
 

P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen 
 

A: Come, gather in the presence of God with sincerity, offering 
ourselves as we are in this moment. {pause for reflection} Father, 
we confess that You remain faithful to us even in the midst of our 
own unfaithfulness. 
 

C: You are always reaching out to turn us back when we 
have turned away. You are constantly offering encouraging 
words of hope when we falter or become discouraged.  
You are brilliantly enlightening the dimness of our own 
understandings and expectations through Your wisdom. 
Forgive our sins and shortcomings. Do not forget or 
forsake us today or in the days ahead. In all humility, we 
come seeking the mercy, compassion and grace promised 
through Christ, Your gift of our salvation.  

 

P: The child who came into the world long ago in the simplicity of 
the manger and who will come again in great glory, is the sign for 
us that God is with us, now and always, forgiving our sins, 
liberating us from our limitations and turning us back to living 
ever more faithfully. With full trust in God’s power and intentions 
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to accomplish all that God has spoken, let us come now with 
renewed hearts, minds and souls to offer our gifts of prayer, praise 
and thanksgiving. 
C: Amen. 

   

Entrance Hymn     Rejoice, Rejoice Believers        244 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Greeting 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

      C: And also with you. 
 

P: God’s light breaks into the darkness; 

C: And hope and peace shine out. 
 

P: God’s Word breaks into the silence; 

C: And hope and peace speak out. 
 

P: God’s Son breaks into our lives; 

C: And hope and peace are known. 
 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Prayer of the Day 
 

P: The Lord be with you 

C: And also with you 
 

P: Let us pray: 

C: God of Grace and Love, in this season where you have sent 

the joy and peace of Jesus, stir up your Spirit within us, that 

as we now light the fourth and final candle of the Advent 

wreath, we will come and celebrate your great gift, and wait 

with patient expectation for the fulfilling of His promise to 

return in glory for a celebration that will have no end. In His 

name we pray. Amen. 
 

First Lesson                                                         Genesis 17:15-22 
 

God said to Abraham, "As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her 

name Sarai, for Sarah / Princess is her name. I will bless her, and I will 

give you a son by her.  I will bless her, so she becomes nations; kings of 

peoples shall come from her."  

But Abraham fell on his face and laughed. 

He said in his heart, "Can a child be born to a man who is a hundred 

years old? Can Sarah, who is ninety years old, bear a child?"  

And Abraham said to God, "If only my son by Sarai’s servant, Hagar, 

Ishmael might live in your sight!"  

God said, "Your wife Sarah will indeed bear you a son, and you will 

name him Isaac. He laughs.  I will establish my covenant with him as an 

everlasting covenant for his seed after him. As for Ishmael, I have heard 

you; Here, I will make him blessed, I will make him bear fruit, I will 

make him many, many descendants; he will be the father of twelve 

princes, and I will make him a great nation. But my covenant I will 

establish with Isaac, whom Sarah will bear to you at this season next 

year."  

When God had finished talking with Abraham, God went up, from 

beside Abraham. 
 

Reader: The Word of the Lord!   C: Thanks be to God 
 

Psalm                       The Great “O Antiphons” of the Advent Season 

These Antiphons are an Advent tradition throughout the Church. Each 
one begins with a name for Christ and reflects one of his attributes in 
scripture. 
 

P: O Oriens: 
C: O Rising Sun, splendor of light eternal and sun of 



righteousness:  Come and enlighten those who dwell in 
darkness and the shadow of death. 
 

Antiphon Hymn     257  vs. 1 & 6 
 

O come, O come, Immanuel, 
and ransom captive Israel 
that mourns in lonely exile here 
until the Son of God appear. 
 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Immanuel 
shall come to you, O Israel. 
 

O come, O Bright and Morning 
Star, 
and bring us comfort from afar! 
Dispel the shadows of the night 
and turn our darkness into light. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Immanuel 
shall come to you, O Israel. 

 

Second Lesson                                                     Revelation 12:1-12 
 

And a great sign was seen in heaven: a woman enwrapped with the sun, 

and the moon under her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars.  

And she is pregnant and she cries out, laboring, and struggling mightily 

to deliver. 

    And another sign was seen in heaven: behold, a great dragon, red-hot, 

having seven heads and ten horns, and on his heads, seven diadems. And 

his tail drags a third of the stars of heaven and throws them into the earth.  

And the dragon stood right in front of the woman verging on delivery, so 

that whenever she might birth her baby, he might gobble it up.  

   And she birthed a male son, who is about to shepherd all the ethnicities 

with an iron rod that cannot be broken. But her child was snatched away 

and taken to God and to God’s throne and the woman fled into the 

wilderness where she has a place prepared for her from God, so that there 

the angels may nourish her for one thousand two hundred and sixty days. 

   And a war began in heaven; Michael and his angels fought with the 

dragon. The dragon and his angels fought, they were not strengthened, 

and there was no place for them in heaven. And the great dragon, the 

ancient serpent, the one being called “Devil” and “The Satan,” who is 

leading astray the whole inhabited world was thrown. He was thrown 

into the earth, and his angels were thrown with him. 

    Then I heard a great voice in the heaven speaking, "Now have come 

the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the 

authority of God’s Messiah, because thrown into the earth is the accuser 

of our comrades, the one accusing them before our God day and night.  

And they have conquered him on account of the blood of the Lamb and 

on account of the word of their witnessing - they did not love their lives 

over death. By this, rejoice then, you heavens and those dwelling in 

them! Alas, the earth and the sea, for the devil has come down to you 



with great wrath, because he knows that his critical time is short!" 

 

Reader: The Word of the Lord!   C: Thanks be to God 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 



Gospel Acclamation  
P: The Holy Gospel according to John the 1st chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord! 
 

Gospel                                                                                 John 1 
 

  There was a man sent from alongside God whose name was John. 

He came as a testimony so that he may testify about the light, so 

that all might have faith through him.  He himself was not the 

light, but he came so that he may testify about the light.  It was the 

true light, which enlightens humanity that was coming into the 

world. . .  

    And this is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent 

priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, "Who are you?"  

And John confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, "I am not 

the Messiah."  

And they asked him, "What then? Are you Elijah?"  

John said, "I am not."  

They asked, "Are you the prophet?"  

John answered, "No."  

Then they said to him, "Who are you? Let us have an answer for 

those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?"  

John said, "I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, 

'Make straight the way of the Lord,'" as the prophet Isaiah said. 

And they had been sent from the Pharisees.  

And they asked him, "Why then are you baptizing if you are 

neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?"  

John answered them saying, "I baptize with water. Among you 

stands one whom you do not know, the one who is coming after 

me - I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal."  

This took place in Bethany across the Jordan where John was 

baptizing. 
  

P: The Gospel of the Lord!  C: Praise to you, O Christ! 

Sermon 
 

 

 
 
 



Hymn of the Day               The King Shall Come    260 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nicene Creed      
 

   We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  
 

    We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 
with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and 
for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of 
the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in 
glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will 



have no end.  
 

    We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and 
the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We 
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 
come. Amen. 

 
Prayers of the Church and Passing of the Peace 
 

Offering / Offertory & Offertory Prayer       
 

1. We three kings of Orient are;  
bearing gifts we traverse afar,  
field and fountain, moor and 
mountain,  
following yonder star.  

 

Refrain:  
O star of wonder, star of light,  
star with royal beauty bright,  
westward leading, still 

proceeding, guide us to thy 
perfect light. 
 

5. Glorious now behold him 
arise;  
King and God and sacrifice:  
Alleluia, Alleluia,  
sounds through the earth and 
skies. [Refrain]

 

A: Let us pray:   
C: In the midst of this season of preparing to give and 
receive, we humbly offer these gifts to you, Father, in 
grateful acknowledgment of the myriad of blessings we 
have known in our past, know on this day, and are yet to 
know in the advent of the age to come. We pray that you 
find our offerings acceptable and pleasing for the sake of 
your great gift to us, the child in the manger, Jesus, in 
whose name we pray. Amen.   

 

Great Thanksgiving 
 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 

 

P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 

 



P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give him thanks and praise.  

 

P: We give you thanks, Heavenly Father, for the coming of Your 
Son, the incarnate; born into our humanity to be Emmanuel, God 
with us, the gift you give for our salvation. Come now, and hear our 
voices as we join the heavenly chorus in singing his praises: 

 

Come to Bethlehem and see  
him whose birth the angels sing;       
come, adore on bended knee  
Christ the Lord, the new-born King. 
Gloria in excelsis Deo 
Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
 

 P: Holy God, beginning and end, you embrace all time . . .  
 

The Lord’s Prayer  
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever. Amen. 
 

 

Communion Hymns    256, 250, 249 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Post Communion Prayer 
 

Benediction 

Recessional                      People Look East            248 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Dismissal A: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord! 
C: Thanks be to God! 

 

 
 

Sunday, December 24   

Advent IV & Christmas Eve  

**10:00 a.m. Advent IV Worship Service** 

No Sunday School or Confirmation Classes 

2:30 p.m.  Casual Family Christmas Eve Service 

7:30 p.m. Traditional Christmas Eve Service 
 

Monday, December 25  Christmas Day 

9:00 a.m. Christmas Day Worship Service 
 

Sunday, December 31   

8:30 a.m. Worship Service 

No Sunday School or Confirmation Classes 

11:00 a.m. Worship Service 

 

 

Pick up your 2024 Offering Envelopes today! They are located outside 

the church office 
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