
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

In Memory of  
of  Paul Miller 

 
Grace Lutheran Church                                                 June 27, 2026 

  



 

Opening   
 
 

P: In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. We gather to 
commend Paul to his rest in Christ. This is the last act of caring that 
we can give to him for we trust in the hope of the promise Jesus 
made to abide with him until the day of resurrection. Therefore, 
even in the midst of our grief we can still echo the words God’s 
people have always declared; “Rejoice in the Lord, O you 
righteous.” 

 

C:  For the word of the Lord is upright, and all his work is done in 
faithfulness. 

 
 
 

P:  Truly the eye of the Lord is on those who fear him, on those who 
hope in his steadfast love, to deliver them from death. 

 

C:  Our soul waits for the Lord; he is our help and shield. Our 
heart is glad in him because we trust in his holy name. 

 
 

 
 

P:  Let your steadfast love, O Lord, abide with us as we hope in your 
word.   

 

C:  Amen. 
 

 
 

The white pall is placed on the casket as a sign and reminder of Paul’s 
baptism and the promises he received through that water and Word: that 

the God who claimed him in life now abides with him in death until the 
coming Day of Resurrection when Christ returns to bring the final victory 

over death and welcomes him into The Kingdom.  

 
 
Entrance Hymn         

  

 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

Greeting 
 

 P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 C: And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

 P: Let us pray. 
 C: Gracious God come, be with us now as we gather around 

the hope of our faith.  Enliven our minds with the memories 
we share.  Console our hearts with the confidence of Your 
favor for Paul.  Bring us peace.  In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen. 

Lesson                                                                             2 Corinthians 5 

St. Paul wrote: For we know that if our earthly home, this tent, may be 
destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, 
eternal in the heavens.  For, we groan in this home.  We are desiring to 
be fully clothed from heaven . . .  and we are judging this as true - since 
one dies for all, then all die.  And he dies for all so that those who are 
living may no longer live for themselves, but live for him who is dying and 
being raised.  Thus, from now on we know nothing according to “the 
flesh,” though we have come to know Christ by “the flesh,” however, now 
we no longer know anything by “the flesh,” because, if one is in Christ – 
they are a new creation; the old has passed along and, behold, they are 
created new! 
 

P: The word of the Lord!    C: Thanks be to God! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Psalm                                                                              23 

    

P: The Lord is my shepherd;  
I shall not want.  
C: He makes me to lie down in green pastures:  
he leads me beside the still waters.  
 

He restores my soul:  
he leads me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake.  
Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,  
I will fear no evil: for you are with me;  
your rod and your staff they comfort me.  
 

You prepare a table before me  
in the presence of my enemies:  
you anoint my head with oil;  
my cup overflows.  
Surely goodness and mercy will follow me  
all the days of my life:  
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 

 

Solo  What Wonderous Love is This  
 

A Reading                                                                 James 2  
 

James wrote: What is the benefit, my friends, if you may say that you 
have “faith,” but then may not do any “works?”   Faith does not manifest 
salvation for you by itself - does it?   For, if a brother or sister is not 
adequately clothed and lacks daily food and one of you says to them, 
"Go in peace! Keep warm! Eat your fill!" and then you do not give them 



 

what is necessary for the body, what good is that to them or to you? So, 
“faith” is as good as dead if it is not manifested in works. 
Some of you say, "You have works, and I have faith."  Well, you can try 
to show me your faith apart from your works, but I, by my works, can 
certainly show you my faith.  For instance, you believe that God is one – 
indeed, this is faith – but even the demons have this faith - and they 
shudder from their honest belief in this truth!!  Do you wish to know, O 
empty person, how “faith” apart from “works” is inactive?  Then, just 
remember our ancestor Abraham and how God proclaimed him to be 
“righteous” by the “work” he did in manifesting his “faith” in God when 
Abraham went up the mountain fully intending to sacrifice his son, Isaac, 
on the altar as God had commanded?  Pay attention to how this is a fine 
example of how Abraham’s faith was active along with his works, and 
how faith is brought to completion by works.  Maybe now you can 
understand that a person’s righteousness must be manifested in works that 
flow from faith and by faith on its own.  Another example of this is 
Rahab, the prostitute of Jericho, who was declared righteous by 
manifesting her faith in doing the good work of welcoming and protecting 
God’s agents when they came into her hostile city and then sent them 
back to their people safely by another road.  For, just as the “body” 
without the “Spirit” is “dead,” so “faith” without “works” is also “dead.” 
 

P: The word of the Lord!    C: Thanks be to God! 
 

Hymn                              Amazing Grace  779 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Gospel Acclamation 
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 6th chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord! 

Gospel                                                                                             Luke 6 
 

As part of his Sermon on the Plain, Jesus preached:  "No good tree makes 
rotten fruit, nor, again, does a rotten tree make good fruit.  For, each tree 
is known by its own fruit.  For, it is not out of thorns that figs are gathered, 
nor from thorn bushes, clusters of grapes.  The good person, out of the 
good treasure of the heart, produces good, and the evil person, out of 
evil treasure, produces evil.  For, it is out of the abundance of the heart 
that our mouth speaks.  But, why do you call me 'Lord, Lord,' and do not 
work what I say?  Everyone who is coming to me and listening to my 
words and working them - I will show you who that one is like - that one is 
like a man building a house, who dug, and dug deeply, and laid the 
foundation on the rock.  But, a flood rising, the river burst against the 
house of that one and it did not have the strength to shake it because of is 
good construction.  But, the one hearing and not working - that one is like 
a man building a house on the ground, without a foundation. The river 
burst against it, and immediately it collapsed in, and great was the 
destruction of that house." 

 

P: The Gospel of the Lord!    C: Praise to you, O Christ! 
 

Remembrances & Homily   
 

Hymn.                  My Hope is Built on Nothing Less                      597              
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayers 
P:  Lord Jesus Christ, we give thanks and praise to you, for by your 

cross and empty tomb you have turned the silent darkness of death 
into the way of light, hope and everlasting joy in your kingdom.  
Lord in your mercy, 

C:  hear our prayer.    
 

P:  Lord Jesus Christ, forgive us when we fail to put our trust in you.  
Write your promise anew on our hearts and enlighten our minds to 
glory in the mystery of your wisdom. Make us certain that because 
Jesus lives, we shall live also, and that neither death nor life, nor 
things present nor things to come shall be able to separate us from 



 

your love. Lord in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer.    
 

P:  Lord Jesus Christ, draw near to all who mourn. Make the comfort of 
your loving presence known to them that they may turn to you and 
find the strength and their hope renewed and that their joy may be 
restored. Make each of us bearers of your love, that we will always 
support one another.  Lord in your mercy, 

C:  hear our prayer.    
 

P:  Heavenly Father, send your Holy Spirit upon those who are awaiting 
death this day. Give them the peace that only you can give, the 
hope that only you can offer, and the all-encompassing love that 
will never abandon us.  Lord in your mercy, 

C:  hear our prayer.    
 

P: O Lord support us all the day long of this troubled life, until the 
shadows lengthen, and evening comes and the busy world is hushed, 
the fever of life is over, and our work is done. Then, Lord, in your 
mercy, grant us safe lodging, and a holy rest, and peace at the 
last; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

C:  Amen. 
 

Passing of the Peace 
 

P: The peace of our Lord be with you all. 
 C: And also with you.  
 

Holy Communion     
             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

P: It is indeed . . .  
 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Eucharistic Prayer    
The Lord’s Prayer    

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 

 

Distribution Hymn  On Eagles Wings                  787 
 
 

               
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Distribution Hymn  How Great Thou Art                  856 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Post Communion Blessing 
 

Post Communion Prayer  
 

Commendation 
 
 

Recessional                     Lift High the Cross                 660 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Please follow the Procession to the  

Memorial Garden  
behind the Church 

 
Military Honors 
 

P: A grateful nation honors the service this veteran has given in the cause of 
freedom and the defense of the United States of America.  We now lay him in 
this hallowed ground along with the many fellow veterans of our nation who 
have all made that enduring sacrifice of serving our country with their lives.  
May their dedication and devotion to duty not be forgotten or taken for 
granted, but even in death, may they always be an inspiration to future 
generations of American patriots.    
 

C:  God bless our troops at sea. 
God bless our troops on land. 
God bless our troops in the air. 
And may God bless these United States of America. 



 

 
Reading 
A reading from St. Paul’s Letter to Christians in Corinth who had questions 
about death from the Christian Perspective.  
   Listen, I will tell you a mystery! We will not all die, but we will all be changed, 
in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will 
sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. . . 
When this perishable body puts on imperishability, and this mortal body puts on 
immortality, then the saying that is written will be fulfilled: "Death has been 
swallowed up in victory." . . . Thanks be to God, who gives us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ.  Therefore, my beloved, be steadfast, immovable, 
always excelling in the work of the Lord, because you know that in the Lord 
your labor is not in vain. 

 
Prayer 
P: Let us pray . . . 
 

C: Gracious Father, out of our love for Paul, we pray that as we return 
him to the dust from which you created him, that you will bring your 
blessing upon this grave.  Make it holy with your presence. Watch over 
and guard him as he waits here for that day when you will open his tomb 
and the tombs of all your faithful to welcome us into eternal life in your 
Kingdom. May your spirit of comfort and hope fill the hearts of all who 
come here to visit and mourn, or reflect and remember. For it is into your 
care that we now commend him and in your name we pray.  Amen. 

 
Internment of the Ashes 
 
Final Commendation 
 
Covering of the Grave 
 


