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In Memory of  
of  Robert Cruickshank 

 
Grace Lutheran Church                                       March 19, 2026 

  



 

 

   
  



 

 

Opening   
 
 

P: In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. We gather to 
commend Bob to him rest in Christ. This is the last act of caring that 
we can give to him for we trust in the hope of the promise Jesus 
made to abide with him until the day of resurrection. Therefore, 
even in the midst of our grief we can still echo the words God’s 
people have always declared; “Rejoice in the Lord, O you 
righteous.” 

 

C:  For the word of the Lord is upright, and all his work is done in 
faithfulness. 

 
 
 

P:  Truly the eye of the Lord is on those who fear him, on those who 
hope in his steadfast love, to deliver them from death. 

 

C:  Our soul waits for the Lord; he is our help and shield. Our 
heart is glad in him because we trust in his holy name. 

 
 

 
 

P:  Let your steadfast love, O Lord, abide with us as we hope in your 
word.   

 

C:  Amen. 
 

 
The white pall is placed on the casket as a sign and reminder of Bob’s 
baptism and the promises he received through that water and Word: 

that the God who claimed him in life now abides with him in death 
until the coming Day of Resurrection when Christ returns to bring the 

final victory over death and welcomes him into The Kingdom.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Entrance Hymn       My Hope is Built on Nothing Less   597 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

Greeting 
 

 P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 C: And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

 P: Let us pray. 
 

 C: Gracious God come, be with us now as we gather around 
the hope of our faith.  Enliven our minds with the memories 
we share.  Console our hearts with the confidence of Your 
favor for Bob.  Bring us peace.  In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen. 

 

Lesson                                                         Habakkuk 2 

   I will stand at my watch post, and station myself on the rampart; I 
will keep watch to see what the Lord will say to me, and what the 
Lord will answer concerning my complaint.  Then the Lord answered 
me and said: “Write the vision; make it plain on tablets, so that a 
runner may read it.  For there is still a vision for the appointed time; 
it speaks of the end and does not lie.  If it seems to tarry, wait for it; 
it will surely come, it will not delay.  Look at the proud, their spirit is 
not right in them, but the righteous live by their faith.” 

 

R: The word of the Lord!    C: Thanks be to God! 
 

Psalm                                                                              23 

    

The Lord is my shepherd;  
I shall not want.  
C: He makes me to lie down in green pastures:  
he leads me beside the still waters.  
 

He restores my soul:  
he leads me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake.  
Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,  
I will fear no evil: for you are with me;  
your rod and your staff they comfort me.  
 

You prepare a table before me  
in the presence of my enemies:  
you anoint my head with oil;  
my cup overflows.  
Surely goodness and mercy will follow me  
all the days of my life:  
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 



 

 

Hymn.        Just as I am Without One Plea       592              
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

A Reading                                                             2 Timothy 4  
 

  Do not be like others who seem to have no sense and no grounding! No! 
Instead, you are to always be level-headed - calm and collected – 
sticking with being faithful even in the most challenging moments – 
speaking the truth of the Gospel until your final breath. You must take up 
this work, now, because I, Timothy, am wearing out and will soon be 
leaving this life. But I do so knowing that I have fought the good fight, 
and I have finished the race, and I have kept the faith. What I now look 
forward to is receiving that crown of righteousness which the Lord, the 
righteous judge, will give me on the day of resurrection - and not only to 
me but to everyone who has taken Christ’s ministry to heart. 
 

R: The word of the Lord!    C: Thanks be to God 

 
 
Verse  Children of the Heavenly Father      781 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Remembrances  
    
    
 



 

 

Gospel Acclamation 
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 11th chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord! 

 
 

Gospel                                                                                    Matthew 11 
 

   In that critical moment Jesus was saying . . . "Come to me, all those 
exhausting themselves and being burdened, and I will give rest to you.  
Take my yoke upon you and learn from me!  For, I am gentle and have a 
soft heart, and you will find a quiet space in your lives.  For my yoke is 
effective, and my load is light." 
 

 

P: The Gospel of the Lord!    C: Praise to you, O Christ! 
 

Sermon   
 

Hymn.           I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry                  732               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayers 
 

P:  Lord Jesus Christ, we give thanks and praise to you, for by your 
cross and empty tomb you have turned the silent darkness of death 
into the way of light, hope and everlasting joy in your kingdom.  
Lord in your mercy, 

C:  hear our prayer.    
 

P:  Lord Jesus Christ, forgive us when we fail to put our trust in you.  
Write your promise anew on our hearts and enlighten our minds to 
glory in the mystery of your wisdom. Make us certain that because 
Jesus lives, we shall live also, and that neither death nor life, nor 
things present nor things to come shall be able to separate us from 
your love. Lord in your mercy, 

C:  hear our prayer.    
 

P:  Lord Jesus Christ, draw near to all who mourn. Make the comfort of 
your loving presence known to them that they may turn to you and 
find the strength and their hope renewed and that their joy may be 
restored. Make each of us bearers of your love, that we will always 
support one another.  Lord in your mercy, 

C:  hear our prayer.    
 

P:  Heavenly Father, send your Holy Spirit upon those who are awaiting 
death this day. Give them the peace that only you can give, the 
hope that only you can offer, and the all-encompassing love that 
will never abandon us.  Lord in your mercy, 

C:  hear our prayer.    
 

P: O Lord support us all the day long of this troubled life, until the 
shadows lengthen, and evening comes and the busy world is hushed, 
the fever of life is over, and our work is done. Then, Lord, in your 
mercy, grant us safe lodging, and a holy rest, and peace at the 
last; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

C:  Amen. 
 
 



 

 

Passing of the Peace 
P: The peace of our Lord be with you all. 

 C: And also with you.  
 
 

Holy Communion     
             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

P: It is indeed . . .  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 

The Eucharistic Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer    
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

 

Distribution Hymns       Precious Lord Take My Hand       773 
 

               
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
                          When Peace Like a River                      785 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Post Communion Prayer  

 

A: Let us pray: Almighty God, at this moment we are keenly aware that this 
physical world is destined to pass away.  Gift us with Your Spirit that we will 
also know the hope of your promise that you will renew and restore this 
creation in a new creation of glory on the day of resurrection.  Fill us with 
the faith we need to trust this Word, that we will live in this world in a way 
that reflects our destiny in the next. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  
C: Amen. 
 
 
 

Commendation 
 

Now, Bob, we commend you to your quiet rest, 
Eyes closed to the light and the dark, 
Ears deaf to the sound and the silence, 
Heart stilled to the stirring of love or anger. 



 

 

Body quieted to the energizing of pleasure or pain, 
Mind free of all thoughts, memories or dreams, 
With our eyes open now to the empty place you leave, 
With our ears longing for the sound of your voice, your laugh, your breath, 
With our bodies yearning to embrace yours just once more, 
With our minds full of memories and mourning, 
We commend you into the perfect peace you so well deserve and now have 
received.  
 

Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping; that awake 
we may watch with Christ, and asleep we may rest in peace. 
 

Hymn               Abide With Me                 629 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Go forth from this world Robert;  
In the love of God the Father who created you,  
in the mercy of Jesus Christ who redeemed you,  
in the power of the Holy Spirit who strengthens you.  
 

Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend Robert, your servant.  
Acknowledge, we humbly beseech you,  
a sheep of your own fold,  
a lamb of your own flock,  
a sinner of your own redeeming.  
 

Receive him into the arms of your mercy,  
into the blessed rest of everlasting peace,  
into the glorious company of all your saints.   
 

The Lord bless him and keep him.  
The Lord make his face shine on him and be gracious to him.   
The Lord look upon him with favor and give him peace.  
 

Rest eternal grant him O Lord and let Light Perpetual shine upon him. 
Amen. Amen. And Amen. 

 
Recessional                     How Great Thou Art                856 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dismissal 
A: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord! 

 C: Thanks be to God.  
 
 



 

 

Bob Cruickshank passed away 

peacefully early Sunday morning. It’s 
been a long, hard journey that we 
have traveled these past two years, 
but we also experienced miracles, 
compassion, and an abundance of love 
and support from our church 
family.  Our hearts are also lifted by 
our faith in God’s promises, which we 
know He always keeps. [As Pastor 
Chris teaches us!] 
 

Bob was originally a Methodist but 
didn’t attend church regularly until the 
day he walked through the doors of 
Grace and Pastor Kennedy asked him 
if he would help him put some new 
shingles on the church’s roof where it 
was leaking.  He did, and later told 
me, “I was so happy to have been 
able to help.” From that day on Bob was a church-goer at Grace 
Lutheran Church.  He helped clean the church (before we had a sexton), 
co-founded the Altar Guild, served on the Social Ministry Committee, the 
Congregational Council and as Council president. He also graduated 
from the Diakonia and Stephen’s Ministry programs.  One of his favorite 
activities was taking pictures of people participating in the life of the 
church.  
 
Bob was born in Washington DC on the 17th of September, 1942. He 
grew up in Mount Vernon before moving to Yorktown heights in the 
1970s. He worked for Verizon for 39 years as a lineman before retiring. 
He is survived by his wife Carol; his former wife, Diana; two daughters, 
Valerie (Marcello) and Donna (Tammy); 3 stepchildren, Rob, Vicky and 
Andy. Bob was also blessed with six grandchildren: Marcello, Matt, Pete, 
Sarah, Andrew and John to whom he will always be remembered as 
quote “#1 Poppy.” 
 
Life is a journey filled with ups and downs as we travel it. Bob was 
blessed with many happy and fulfilling days in his life. We know, that so 
the next part of the journey of Bob will be one of great joy and jubilation 
when he comes into his last home - heaven! 
 


