
  

  



Invocation 
P: In the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.  C: Amen 

 

St. Paul on the Gifts of the Spirit                 Galatians 
ou, brothers and sisters in Christ, were called to freedom! But, do not use your freedom as 

an opportunity for doing the works of unfaithfulness - the works of the “flesh” - but with 

wholistic love, serve each other. For God’s whole law is fulfilled in just one sentence, "You each 

will love your neighbor as yourself." If, however, you bite and devour each other, take care that 

you may not be consumed by one another.  I think you should simply walk about in the Spirit and 

leave behind the passions of unfaithfulness – the scheming’s of the “flesh.”  For what the “flesh” 

wants to accomplish is in direct opposition to the Spirit, and the Spirit is in direct opposition to 

the “flesh;” for these two cannot both be satisfied at the same time – if you try to satisfy both at 

the same time you will find that what you may want to do, you may not be able to do. . .  The 

works of the “flesh” are clearly evident: illicit relationships, corruption, over-indulgence, idolatry, 

sorcery, unresolved division, strife, jealousy, wrath, competitiveness, antagonism, sectarianism, 

envy, raucous hedonistic celebrations of over-indulgent values, and things like these. I am 

warning you - as I warned you before - those doing such things will not inherit the kingdom of 

God.  But, the fruit of the Spirit is wholistic love, great joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, 

faith, gentleness, and self-control.  God has made no law against such things.  Those who belong 

to Christ Jesus have crucified the “flesh” with its sufferings and passions.  If we live by the Spirit, 

let us be in the ranks of the Spirit. Let us not become boastful, competing against one another, 

and envying one another. 

Reader: The Word of the Lord.    Congregation: Thanks be to God 

 

 

  

Y 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer of the Day 
P: The Lord be with you.  C: And also with you. 

P: Let us pray.  

C:  Merciful Father, fill us with the Spirit in this moment and in all our 

moments.  Inspire us with good gifts that build up the community of Your 

Kingdom.  Stir up in us the gift of joy: that we will always rejoice in your 

presence with us, the identity you give us and your Word of promise, grace, 

inclusion and guidance.  By our joy, let us fulfill your expectation that we, 

your people, are a blessing to all other people.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  

Amen.  
  

Scripture Reading      Luke 15 
Three Parables about the Joy of the Lost being Found 

 

ow all the tax collectors and sinners were coming close to Jesus to listen to him. And the 

Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, "This fellow welcomes sinners and 

eats with them." 

The Joy of the Lost Sheep Being Found 

So Jesus told them this parable:  

"Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing one of them, does not leave the ninety-

nine in the wilderness and go after the one that is lost until he finds it and when he has found it, 

he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices, and when he comes home, he calls together his friends 

and neighbors, saying to them, 'Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that was lost!’?” 

N 



Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-

nine righteous persons who need no repentance. 
 

The joy of the Lost Coin Being Found 

"Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not light a lamp, sweep 

the house, and search carefully until she finds it, and when she has found it, she calls together her 

friends and neighbors, saying, 'Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had lost!’?"  
 

Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents." 
 

The Joy Over the Son who Returns and the Father who Welcomes him 

Then Jesus said, "There was a man who had two sons.   

The younger of them said to his father, 'Father, give me right now the share of your property that 

will belong to me as an inheritance when you die!'   

And the father divided his life between them.  

A few days later the younger son gathered all he had and traveled to a distant country, and there 

he squandered his property, living wastefully. When he had freely spent all that he had, a severe 

famine took place throughout that country and he began to be in need.  And being hungry, he was 

forced to go work for a citizen of that country who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs.  The 

younger son would gladly have filled himself with even the pods that the pigs were eating, but no 

one gave him anything.   

But, when he finally came to himself again he said, 'How many of my father's hired hands have 

bread enough to eat and even to spare, but with a famine I am being made to die here.  I will get 

up and go to my father, and I will say to him, "Father, I have sinned against heaven and before 

you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of your hired hands!”   

So he set off and went to his father. But while he was still far off, his father saw him and was 

filled with compassion. His father ran and put his arms around the younger son and kissed him.   

Then the younger son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no 

longer worthy to be called your son.'  

But the father said to his slaves, 'Quickly, bring out a robe--the best one--and put it on him; put a 

ring on his finger and sandals on his feet.  And get the fatted calf and kill it and let us be merry; 

for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!'  

And they began to be merry. 

Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the house, he heard music 

and dancing.  He called one of the slaves and asked what was going on.   

The slave replied, 'Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he 

has got him back safe and sound.' That angered the elder son and he refused to go into his father’s 

party. So, his father came out and began to plead with him.   

But the elder son answered his father saying, 'Listen! For all these years I have been working like 

a slave for you, and I have never disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me even a 



young goat so that with I could have a party with my friends.  But when this son of yours came 

back, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!'   

Then the father said to him, 'Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours.  It is 

necessary to be merry and to rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead and has come to life; 

he was lost and has been found.'" 

Reader: The Word of the Lord.    Congregation: Thanks be to God 

Silence 

Confession 
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

C: I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven, 

and to you, my brothers and sisters, that I have sinned in thought, 

word, and deed by my fault, by my own fault, by my own most 

grievous fault; wherefore I pray God Almighty to have mercy on me, 

forgive me all my sins, and bring me to everlasting life. Amen. 
 

Preserve me, O God, for in 

you I take refuge. I say to the 

Lord, “You are my Lord; 

I have no good apart from 

you.” 
 

As for the saints in the 

land, they are the excellent 

ones, in whom is all my 

delight. 
 

The sorrows of those who 

run after another god shall 

multiply; their drink 

offerings of blood I will not 

pour out or take their names 

on my lips. 

The Lord is my chosen 

portion and my cup; you 

hold my lot. 
 

The lines have fallen for me 

in pleasant places; indeed, I 

have a beautiful inheritance. 
 

I bless the Lord who gives 

me counsel; in the night 

also my heart instructs me. 
 

I have set the Lord always 

before me; because he is at 

my right hand, I shall not be 

shaken. 
 

Therefore my heart is glad, 

and my whole being 

rejoices; my flesh also 

dwells secure. 
 

For you will not abandon my 

soul to Sheol, or let your 

holy one see corruption. 
 

You make known to me the 

path of life; in your 

presence there is fullness of 

joy; at your right hand are  

pleasures forevermore.                                    
                                      Psalm 37

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Reading                    1 Peter 1 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given 

us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 

and into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for 

you, who are being protected by the power of God through faith into a salvation prepared 

for revelation in God’s final critical time. In this you rejoice, even if now for a little while 

you have had to suffer various trials, so that the genuineness of your faith--being more 

precious than gold that, though perishable, is tested by fire--may be found to result in 

praise and glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.  Although you have not seen 

him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and 

rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, for you are receiving the fulfillment of 

your faith, the salvation of your soul. Concerning this salvation, the prophets who 

prophesied of the grace that was to be yours made careful search and inquiry, inquiring 

about the person or critical time that the Spirit of Christ within them indicated when it 

testified in advance to the sufferings destined for Christ and the subsequent glory. It was 

revealed to them that they were serving not themselves but you, in regard to the things 

that have now been announced to you through those who brought you good news by the 

Holy Spirit sent from heaven--things into which angels long to look! Therefore, gird up 

the loins of your minds; be sober; set all your hope on the grace being brought to you in 

the revelation of Jesus Christ.  Like obedient children, do not be conformed to the desires 

that you formerly had in ignorance. Instead, as he who called you is holy, be holy 

yourselves in all your conduct; for it is written, "You shall be holy, for I am holy." 

 

Reader: The Word of the Lord.    Congregation: Thanks be to God 

Silence 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meditation on Joy by Michelle Ami Reyes, PhD 
 She is the creator of the racism conversation training program “Seasoned with Grace” and a 

race and culture coach who works with Christian leaders to help them confidently and graciously 

lead conversations on race so they can achieve racial change faster, more strategically, and with 

greater impact. 



I’ll admit it. I’m a pessimist by nature. Nevertheless, I also like being 

critically minded. I like reading widely and expanding my thoughts on 

contemporary issues. Sometimes, I even like being a pessimist. But I have 

to also confess that what I’m not as good at is choosing joy and seeing the 

good and the beauty in this world. Things like enjoying the moment, not 

taking myself too seriously, resting, and laughing at the little things feel 

hard to do while caught up amid the evils of this world.  My favorite book of 

the Bible is Ecclesiastes. I’ll never forget the first time I read chapter 1, which states, 

“Meaningless! Meaningless! Everything is meaningless....There is nothing new under the 

sun” (vv. 2; 9), and I thought, “Exactly!” The world has always been evil. We should not 

be surprised by racism and injustice. It has been with us since the first days of humanity 

and things are not getting “better” as some Christians want to believe. . . How am I 

supposed to be joyful in a world that is so wretched? Why should I be happy when I live 

in a country riddled with sex trafficking, gang violence, mass incarceration, fatherless 

children, racism, and systemic injustice? After a day spent helping a starving mother and 

her children or caring for a victim of assault (a not so uncommon day in the life of our 

ministry here in East Austin), stopping to read a book or take a nap can sometimes feel 

trite, superficial even. However, we need both, I think — the optimist and the pessimist 

— for the sake of our soul, our understanding of God, and for the effectiveness of our 

lives in this world. If we only see the good and the beautiful, we blind ourselves to the 

dark realities around us and become useless to the hurting and those in need. If we only 

see evil and injustice, we can forget to see God; we can forget to cling to him, let alone 

hope in him.  We pessimists have the tendency, as Henri Nouwen says in his book, The 

Return of the Prodigal Son, to “call trust naïve, care romantic, and forgiveness 

sentimental. [We] sneer at enthusiasm, ridicule spiritual fervor, and despise charismatic 

behavior. [We] consider ourselves realists who see reality for what it truly is and who 

are not deceived by ‘escapist emotions.’ But in belittling God’s joy, our darkness only 

calls forth more darkness. . . . People who have come to know the joy of God do not deny 

the darkness, but they choose not to live in it. They claim that the light that shines in the 

darkness can be trusted more than the darkness itself and that a little bit of light can 

dispel a lot of darkness. They point each other to flashes of light here and there, and 

remind each other that they reveal the hidden but real presence of God. They discover 

that there are people who heal each other’s wounds, forgive each other’s offenses, share 

their possessions, foster the spirit of community, celebrate the gifts they have received, 

and live in constant anticipation of the full manifestation of God’s glory.”  These 

thoughts from Nouwen give me hope; for he encourages a both/and approach to the 

realities of our world. It’s not simply about choosing either pessimism or joy. That would 

be the easy choice and, if those were my only two options, nine times out of ten I would 

choose the former. The truth is that we need to see both the darkness and the flashes of 

light. We need to see the evil in this world, but more importantly our focus should be on 



the God of this world. Every moment of each day, every thought I have, every word I 

speak can be grounded in hard truths that point to God. It’s not about ignoring the 

darkness. It’s about believing that the light will win. It’s about clinging to God’s victory 

over Satan’s current rule of destruction and despair. 

 

 

 

 

The Prayers 
At the beginning of the prayer and between each petition, the congregation will sing the response. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Go, eat your food with joy, and drink your wine with a 

happy heart, because God has already approved your 

works.                                                                                   Ecclesiastes 9:7 



 

Heavenly Father, we give thanks for the presence of the Spirit and the gifts it endows us 

with.  Stir up that Spirit, that we will always know its energizing presence within us and 

around us. O Lord, hear . . . 
 

Stir up our joy in the midst of the darkness within and around us.  Make us agents of your 

transformative love, grace and compassion.  Send us your joyful presence to those who 

are in need of liberation, hope and the means to live. O Lord, hear . . . 

 

Stir up our joy in meditating on your word through its study, reading, and preaching. 

Awaken our pleasure in hearing its call to obedience.  Awaken our curiosity to its 

enlightenment.  Awaken our commitment to preserving its Holy History in our memories.   

O Lord, hear . . . 
 

Increase our joy in those very moments and situations where others would expect that we 

have no reason to be joyful because they are not seeing the world through the eyes of 

faith.  And by our unanticipated joy, may we reveal your glory and presence in our lives.   

O Lord, hear . . . 

 

Healer of our every ill, come and restore the health and wholeness of those we bring 

before you now . . . O Lord, hear . . . 

 

Savior, my Lord, answer my prayers for myself . . .  

 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

 Thy kingdom come. 

 Thy will be done – on earth, as it is in heaven. 

 Give us, this day, our Daily Bread. 

 Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.  

 
  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


