
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prelude                      

C onfession and Forgiveness 
 

P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen 
 

A: People of God, come, gather in the presence of God in all 

honesty, openness, and sincerity - offering yourself as you are in 

this moment. {pause for reflection} Father, we confess that You 

remain faithful to us even in the midst of our own unfaithfulness. 
 

C: Father, You are always reaching out to turn us back when 

we have turned away. You are constantly offering encouraging 

words of hope when we falter or become discouraged.  You are 

brilliantly enlightening the dimness of our own understandings 

and expectations through Your wisdom. Forgive our 

distractedness and our wanderings. Do not forget or forsake us 

this day or in the days ahead. In all humility, we come seeking 

the mercy, compassion and grace You promise through the 

child in the manger, Jesus, Your gift of our salvation.  
 

P: The child who came into the world long ago in the simplicity of 
the manger and who will come again in great glory, is the sign for 
us that God is with us, now and always, forgiving our sins, 
liberating us from our limitations and turning us back to living 
ever more faithfully. With full trust in God’s power and intentions 
to accomplish all the words that God has spoken, let us come now 
with renewed hearts, minds and souls to offer our gifts of prayer, 
praise and thanksgiving. 
C: Amen. 
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Entrance Hymn     Rejoice, Rejoice Believers        244 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Greeting 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

      C: And also with you. 
 

P: God’s light breaks into the darkness; 

C: And hope and peace shine out. 
 

P: God’s Word breaks into the silence; 

C: And hope and peace speak out. 
 

P: God’s Son breaks into our lives; 

C: And hope and peace are known. 
 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Prayer of the Day 
 

P: The Lord be with you 

C: And also with you 
 

P: Let us pray: 

C: Lord God, we rejoice that you fulfilled your Word of mercy to 

Zechariah and Elizabeth in the birth of John.  Confident that 

you will be as faithful and merciful to us in our time, we light 

this fourth candle on the Advent wreath as a continuation of 

our expectant anticipation of the arrival of your kingdom in 

the return of your Son.  Stir up Your Spirit within us that we 

will know the blessing of believing in the fulfillment of this 

Word to us.  Amen. 
 

First Lesson                                                               Isaiah 1:2-4 
 

ear, O heavens, and listen, O earth; for the Lord has spoken:  

  I reared children and brought them up, but they have rebelled 

against me. The ox knows its owner, and the donkey its manger; but 

Israel, Israel does not know, and my people do not understand. 
 

   Ah, sinful nation, people laden with iniquity, offspring who do evil, 

children who deal corruptly, who have forsaken the Lord, who have 

despised the Holy One of Israel, who are utterly estranged! 
 

Reader: The Word of the Lord!   C: Thanks be to God 
 

Psalm                       The Great “O Antiphons” of the Advent Season 

These Antiphons are an Advent tradition throughout the Church. Each 
one begins with a name for Christ and reflects one of his attributes in 
scripture. 
 

P: O Radix Jesse 

C: O Root of Jesse, standing as a sign among the peoples;  

before you kings will shut their mouths,  

to you the nations will make their prayer: 

Come and deliver us, and delay no longer. 

Antiphon Hymn      
 

O come, O come, Immanuel, 

and ransom captive Israel 

that mourns in lonely exile here 

until the Son of God appear. 
 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Immanuel 

shall come to you, O Israel. 

O come, O Branch of Jesse, free, 

Your own from Satan's tyranny; 

From depths of hell your people save,  

And give them vict'ry o'er the grave. 
 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Immanuel 

shall come to you, O Israel.
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Second Lesson                                                              1 Peter 5:6-11 
 

umble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, so that  

 God may exalt you in due time. Cast all your anxiety on God, 

because God cares for you.  Discipline yourselves! Keep alert! Like a 

roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls around, looking for someone 

to devour.  Resist that Devil, steadfast in your faith, for you know that 

your brothers and sisters in all the world are undergoing the same kinds 

of suffering. And, after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all 

grace, who has called you to His eternal glory in Christ, will, Himself,  

restore, support, strengthen, and establish you.  To God be the power 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Reader: The Word of the Lord!   C: Thanks be to God 
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Gospel Acclamation  
P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 1st chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord! 

Gospel                                                                    Luke 1:57-80 
  

nd the time for Elizabeth to give birth arrives and she gives birth to  

 a son.  And her neighbors and her relatives hear that the Lord 

magnifies his mercy with her, and they rejoice with her.  And in 

obedience to God’s Law, it happened on the eighth day that they go to 

circumcise the child and the people gathered there call him by the name 

of his father, “Zechariah.”   

But his mother said, "No! Rather, he is to be called ‘John.’"  

They said to her, "None of your relatives has this name."  

Then they began motioning to his father to find out what name he wanted 

to give him.  

Zechariah asked for a writing tablet and wrote, "His name is ‘John’."   

And all of them were amazed.  Immediately, his mouth was opened, and 

his tongue was freed and he began to speak, praising God.  And it came 

about that fear overcame all their neighbors, and throughout the entire 

hill country of Judea everyone was talking about these words.   

They took all that they were hearing to heart, wondering, "What, then, 

will this child become?" For indeed, the mighty hand of the Lord was 

with the child.   

Then the child’s father, Zechariah, was filled with the Holy Spirit and 

spoke this prophecy: "Speak well of the Lord God of Israel, for the Lord 

has looked favorably on the Lord’s people and redeemed them and has 

raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of the Lord’s child, 

David, as the Lord spoke through the mouth of the Lord’s holy prophets 

from of old, that we would be saved from our enemies and from the hand 

of all who hate us.  The Lord has shown the mercy promised to our 

ancestors, and has been caused to remember the holy covenant, the oath 

that was sworn to our ancestor, Abraham, to grant that we, being rescued 

from the hands of our enemies, might worship the Lord without fear, in 

holiness and righteousness before the Lord all our days.  And you, child, 

will be called, “The Prophet of the Most High.” For you will go before 

the Lord to prepare The Way - to give knowledge of salvation to the 

Lord’s people by their liberation from their sins.  By the tender mercy of 

our God, the sunrise from the heights will watch over us to shine light on 

those in darkness and those sitting in death’s shadow - who guides our 

feet into the way of peace." 

The child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in the wilderness 

until the day he was manifested to Israel. 
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P: The Gospel of the Lord!  C: Praise to you, O Christ! 

Sermon 

Hymn of the Day               The King Shall Come    260 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nicene Creed      
 

   We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  
 

    We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 
with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and 
for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of 
the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is 



seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in 
glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will 
have no end.  
 

    We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and 
the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We 
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 
come. Amen. 
 

Prayers of the Church and Passing of the Peace 
 

Offering  
     Please make your donation to support Grace’s ministry!   

Offertory & Offertory Prayer 
 

1. We three kings of Orient are;  
bearing gifts we traverse afar,  
field and fountain, moor and 
mountain, following yonder star.  
 

O, star of wonder, star of light,  
star with royal beauty bright,  
westward leading, still proceeding, 
guide us to thy perfect light. 
 

5. Glorious now behold him arise;  
King and God and sacrifice:  
Alleluia, Alleluia,  
sounds through the earth and skies. 
 

O, star of wonder, star of light,  
star with royal beauty bright,  
westward leading, still proceeding, 
guide us to thy perfect light. 

A: Let us pray:  
C: In the midst of this season of preparing to give and receive, 
we humbly offer these gifts to you, Father, in grateful 
acknowledgment of the myriad of blessings we have known in 
our past, know on this day, and are yet to know in the advent of 
the age to come. We pray that you find our offerings acceptable 
and pleasing for the sake of your great gift to us, the child in the 
manger, Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen.   
 

Great Thanksgiving 
 

P: The Lord be with you.  C: And also with you. 
 

P: Lift up your hearts.  C: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give him thanks and praise.  

 



P: We give you thanks, Heavenly Father, for the coming of Your 
Son, the incarnate; born into our humanity to be Emmanuel, God 
with us, the gift you give for our salvation. Come now, and hear our 
voices as we join the heavenly chorus in singing his praises: 

 

Come to Bethlehem and see  
him whose birth the angels sing;       
come, adore on bended knee  
Christ the Lord, the new-born King. 
Gloria in excelsis Deo 
Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
 

 P: Holy God, beginning and end, you embrace all time . . .  
 

The Lord’s Prayer  
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

Communion Hymns    256, 250, 249 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Post Communion Prayer & Benediction 

Recessional                      People Look East            248 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Dismissal A: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord! 
C: Thanks be to God! 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, December 21 Advent IV  

8:30 Regular Worship 

10:00 a.m. Worship & Sunday School Christmas Pageant 

11:00 a.m. Holiday Fellowship Potluck in the fellowship hall 
 

Monday, December 22 

7:30 p.m. Church Council Meeting 
 

Tuesday, December 23 

No Bible Studies – all Bible studies will resume on Tuesday, 1/6/26 
 

Wednesday, December 24 

Christmas Eve 

3:00 p.m. Casual Family Service 

7:00 p.m. Traditional Christmas Eve Service 
 

Thursday, December 25 

Christmas Day 

10:00 a.m. Christmas Day Service 
 

Sunday, December 28 

8:30 & 11:00 a.m. Worship 

9:45 a.m. NO Sunday School or Confirmation Classes 
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