The Prusyer of Peter, the Finst Apostle
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P: In the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen
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P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

C: I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven, and to you,
my brothers and sisters, that | have sinned in thought, word, and deed by my
fault, by my own fault, by my own most grievous fault; wherefore | pray God
Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive me all my sins, and bring me to everlasting
life. Amen.

Preserve me, O God, for in you | take refuge. | say to the Lord, “You are my Lord;
I have no good apart from you.”

As for the saints in the land, they are the excellent ones, in whom is all my delight.
The sorrows of those who run after another god shall multiply; their drink offerings of
blood I will not pour out or take their names on my lips.

The Lord is my chosen portion and my cup; you hold my lot.

The lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; indeed, I have a beautiful inheritance.
I bless the Lord who gives me counsel; in the night also my heart instructs me.

I have set the Lord always before me; because the Lord is at my right hand, I shall not be
shaken.

Therefore my heart is glad, and my whole being rejoices; my flesh also dwells secure.

For you will not abandon my soul to Sheol, or let your holy one see corruption.
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Prayer of the Day

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

P: Let us pray.

C: Spirit of God, stir our minds, open our hearts, and free our voices so we can
come to you with our authentic selves, bearing our soul, our joy, our anxiety,
our pain, our longing, and our hope. As you heard and responded in grace



and love to the prayers of your faithful servants, Hannah, Jonah, Nehemiah,
Peter, Cornelius and your Son, our Savior, Jesus, so we, too long for you to
hear and respond to our prayers this night. Come, Lord, let us sit together
now with you and find peace and contentment in our conversation. Amen.

Soriptune Reading At 10

Narrator Angel Cornelius God Peter 2 Slaves/1 Soldier

Narrator: In Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a centurion of the Italian Cohort, as it

Angel:
Nar:

was called. He was a devout man who feared God with all his household. He gave alms
generously to the people and prayed constantly to God. One afternoon at about three
o'clock he had a vision in which he clearly saw an angel of God coming in and saying to
him. ..

Cornelius!

He stared at him in terror and said . . .

Cornelius: What is it, Lord?

Angel:

Narr:

God:
Peter:
God:

Narr:

Your prayers and your alms have ascended as a memorial before God. Now send men to
Joppa for a certain Simon who is called Peter; he is lodging with Simon, a tanner, whose
house is by the seaside.

When the angel who spoke to him had left, he called two of his slaves and a devout
soldier from the ranks of those who served him, and after telling them everything, he sent
them to Joppa. About noon the next day, as they were on their journey and approaching
the city, Peter went up on the roof to pray. He became hungry and wanted something to
eat; and while it was being prepared, he fell into a trance. He saw the heaven opened and
something like a large sheet coming down, being lowered to the ground by its four
corners. In it were all kinds of four-footed creatures and reptiles and birds of the air.

Get up, Peter; kill and eat.
By no means, Lord; for | have never eaten anything that is profane or unclean.
What God has made clean you must not call profane.

This happened three times, and the thing was suddenly taken up to heaven. Now while
Peter was greatly puzzled about what to make of the vision that he had seen, suddenly the
men sent by Cornelius appeared. They were asking for Simon's house and were standing
by the gate. They called out to ask whether Simon, who was called Peter, was staying



there. While Peter was still thinking about the vision, the Spirit said to him,

God: Look, three men are searching for you. Now get up, go down, and go with them without
Hesitation, for | have sent them.

Narr:  So Peter went down to the men and said,
Peter: | am the one you are looking for; what is the reason for your coming?"

Slaves/Soldier: Cornelius, a centurion, an upright and God fearing man, who is well spoken of by
the whole Jewish nation, was directed by a holy angel to send for you to come to
his house and to hear what you have to say.

Narr:  So Peter invited them in and gave them lodging. The next day he got up and went with
them, and some of the believers from Joppa accompanied him.
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Cantor Verses

1. Lord Jesus Christ, you were sent to heal the contrite, have mercy on us.
2. Lord Jesus Christ, you came to call all sinners, have mercy on us.
3. Lord Jesus Christ, you intercede for us, have mercy on us.

Resding Acts 10

Narrator Cornelius Peter

Narr:  The following day they came to Caesarea. Cornelius was expecting them and had called
together his relatives and close friends. On Peter's arrival Cornelius met him, and falling
at his feet, worshiped him. But Peter made him get up, saying,

Peter: Stand up; | am only a mortal.

Narr:  And as he talked with him, he went in and found that many had assembled.



Peter:

You yourselves know that it is unlawful for a Jew to associate with or to visit a Gentile,
but God has shown me that | should not call anyone profane or unclean. So, when | was
sent for, | came without objection. Now may | ask why you sent for me?

Cornelius: Four days ago, at this very hour, at three o'clock, | was praying in my house when

Peter:

Narr:

Peter:

Narr:

suddenly a man in dazzling clothes stood before me. He said, '‘Cornelius, your prayer has
been heard and your alms have been remembered before God. Send therefore to Joppa
and ask for Simon, who is called Peter; he is staying in the home of Simon, a tanner, by
the sea." Therefore, | sent for you immediately, and you have been kind enough to come.
So now all of us are here in the presence of God to listen to all that the Lord has
commanded you to say.

I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears
him and does what is right is acceptable to him. You know the message he sent to the
people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ he is Lord of all. That message spread
throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: how God
anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about
doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We
are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by
hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear,
not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and
drank with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to preach to the people
and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. All
the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of
sins through his name.

While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. The
circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy
Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, for they heard them speaking in tongues
and extolling God.

Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people who have received the Holy
Spirit just as we have?"

So he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to
stay for several days.

Sl
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Meditation on Cormelivs snd Deten

U nfortunately, Cornelius the Centurian’s dramatic account is never read on a Sunday morning
in the mainline denominations that follow the Revised Common Lectionary. But such a
rich story should not be overlooked by the faithful, especially not by those of us who include
ourselves among God’s people yet do not keep Kosher — or the Sabbath — or most of the other
laws God gives to his people and Jews still observe today. Here, in Cornelius’ house, the shape
of how our inclusion into God’s people was going to look was beginning to be formed and we
should keep three important aspects of this story always in our minds.

First, we need to recall that this happens according to God’s plan. It is God who comes to both
Cornelius and to Peter to proclaim God’s intention of inclusivity. This was neither Peter nor
Cornelius’ doing. We should remember that God is always working to welcome and
accommaodate more peoples into the community of the Church.

Second, we need to remember that God preserves the unique and special status of his
historically Chosen People, the Jews. Christians have had an unfortunate tendency to think that
the vision Peter has during his prayer is God’s way of telling Peter that because he is now a
Christian, he does not have to keep kosher. Christians then think that God has left the Jews
behind and made Christians the chosen ones. Nothing could be further from the truth. Peter’s
prayer-vision is not about food — note that there are no shellfish in heavenly buffet! — it is
metaphor for the inclusivity of the Church. Peter’s hunger since the Pentecost has been to
proclaim the truth of the crucified and risen Savior, Jesus, and bring as many into the Church as
possible through baptism. In this prayer, God is revealing that Peter will now satisfy this hunger
not just by preaching to fellow Jews, but to all the Gentiles as well — the very people thought to
be unclean. How can anyone whom God has spoken to, who is seeking to explore and express a
relationship with the Lord, be considered unclean? . . . can anyone? . . . anyone?

Third, we need to remember that this is a story about how the Faith needs to be shared. Peter
comes to Cornelius with the wisdom and understanding of experience and divine inspiration, and
Cornelius opens for Peter new possibilities for understanding how God is at work. Neither are
left alone to figure things out by themselves. Instead, God provides the resource they both need
to continue to grow in faith — as God does through us and for us. Faith is not a solo performance,
it takes a team, an ensemble, a support group, a Church. And our first partner in faith is always
there for us in prayer.
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: Jesus our hope, in you we find the consolation with which God comes to flood
our lives, and we understand that, in prayer, we can bring everything to you,
entrust everything to you.

P : Jesus our peace, by your Gospel, you call us to be very simple, very humble. You
cause to grow within us an infinite gratitude for your constant presence in our
lives.

P : God of consolation, even when we feel nothing of your presence, still, you are
there. Your presence is invisible, but your Holy Spirit is always within us.

P : Holy Spirit, you have a call for every one of us. So come, prepare our hearts
to discover what it is that you expect of each of us.

P : God of compassion, disconcerted by the incomprehensible suffering of the
innocent, we pray for those who are experiencing times of trial. Inspire the
hearts of those who seek the peace that is so indispensable for the whole human
family.

P : God of consolation, you burden yourself with our burdens, so that we can move
forward at every moment, from anxiety toward trust, from shadows toward light.

C: Gracious Lord, we give you thanks for the day, especially for the good
we were permitted to give and to receive; the day is now past, and we
commit it to you. We entrust to you the night; we rest in surety, for you
are our help, and you neither slumber nor sleep.

C: O Lord, support us all the day long of this troubled life, until the
shadows lengthen, and the evening comes and the busy world is hushed,
the fever of life is over, and our work is done. Then, Lord, in your mercy,
grant us a safe lodging, and a holy rest, and peace at the last; through
Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Our Father who art in heaven hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come. Thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory now and forever.
Amen.
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