria in excelsis Deo, Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
 

 P: Holy God, beginning and end, you embrace all time . . .  
 

The Lord’s Prayer  
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever. Amen 
 

 
Communion Hymns   272, 278, 282 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Post Communion Prayer 

Benediction 

Recessional          People Look East            248 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dismissal A: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord! 
  C: Thanks be to God! 
 

         

          

 

         

         

         

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Sunday December 21     Advent IV 

Holiday Potluck Fellowship will 

follow the 10:00 service  

Name Tag Sunday 
8:30 a.m. Regular Worship 
 
9:45  a.m.  No Confirmation class or 

Post-Confirmation student meeting 
 10:00 a.m. Sunday School Pageant Worship Service 
11:00 a.m. Holiday potluck luncheon in the fellowship hall (no 
11:00 service today) 

 

Monday, December 22 

7:30 p.m. Church Council Meeting 
 

Tuesday, December 23 

No Bible Studies this week – Merry Christmas! 
 

Wednesday, December 24 

3:00 p.m. Casual Christmas Eve Family Worship Service 

7:00 p.m. Traditional Christmas Eve Service 
 

Thursday, December 25 

10:00 a.m. Christmas Day Worship Service 
 

Sunday, December 28  

8:30 a.m. Worship 

9:45 a.m. No Sunday School 

9:45 a.m. No Confirmation class or Post-Confirmation Student Meeting 

11:00 a.m. Worship 
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